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LETTER FROM ARCHBISHOP HUGHES. 




The' Right Rev.- Bishop of -JVew IfairJc has been' pleased to 
convey his approbation of the Society in the following 
letter^: ..._,;..,., .,,.; 

It is with sincere pleasure that we give our hearty 
approval to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, estab- 
lished in. New York, which' cafinot fail to be of the 
greatest advantage to those who compose it as mem- 
bers, and to the community at large. 

This Society has been most Solemnly approved by the 
Holy See, and many spiritual privileges conferred by our 
Holy Father upon its members. .' 

It is now widely extended thrdughotit Catholic Europe. ' 
and its progress has -been marke'd by ciany blessings, of 
which rich and poor have be/en equally partakers. "We 
shduld'be rejoiced to see it extended to every parish and 
congregation in the diocesei'" . -; - 

Given, at " New York/ this llth day of August, 'A. D. 

1848.' , ' ,-," ; ,'.=.-, v ".. ,; ; ';-, l-,i --. ...-" //,' 

- - . >{ JOHN, Bishop of ITew York. 

"' (Seal.)" .'..*:'...../ -/ .-' ' : .',- ' - : ' '- 
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are now entering upon that formal organ- 
ization- we have long wished for. It has been de- 
layed, for our association has already existed 
some years. But were we not bound to ascer- 
tain that God wished that it .should continue, be- 
fore determining the form which it should as- 
'sume? Was it not necessary, that it should be 
'well established, that it should know what 
Heaven required of it, that it should judge 
what it could do by what it had done, before 
framing its rules and prescribing its duties? 
Now we have only to embody, as it were, in 

[5] 
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Regulations, usages already followed and loved; 
and this is a guarantee ' that our rules will be 
well received by all^ and dwill not be forgotten. 

Our little association ifoV a 5 time" bore the naine 
of Conference of Gtiarity-of '-"Si; Vincent de Paul, 
because this was the name " ; iitider which it was 
commenced, arid in order' that we^inight not for- , 
get the circumstances of B rts6rigiri, \rhich no one 
in particular can attribute to him self; Some 
among us, whilst devoting ourselves t the de- 
fense of the donnas of reliio r h, 'in the then very 
stormy discussions of 'literary' societies, thought 
that it was rio't enough 7 'to 1 speak; btit that we 
should also act : hience came the works of charity 
to which they devoted themselves---hence the 
Conference of'CKdriiy; ] ^ 

Having become numerous, and being obliged 
to divide into sections^- -^moreover, many of us 
desiring to meet together -in 7 6ther towns, where 
we were to reside thencefortti, the name of Con- 

-----..,- * ;' ' E 

ference ha continued to be Applied to each -of 
those sections, all of which are comprised under 
the common denomination : 6f the' Society of -St. 
Ytncent de PaluX. '- : - r: - "*'''' >^ :v " : ' ; '..'. >" : -~. <..?'; 

We must ever avoid giving to our undertaking 
the name of any '" ^articular memDer, whatever 
may have ^eeii his ' indi r viduai services^ or of the 
places in wtiiK^^ 
custbin: ourselves to > : f odk ttpori it : as the vrork of 
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man. Christian works belong to God alone, the 
sole Author of all good. 

Our association, originated , in religious .inor 
tives:..wevmu^t r .therefore ? ^look....|or the rules of 
our conduct -now here but in the spirit of religion 
in the examples and words of pur Saviour in 
the instructions-, of the r Church- in the lives of the 
Saints, jv 3uch are the- reasons why we are placed 
under the .patronage of the Blessed and Immac- 
ulate^irgin ancLof St. Vincent Je Paul, to whom 
we owe peculiar demotion, whose : footsteps we 
must sedulously endeavor to follow. 

It pleased Jesus Christ first to practice ,that. 
which, afterwards ;Hev was , to teach mankind; 
coRpitfacereetdofcere. We are desirous of imi- 

* " "-"- < '.,;. -.-".. r.-i . ,;;t ,.'"; ; 

tating that Divine Model so far as our .weakness 

Will allQW. ; : -...-. s-'~-.-:;r.--. ..-.:...: ?.:..-,. .:; 

The object^ v then, of this Conference is, ;first, 
to sustain its members, ,]by- mutual /example, in 
the practice of a^Christian : life ; secondly, to visit 
the poor at their dwellings, to carry them sue- 

.-- JL." - f - - - - -- - i -_ - ' .--. .. ... ^- -V;:.; ; . :.> ..->.,'.. *T;r-^ /, ( _," , , > 

cor in Ifcind^to aflfor4:them,^also, religipus conso* 
lations rremembermg these words of our Master : 

1 , v '.--'- ,_ , V^- -, ...t. ; ; i t ; . i; ;, Z. '-."_ I -,' ji..' : v . ' j, _^ :, , ,- .'_ ' -' J ; - .' 

" Not in bread alone doth man liye,rlmt, in every 
word that proeeedetli from ithe mout^i ,pf God". 
(Deuti viii, ,3 j Matt, iy, 4.) ; ^hirdly, to apply our- 
selves, according to our abilities and -.the time 

' ;^''- - - i ^ ..-,...- ,.--. .,..:. _..:( i .,:.;' v u .; ..,,..; '',.'.,, 

whichjWe.can spare, to the, elementa^ and. Chris-, 
tian instruction of poor childr.en, .whether iree. 
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&i ' imprisoned, seeing that, what we may do for 
the least, among, our brethren, \ Jesus ^ Ciirist Ijas 
promised that He will accept as done to Him- 

~* ,.-.*:.-."..',- '- :, . ^.v "* '" .'.; '';.' :.. 1 " L ',' ' - " .1 -- - - - * 

self; fourthly, to distribute moral and rejigious 
"books ; fifthly, to be .willing to undertake any 
Other sort of charitable work to which, our, re- 
sources may be adequate, and whicli" will not op- 
pose the chief end '., of the .Bociety, and for which^ 
it may demand bur co-operation upon the propo- 

..... "' "' ... '- . --- .- *. . ' ; - - - - . - ;A - r-.--. .!., : ; . 'A 4-1 X ' r 

sition' 6f ^its ^directing iriernbers. 
' This Society of Charity is composed , of actiye 
members, and of others who cannot devote them- 
selves to the works in which it is engaged. - The 
members of this latter class assist the former, by 

. . . ",.'...-'... >. > - - t ' x ,-' -'. - >. ', '-.':.' -- ;"!.'; r -' 

their efforts and by their influence c by their ofifer- 
ings and their prayers they Supply the absence of 
that, actual co-pperatipn which they, are > necessi- 
tated to forego. "V ' 

- . " V ' ' c;:i --.' : ! X'-. .:>.' -.''-.. .-.- ^1 

The Society should endeavor to attain and' 
practice every virtue; there are, however, some, 
virtues which T afe inbre essentially, necessary to 
its members, for the due dischar-ge of {he char- r 
itable duties to which the}* devote themselves. 

- - . ... ' - -'' . " .-.::; ";'',': >: ' !'' Jii :f :.!'..:'? :'.' "'.' '' 

^.mong 'these" are self-denial, Christian prudence, 
the active^love of our neighbor, zeal for the sal- 

' ,.-,,.." t -. *~ ' i ~: * ' -" *' -i '"H i " t - '' ': .' '"'"" '..."i ' 

vatibn of sbuls, meekness in heart and word, and, 
above all, the spirit of fraternal charity. '. They 

, . - ' - y '- .-.(' f : '*''* V, "'*.', ' " - l " '*'- \ ~t S ' '" : ' *" 

bugfit, therefore, to inediiate on the maxims of 
the'tjrbspel whtch" recommend these virtues, and 
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should make tneiri the rule <>f their lives. It is 
for this purpose that those maxitns are here de- 
tailed, arid a development given to them applica- 
ble to our wprk. 

1. B y self-denial we should understand the sur- 
rendering of bur own opinion, without which sur- 
. render ho association is durable. The many who 
is in love with his^wn ideas, will disdain the opin- 
ion of others -the contempt of his brothers, far 
from uniting, engenders division. We should, 
therefore, willingly acquiesce in the judgment of 
others, and should /not feel annoyed if our own 
propositions be not accepted by them. Our mu- 
tual' good-will should proceed from the heart, and 
should be without bounds. We should equally 
avoid all spirit of contention with the poor, and 
we must not consider ourselves offended if they 
should not yield implicitly to Our advice; we 
must not attempt to make tnem receive it as 
from authority and by command . -^ we should 
content ourselves with proposing what is good, 
and ^eulously exhorting to its practice, leaving 
tb 6foid the cafe of making our weirds bear fruit 
if such? should be His will. 

25; (JKti&tiari Prudence. Among the poor 
there &re some who have the happiness to be 
good Christians ; others are earieless, and some, 
perhaps; impious. We ought not to repulse' 
them, eveii in this latter case ; our language 



10 INTRODUCTION TO THE RULES. 

ought to be applicable tfr the dispositions of 
those whom we 'a3id:res^ rememlbeWng that Jesus 
Christ recommended His disciples ' td unite l the 

.. . ' ' ' - :;, '' ,- ;;.-. "- -T -.-,--. - , r . . c v - - - v !''<*. . . ''- 

wisdom of the sei-bent' to "the simplicity of the 

; - . - ... /.:. ..-.! -..",. . '' r 

dove. Bounty o^ens thidhedrt to confidence, and 

. .. . -.. ., " _. v . >, ., ....;: ':'.., ....'.. S,. .... .' , 

it is by bharitabregiftg that We" prepare the way 
for spiritual "benefits^ ' ^t. Vincent de Paul often 
recommended riot to try the latter until the 
former had beeri ireely Ti>e&^^ 
po6r are of feither isex:. ^s fib Society of Ghar- 
ity is chiefly cpiiipbsed of young men, they should 
never forget' that their mission is not to such of 

. . . , O _ _ ;; _ r :' ;; j , _ .--.' 

the other sex as are yourig, lest they should meet 
with their 1 own destructibn, ; whilst desiring' to 
promote the salvation of 6thers; moreover, it is 
necessary to shun even the appearance of evil, 
and all which might- scandalize s the weak. 

3. Love of our neighbor, and "zeal for the sal- 
vation of souls;.- This !'/is ; the very essence of the 
Conference of Charity. Ete, ^wtio is not animated 
by this twofold sentimie^^'whicn with tlie Ghris- 
tiari forms but one' feeling, should not become a 
member. We must never inurm ur at the labors, 
the fatigues, ndr even at the repiiilses to which the 
exercise; of charitjr inay subject' usi We expose 
purselves to all' these" things in associating for 
the service of biir neighbor. "Neither should 

' - ' . : : - - ,.--- -.-.>'" -T -'. --..\- . i> T ,- i- ; , '"; -.. ' '.' 

w.e regret the pecuniary sacrifices " that we* may 
make to otir wor^eeMinbuT^e^res ha in 
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offering something to Jesus phrist in the persons 
of : ^the poor, and ,in being, able to, carry some re- 
lief to His suffering. members. We should make 

. c'. : . ii/.< ''-"-J- <Z-f : .-.. : ."; iL' "'. .O .'"'.-'..'. 'J':-' '.\..y..'''.'' 1 :". i ..-.-'".... 

these sacrifices with -an jentire. absence of personal ' 

i.:* 3.:.'- Vv -...'t.i'.jj.'i.'i-:. .-'-::. -: ..'*.:::'<,.-.;_: -,._;. '. *.; : .., ' 

< feeling, 'and not cpnceive i that the poor, whom we 
have adopted, should ,:be .more privileged than 

'-! ;* ;.i*. ; *vV;.: ;; *. . ;' As:^-.\ ",-j . ... >. . :.' / *.;. i -..';/.'.;." J '- T >. i . 

those adopted fty qthersj merely because we ;may 
presume that we haye .cpntributed to the common. 

*' ."...!.:;, i'JUriri'.i-.: ' .. :;.,; -j_ v -. - '. '.'i'. - - : -'.' .''.-'i-. 'L . .-. s ./. ' 

fond ^^argeri.propprtioii; than they. ,, ; 

4. -Q ur,, ^piYine Model yras ._ meek aiid humble 
of heart;! "Learn of Me. because I am meek and 

:.-'. .:':. v'..'?3-; ,ij;7"r. .''::.:.:.;:.' '; .:* i.;:^'.-. i ; ,;.'. .': ' '.'.. :j;., .V ; . . : ',';' 

humble of heart " (St. "Matt, xi, %&\ ; and our pat- 

ji '<.-:-?. '':'. '!.^' ( *.?'...<', '~: f :i. .' . '' V ; ' '-; : 'L\ : : ' ! i ! ..[,''''.. *''" -< ' ; '' ' ' s .'i ' ;*-""' 

ron, St.-Vincent de Paul, prized nQthmg so highly 
as meekness &n<\. humility* which are inseparable. 

' ,..-.. i -..'..r.-'^Li.' JiO.'Ui'O: .i';-.;'';---".''!- . -.' -li*.-.-.) . '. '':.: '"--ji:; 1 ! _L." '.'.' ' 

We should be kind, and obliginc to one another, 

- '. .-".' - 1 . 1 "' v.- 1 ^; JULi. ..;['- .'. ^1 ;.' j i' 'i-; 1 v ' .''" .' ' ''. "'-' . l *??t"^ : '; j- ' -- : ; ' ^ "-" " ' :\'j ' ' 

and we ^should .be equally so to the popr whom 
we visit. We can have no power over the mincl, 

. - <^:.o;.' . ; o'i--.! ;.;--. -..-.;. : v^ : t- ;;;, J-\. -;.-"' ::.'.' -.i.'- 1 -' \- ..J, 1 ."- 

except through meekness. ."Blessed are the meek, 

- J .;* i. 1 !., ^i !' $^."-; . -V. ",' '*:.) - , '..'-., -j' *./ , "V i \ ;. v *; '- .: ", '_' - , - v '. " .< ; 

for the^. shall r ppssess the land " (Sf;. s ]\tatt. v, 4). 
The spirit of humility : and. nieekness is more par- 

- J .*-- ? s -..'. ff'.-i. C'J 'LJ, ?< i. v; / - 11 :'* . - ' : -- '- - '--.-. ^ \ . .; -~';') '" ! - "". .-^.' 

ti^ularly necessary Jn giving advice, an<i in ex- 
horting: o^ers^to f :fl}rfroin, evil and to .practice 
virtue^ , Without geiitieiiess, zeal for the stajlVd- 
tion .of spuls.i^ a sju'p withou^ sails. 

5. .It -rite the <sjwnt pffyothwly love v^iich will 
insure ", ouy Society ; .of ffharityi iecQming Ibeneficial 
tq ; |ts menibers a^d. edifying , to others.^. Faithful 
to thev maxims, of pur diviqe Master and His oe- 

,;.. - :< u.u^lu OOJIiA! f--.-.::..-!::-. . .* ii .''.ti ..'w J" . fl.il - : J \: .'-.. ' "i '>'' 

loved discipje^, let ? :us-",lpve one another.. We 
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should love one another ;navr and eve^ far afid 
hear, from one ConfefetJce to another; from towii 
to toWn,.from clime to clime.; -This dove will 
render us able to "bear tyith one^ another's failings, 
We shall never give credence to an evil; report 
of a brother but with sorrow ; and, when we can- 
not reject the evidence of &ctSj even then, in or- 
der to conforiti ourselves to- the will of Him, who 
has confided to each one the care of his neighbor^ 
"To every one hath God given cominandment 
concerning his neighbor/ 5 (EcGlus. xvii, 12)^ then, 
in a spirit of charity, and with all the earnestness 
of sincere friendship., we" will ourselves' counsel 
6ur falling or fallen brother, or cause advice 
to be conveyed 1 to him ; we .will endeavor" to 
strengthen him in. virtue, or raise him from his' 
fall.-' "1? any member of the ; Conference should 
become ill, his' brethren will visit him, will tend 
him if It be necessary, will assuage the irjtsome- 
ness of his convalescehce; if his malady be dan- 
gerous, they should take the utmost care that he; 
reqeive the" Sacraments. In a word j the troul)les 
and the joys of each 6f us shall be shared by alii 
in accordance with the ad vice of the " apostle; who 
tells us to weep with those who weep, and rejoice. 
wiih those who rejoice.- ; i c 1 1 ^ 

The unityiof the Society of $t. Vinoeht deiPauii 
will be cited as a model; of Christian friendship^ 
of a friendship strbnger than death, r for we wilt 
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often remember in our prayers 6 God the broth- 
'ers whoihave been; taken' from us. - 

TEhis sentiment, which"^ with us, will make of 
all our ;heartsrone hearty ; 6f-all our souls one souly 
-^r dor uttumj et anima iina } -^will endear to each 
of::us our: fraternal association ; we shall bless it 
"for the good, however trivial, it enables us to 
perform* We shall t love this brotherhood with 
'tenderness, arid even with a greater affection than 
any other similar work 5 riot ^because of its excel- 
lencej or from pride^ but as dutiful children love 
a ^poor and deformed mother more than all other 
women, however remarkable -they may be for 
their riches and for their attractions. 

^S&me other consequences of the foregoing max- 
tins: '.-' :- -;:--...-,-,-.; -.--. , . 

KOne of the vices most opposed to charity and 
Christian humility is envy; We should avoid it, 
not :only among ourselves, but also in reference 
to other Societies, whose 'object, like our Own^ id 
to. succor our neighbor." We" should ardently de^ 
sire, and behold :with pleasure, their prosperity^ 
and t^e gbod ; they accomplish j; we should rejoice 
if vrfresh brethren join us, if existing societies 
should unite themselves: to burs, since :greatef 
good would spring from the union ; but we should 
sfee without: Jealousy :our;Christiah friends devOi 
tingfthemselves to other ^go^wbrks, and other so- 
cieties doing God ? s woYfeSiJti' their own r manner> 
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and independently: of s. ,$&'.&. -should ihave;but 
one desire, to see every, one devo.te himself to 
do good j and to: succor those who ;. suffer,: Quis 
tribuat ut omnis pdpulus ,pmphete.t ? > Nay :more, 
although we; may be fonder i of our.liltfcle .associa- 
tion, we will always, ^consider it ; as less 'excellent 
than others ; we will; regard. it^ as in fact;, it is, 
but as a vrork formed nobody knows ;;by whom, 
nor how,-~born yesterday, and; which may. jdie 
to-morrow. -The same spirit should ever; induce 
us individually .to wish ;the offices ; of -the Society 
confided"to others, rather, Jihan to ourselves.,: .}], 

We should always jremember that we are .only 
laymen, and, for the most part, young inen, with- 
out any mission to teach others. Iior this, and 
every other reason, we will pay the utmost def- 
erence to the counsels which may be given to us 
by the- Society or its heads;twe, must,* above allj 
follow with docility .the : directions ^which our ec- 
clesiastical ; superiors ; may ';. think proper to- give 
us. iSt. ^Vincent de;Baul wlsheduthajb his;discir 
pies should not undertake any good work without 
having first, secured sthe assent ; and receivedrthe 
benediction of the local.pastors. i;In :like;maiiner, 
,we must refer all .matters lappertaining to;,eecler 



considering its: :an. ;; $jl any good \-that; ^e could 
effect contrary tovhis authorityici ^e S ;Wi]ll^ ex- 
tend, to .avvicerfeaini degree^ ithis: defesrence to the 
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Sisters *of Charity, or. even to laymen^ who^may 
have?; offices *)f charity to perform towards those 
whom we^ also 1 desire to succor, esteeming ifc an 
-honor^/io Tt>e; considered; the t least among, our 
brethren^ and j to / be no more ; than, servant^ i and 
instruments sof others . in reference to the: poor. 
Lastly^ among; ;ourselvesi the younger shpuld -de- 
fer ^to the elder, and *the newly-admitted members 

ho alre:of longer; standhig., u ; . 
are the dispensers of the gifts of God, Who 
is^ the: ^common iiiEather > of .-. mankind, and makes 
His " stin : to shine; upon;JalLr Onr love 1 -of our 
1 neighbor, then, should be ^without respect of per- 
; sons. The title, of the poor to oiir commiseration 
is, ^theic poverty itself.- We are not to inquire 
^whether .they belong to any party, or. sect, in 
particular. Jesus ; Christ came .to- redeem -and 
save all men, .the /Greeks as well as : Jews, rbarba- 
rians as well as Romans. We will not discrim- 
inate, more^ than -did: He, .between^ those whom 
suffering and> misery have visitedi Nevertheless, 
St.*Paul recommends to Christians to assist, in 
the first place^ their ^brethren in, the ifaithj. ad 
- domestieos <$dei. ; We, therefore,, should testify a 
ijspecial: interest ain those 1 poor ^ who have the hap- 
piness of being gbodJ Christians/ and; who honor 
i that title ;by;the ; >vtctueSj the. practice of which re- 
/ ligion inculcates; ; I;; :. : o <,>;<; :-:-,, ;:, 
; j <; Th& spirit > of ?charity, together :wjth Christian 
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prudence, will further induce iis to Banish politi- 
cal discussions fore ver froni our meetings, as 
well general as ordinary. St. Vincent de Paul 
would hot allow -his" ecclesiastics eTeri W converse 

':<'' 

upon those differences which aj^a princes against 
each other, or upon the motives of rivalry which 
estrange nations. With 'inpfe reason, those, who 4 
wish to be of one mind, 'and to exercise a minis? 
try of charity, should abstain frptti being inflanied 
by political leanings which array parties in oppo- 
sition, and from starting, amoilg iheniseives, 
those irritating questions which divide mankind. 
} Our Society is all cnarity : politics are wnolly 
foreign to it. 

Another efficacious means of maintaining unity' 
among us, and of cementing the Christian friend- 
ship of which it is the foundation and -the charm, 
is to present for admission into v^he Society only 
such candidates as are worthy of the confidence 
and affection of our brothers. It might be an 
advantage for some persons to participate in bur 
charitable Work ; but, perhajbsy it miglit' not Be 
an advantage for the Sdcieiy to count them 
among its memDefs. ~ Previously, therefbrej to 
the enrbliment of any ^friend into bur rauKs/we 
should careftilly inquire wliether Be lie calculated 
to draw clbser those ties wnich Bind us to each 



other; whether the amenity of his disposition 
and his Christian demeahor will ennance the 
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value of the small relief which he will be com- 
missioned : to > carry to > tlte distressed ; whether 
the ftfrnness of nV character alithorizes us to 
hope I that he yrill persevere in his generous reso- 
lutions.' ' : - 

The choice of , new members is of the utmost 
importance. 'Defections we have already ha<d to 
lament others are gbing on eren now: there 
will be i some s always:- such : inhuman weakness. 
Yet the Society; will inspire some confidence, 
will Be efficient for some good, only so far as its 
members will prove, its worth by their entire con* 
duct, and particularly 'By; their perseverance in 
the acts of charity to which they devote thenv 
selves. - : ; , 

Another point no less worthy of our considera- 
tion is. the discretion which should accompany 
zeal* for the salvation bf 1 souls. All fervor is not 
holy or accepte^ of-JGrod/ T All times are not suit- 
able for instilling hew and Christian teaching into 
the heart!. We must know how to wait for God's 
own time, and to ~be /patient as fite is. Often we 

; '-' : ' ^' " ' 'I ' I s ; - ' -*"^. "-I > '-' -\ ? -.' t- ' * ''. .'.'-.- '*. - ': " 

must wait entire weeks before .we are able to in- 
culcate. With effect, even one moral and edifying 
maxim. Aboyo ^|i, ; t're must never be importu- 
nate upon this point. We are hot commissioned 

'. ''!'<,"' I ''-,.-'; I-:.:-*';'". '<,'-. '\\- : -:: : : f \ . .. i- ;: .. - ' i .': '^''{''\ ;''' : '. ' 

to perform the" good which it isj out of our power 

' , .-" -'-' .'' - ", ?'" : ;; ' ' '" : ." ^>>- ; '--- >.' : - -'." - : ' . '.-''- '"" '".';".'. ' /'. ^ ; 

to effect. Jpn the other hand, the;, apparently 
trifling results of our mi^sipn m'ust nlot discourage 
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us. Perhaps : the Almigtfty wills not . that 
we ourselves should , witness ,, the , happy results 
which our efforts and. our sacrifices may at last 
produce. Our charity woul<| be less, njeritorious, 
and might expose us.; to yainglory^if ;we saw it 
always crowned with :success. ; ; , : ; ;, ; .,.'. 
. Christian prudence, should never abandon us in 
the ministrations which we fulfiJl^t,owards ^the 
poor. Unfortunately , and especially, in large 
towns, the poor sometimes try to ; conceal such 
resources as they may haye,jand thus s draw to 
themselves that sympathy and those alms which 
should be shared with others.; Therefore, with- 
out arming ourselves with a distrust which might 
be unjust towards them, we must be : circumspect. 
It is not wise to rely, too implicitly upon tlieir 
first statements. , : 

It will, therefore,, be l; a 4uty to .ascertain their 
real condition from the clergy, or frpm those per- 
sons most able to afford; us, information upou -the ' 
subject. We must be provident for the poor, who 
are seldom provident for themselves. If we wish 
to become their true "benefactors, we should im- 
press upon them that an existence sustained by 
the aid of charity is very precarious we should 
induce them to exert themselves to earn their 
own livelihood we should point out to them 
sources of employment, and we should assist 
them to obtain it. If they are sick or unable to 
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work, we should second their endeavors to obtain 
admission" to -the ^asylums established for the 
aged^ the infirnV^the sick. 

; Ih conelusiony ' we ^iniisfc; never be ashamed of 
the-smailness:^ outf alms/ That, which is small 
in the estimation of ; the rich, is great in the eyes 
of -those who possess^ nothing- The smallness of 
our alms is one of the conditions of our existence. 
We have rib'other ordinary 'resources than our 
own' voluntary offerings;;:' these will not be suffi- 
cient for considerable 'works of charity ; . but -our 
tender interest ^ourivery manner^ will: give ,to 
bur alms a value which: they: do not possess.: in 



? We f must how lay downJsbme^rules, and^men- 
tibh ; some \practices we have been in the habit; of 
following ; other customs will, doubtless^ be 
hereafter' added-TrOtiher rules will become neces- 

i 

sary j bu ; the existing rules, and the customs in 
Jj will' suffice ^ to -guide our ^future jprogress; 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

. ' 

ARTICLE 1. All Christian young men, who 
desire to unite in a communion ! of prayers and a 
participation of the same works - of charity, may 
become members of the Society! of- Saint Vincent 
de Paul, wherever they may happen to reside* 

ART. 2. No work of charity should 'be regarded 
as foreign to the Society^ although its special 
object is to visit poor families* lliuSj its mem- 
bers are expected to embrace -every opportunity 
of affording consolation to the sick and to pris- 
oners, of instructing poor, unprotected, or im- 
prisoned children, and of procuring the succors 
of religion for those, who need them, at the hoiir 
of death. 

ART. 3. When. several members of the Society 
are found in any locality, they meet to encourage 
each other in the practice of virtue. This meet- 
ing is called a Conference, the name originally 
given to the Society itself. 

ART. 4. Should several Conferences be formed 
in the same town, each takes the name of the 
parish where its members meet^and the several 
Conferences are united by a Particular Council, 
which takes the name of the town itself. 

ART. 5. All the Conferences of the Society are 
united by a Council-General. 



( i. 

THE COlSrFERElirOES. : " 

AitTipLE <5. .The Conferences, meet upon such 
days and at such hours as* they themselves may 
-appoint. : 1 ; , - 

ART.. 7. The Conferences: should endeavor to 
carry on a correspondence -with each other for 
their mutual edification and support, rand that 
they may ibe able, whenever necessary, to recom- 
mend to the kind offices of each other, either the 
members . themselves of . the Society,- or. other 
young mentor the poor families who change thehr 
places oif abode. "- -r . 

1. Organisation of Conferences. 

' ' T ' \ " ' \ -' ' ' ' ; - ' - 

ART. 8.. The business of each rConference is ad; 
ministered by a President, a Spiritual Director, 
one or more Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, and a 
Treasurer, who constitute the Council of the 
Conference.. There may be also in each Confer- 
ence, if necessary, a Librarian, a Keeper of the 
Clothes^Room^or other officers. '- :. 

ART. 9. The 'President is elected by the Con^. 

ference. The other officers are appointed by the 

* President,, with the advice of his Council; How- 
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ever, as is said farther on, in the town where 
there is a Council of Direction, the Presidents 
and Vice-presidents of the! Conferences, as well 
as the other members who compose it,* are 
appointed by the President of Me Council. 
The Spiritual Director js. always appointed by 
the Bishop or Archbishop of the Diocese. 

ART; 10. The i Presiclenti 'directs the business of 
the Conference, relcei ves and siibtnits propositions, 
calls meetings, if riecessary, ahd : watdhies over the 
execution of the 'rules and the decisions of Tthe 
Society. ' In case of ahsefice, heihtrusts his duties 
to a ViceXPresicienV ' ' L > 

ART. 11; The Secretary prepares the minutes 
of the meetings; He keeps r a registry of the 
names, professiohs, and resideKces 6f the iriem* 
"bers, of the dates of their admission, and the 
names of those by wliom^they were proposed. 
He keeps an exact account Of all the families 
visited. He maices 7 diligent inquiry concerning 
those recommended L &r relief .; ; so r that the Gbnfir- 
ence may riot/if ^bssiHe, 'Visit- any family which 
is not worthy of its sympathy -arid support; "He 
notes any -changes 5 that occur iti the^ femilies vis- 
ited, r br in : the ^ ihemberls ; -vrhb > visit -them^ ' 

ART. 12. The Treasurer "has "the 1 -care : df the 
funds, and takes at eaclr meeting an exact account 
Of the receipts and disbursements. r 

ART. 13; The Librarian 'collects instructive 
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lieved by the Conference, and keeps an account 
6f all books jbntjor^bestowed^ 

ART. 14. TheiKeeper of the Wardrobe collects 
the clothes for, the poor^ and keeps a regular ac- 
count of theitnv ; 

SJ!. Oider of ihe Meetings. 

~ r ART. 15. The Spiritual Director, or, in his ab- 
sence, the President, opens each, meeting with, the 
prayer, ^eni^Sancte SpirituSj followed by the 
.Prayer, with .the Ave Maria, and Invocation of 
St. Vincent de Paul. A , portion . of some pious 
book selected by the Spiritual Director or Presi- 
dent is then read. Each member is called upon 
in turn to ; perfbrm this dutyi The duty of prayer 
and pious reading should be discharged with the 
most serious attention ; the spiritual good of the 
members being as much the object of the Society 
as the relief of the poor. . V 

:AaT. 1^. /The Secretary reads the minutes of 
the preceding (meeting, Each member is at lib- 
erty to .make obseryatipns upon them. , 
" AET, r !7 If i there:, be occasion, the President 
announces the admission of ^candidates proposed 
at the preceding; meeting, and invites their pro- 
posers to inform ..thein^ of ;it< ; 7 :/'. 

ART* 13.; The : >President ,tjjen announces the 
names of new candidates, should any such have 
been presented. Members, who have any obser- 
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vations to. make- in r elation^ to r the -candidates^ 
communicate such in writing^ ,or verbally, to^the 
President, in the interval between the meeting at 
which the names are announced and .that which 
follows next after. If no observations have been 

* .''..'.' 

made, the admission of the member proposed 
takes place at the latter meeting.' Each member 
should be careful not to introduce into; the Soci- 
ety any one who will not edify his fellow mem- 
bers, or be edified by them, and who will not en- 
deavor to love his colleagues and the poor as 
brothers. 

ART. 19. The Treasurer announces the state of 
the funds and the amount of the < collection made 
at the close of the preceding meeting, so that each 
member may proportion his demands, fop relief 
to the resources of the Conference. . 

ART. 20. Tickets available for relief in kind, 
and which vary according to the requirements of 
the. poor, are then .distributed. Each member is 
called upon in his turn by the President, and 
mentions aloud what he applies for, and.fpr'how 
many families. He gives/ when -called upon to 
do.so, detailed information; about, those families, 
.The relief should be punctually given to. the, ppor, 
at their residences, before the next meeting. 
But the members -administering it may use their 
.own discretion,] both as to, the precise .time, numr 

ber and manner of their charitable visits., and 

-- ' i - - * . ' ' . 
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also as to the best means .of introducing into 
those families the love of religion and the prac- 
tice of their duties. Should a member ask for 
any rules to guide his conduct', or for advice in 
difficult "cases,.- he is heard with attention and 
kindness, : and receives from the President accl 
every other member such replies as their expe- 
rience and charity suggest.. ; 

AKT. 21 .J If relief -in money, clothes, or books^ 
be applied for, the grounds of such application 
should ; be fully^: explained, and the Conference 
votes. Should the case of distress be; such that 
a grant -of money: is indispensable, and that relief 
in kind -will. not answer instead, the members re- 
ceiving the money must take special care to watch 
diligently over the use made thereof. ' : 

ART. 22. After the allocation of the different 
sorts of relief, the* members deliberate on the 
disposal of -any situations they may be able to 
procure for the poor, on the plans for the relief 
of the distressed, and on the families to be visited- 
by new members^ or by : those who wish to visit 
more* ; : No family ; ean ; be admitted on the relief 
roll of the Society , without a previous : statei^ent 
of its wants, made either by the Secretary, or by 
such other member as may have been appointed 
by the President to collect information. Before 
the Conference decides, every member has full 
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liberty to make any remarks upon the case he 
may think useful. , , . , 

ART. 23. Members leaving for a time, or for- 
ever, the place where the Conference is, give no- 
tice to the President, who confides to others the 
duties with which such members were charged. 

ART. 24. The Conference i then considers any 
observations that may tie made with a view to 
its interests, its increase, and the best use of its 
funds. 

ART. 25. At the close of the meeting, and be- 
fore the prayer, the Treasurer makes the collec- 
tion, to which each member contributes an offer- 
ing proportioned to his means, but always in se- 
cret. Those, who cannot spare time for the serv- 
ice of the poor, try to increase the amount of 
their pecuniary contributions. , The collection is 
intended for the use 6f the families visited, but 

: .. . , ..-,...,. ' . .; . "i; ' . i. i .'. .".' ! ' : 

the members should not neglect any other means 
that may present them selves of increasing the 
funds of the Conference. 

ART. 26. The meeting; closes w ith the Prayer 
to Saint Vincent <& Paul, ; and the prayers Pro 
benefactoribus, aiid Su 6 tuum prcesidium. 
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CHAPTER II, 

..-.-: : PARTICULAR COUNCILS. 

'ARTICLE 27. The Particular Council of a, town 
is composed of : a. President, a Spiritual 1 Director, 
Vice-Presijdent, Secretary, and Treasurer, of] all ^ 
the Presidents, : Spiritual pirectors, and Vice- 
Presidents of the Conferences of the town, and 
of the Presidents, Spiritual Directors, and Vice- 
Presidehts of Special Works in which all are in- 
terested. 

ART. 28." The Particular Council is charged 
with those works and important measures which 
interest all the Conferences of the town. 

ART. 29. It .decides on the allocation of the 
common fund. This fund is maintained by all 

.._,., / . -. - '' f '',, '-~ 'i " ' ' ' :. . ' - * 

donations not made expressly, to any pf the Con- 
ferences ^collections ^ made ,.at the geneiral meet- 
ings of the town, and oy the contributions which 
the Presidents bring to the Council in ithe name 
of their respective, Conferences. This fund is in- 

-, . i/ ---,,: ". ,-' : r. ::;.;'; . .-j.'. 1 .'. "'.' ' ' : * ' '"'' " '___' 

tended to meet the expenses ,of the Special Works 

.->-- ';::;,';': "t 1 " .;':Au,:'':, >.v;.'-. j ' ,,' " ' 

of the town, aind to sustain the poorer Confer- 
ences. 

ART. 30. The President, Spiritual Director, 
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, cdnsti- 
tute the ordinary Council, to which belongs the 
direction of the ordinary business. : 
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ART. 31. The President is appointed by the 
Council, with the advice of the iConferences. On 

7 ^ . ;.::;.. ; ... -. - . - T, --.* .-. ~r- 

the first occasion he is appointed by the united 
Conferences;; The President appoints the Presi- 
dents a.nd the Yice-I?rcsi4e]iitSiiofC,dhferGnces and 
of Special !Wor ( ks, as well as itjie,. YicerPresident, 
the Secretary, and the-freasurer. of -the Particu- 
lar Council, taking; the advice of his Council upon 
all those appointments. ; ;- : j ; ; ; :.: 

AB-TC 32. The' president of the Particular Coun- 
cil directs its proceedings, receives and submits 
propositions, and calls meetings when necessary. 
He presides at the general meetings of the district. 

ART. ; 33, The Secretary prepares, the minutes 
of the meetings of the .Council. He keeps a reg- 
ister of the names, Christian: names, professions, 
and residences ...of the members of all the Confer- 
. ences of the tovrn,: with. ;tbe dates :of their admis- 
sion, and the names of ;tbeir : proposers* He also 
registers the native places of .ithose who have not 
a fixed domicile in the town. . > 

ART. '^4.- The Treasurer ihas^charge.of the;com- 



ART*, 35.; The.;; GorifeTenees Yar -represented in 
the F articular Council by their Presidents and 
Yj.ce-Presidents. i Tho Presidents,. Spiritual Di- 
recto^s and ;Vice-Presidents of Special iWcfrks ap- 
pear there,; to ? Wiatchj over ithe -interests of those 
works. Each .makes report ^w&en invited to do 
so by the President of the Council. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE COUNCIL-GENERAL. - 

ARTICLE 36. The Council- General is composed 
of a President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treas* 
urer, and of several Councillors. 

ART. 37. The Council-General is the bond of 
all the Conferences it maintains the unity of the 
Society ; it labors for whatever can promote its 
prosperity. In this respect it adopts the course 
which it judges most useful. 

ART. 38. It decides upon the allocation of the 
central fund. This fund is maintained by dona- 
tions made to the .Society, by collections made at 
the general meetings of the Society, and by con- 
tributions from the Conferences and Councils to- 
wards the general expenses of the Society. 

ART. 39. The members of the Council-General 
are nominated- by the President -, with the advice 
of the Council. 

ART. 40. When a President-General of the So- 
ciety is to be nominated, the Council-General is 
convened by the Viee-President. This meeting 
is preparatory, its sole business being to deliber- 
ate as. to the .person who may be considered eli- 
gible for the: office. If the^ former President be 
living,, he, is requested to designate some person 
whom he thinks it would be proper to select. 
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When the Council has deliberated upon one 
or more names; it adjourns for twp months. In 
the interval, the proceedings of this preparatory 
meeting are made known to the Presidents of 
the Particular Councils., who consult their col- 
leagues, and to the Presidents of the ^Conferences, 
who consult their respective Councils, or even 
the Conferences over which they preside ; >all the 
Presidents transmit their opinions to the Coun- 
cil-General, and, according to those opinions , the 
Council-General makes the election ; an exact 
minute of which is recorded. While the elec- 
tion is pending, all the members of the Society 
offer up, either in private or in their meetings, as 
a special prayer to God, the Veni Creator, that 
His Spirit may enlighten them in the choice they 
are about to make. 

ART. 41. The President-General convokes ex- 
traordinary meetings, and presides both in the 
Council-General and in all general meetings. 

ART. 42. The Secretary -General keeps a reg- 
ister of the names, Christian .names, professions, 
residences, and dates of admission of the mem- 
bers ; also of the officers of the Councils or Con- 
ferences, and of the places, days, and hours of 
their meetings. He prepares the minutes of the 
meetings of the Council-General, and of general 
meetings. He draws up, ah annuaL report on the 
state of the works of the Society. He is charged 
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with the general correspondence with the Presi, 
dents or Secretaries of the several Councils or Con- 
ferences. He keeps the archives of the Society. 

ART. 43. The Treasurer-General has charge ot 
the funds. He keeps a regular account of the 
receipts and disbursements, and submits his ac- 
counts to the Council-General. < : 

ART. 44. If the President-General himself can- 
not preside at the Council of Paris, he appoints a 
member of the Council-General to do so. He, 
also, on the recommendation of the Secretary- 
Genera:!, appoints several members of the Coun- 
cil-General to the office of Vice-Secretaries. 



CHAPTER IV: 

GENERAL MEETINGS. 

ARTICLE 45. General meetings axe held every 
year, on the 8th of December, the feast of the 
Immaculate ^Conception of the Blessed Virgin j 
on the first Sunday of Lent ; on the Snnday of 
the Good,Shepherd ; (the anniversary of the trans- 
lation of the relics of Saint Vincent de Paul) ; * 
and on the 19th of July, the feast :of our patron 



* Which is the second Sunday after Easter. 
Id^ This arid all other foot ; notes are made by the 
Superior Council of New Yorki 
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Saint. The President is empowered, moreover, 
to call extraordinary general meetings. 

ART 46. The general meetings, like the Con- 
ferences, open with prayer and pious reading. 

ART. 47. The Secretary, having first read the 
minutes of the preceding meeting, calls aloud the 
members admitted into the different Conferences ' 
since the last general meeting, and whose names 
have been remitted to him for this purpose by 
the different Presidents. Those members rise 
the Secretary presents them to the Society and 
to the President, who addresses them in a few 
words. 

ART. 48. The Presidents of Conferences report 
on the state of their Conferences. A summary 
abstract of each report, containing the changes of 
members and of poor families, the total receipts, 
with the amount and items of the expenditure, is 
deposited in the hands of the Secretary. 

ART. 49. The Secretary then reads letters from I 
those Conferences which have not been able to 
send a representative to the meeting. He also 
reads extracts of any other letters which may in- 
terest the Society. 

ART. 50. The President then announces the 
measures taken by the Council of Direction for 
the good of the Society, and, if necessary, solicits 
the advice of the meeting. 

ART. 51. The President, or any member of 
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the Society invited by him, addresses the meeting 
in a few words of Christian apd charitable exhor- 
tation. 'The -Society ^considers itself fortunate 
when : persons eminent for -their character, their 
virtue, and their knowledge, are good enough to 
be present upon the invitation of the President 
at the general meeting, and to close it with some 
edifying remarks. 

ART; 52.7 After the collection and usual pray- 
ers, the meeting closes. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE DIFFERENT MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE 53. Besides its active members, the 

- 

Society has corresponding members, honorary 
members, and subscribers. 

ART. 54. A member, changing his residence 
and going to a place where there is no Conference 
of Saint Vincent de Paul, does not thereby cease 
to belong to the Society ;he becomes a corre- 
sponding member ;. he puts himself in communi- 
cation with the Conference or Conferences of the 
town of his diocese nearest to his residence, and 
corresponds with the Secretary of the Council or 
of the Conference of that town. Should there be 
no Conference in his diocese, he corresponds with 
.the S.ecretary?General. He receives, ^very year, 
2 
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a report on the works of the Society, and main- 
tains with it a .communion v both of prayers and 
good works, by doing whatever works of charity 
he can, and by advancing the interests of the 
Society whenever he has an opportunity. ' 

ART. 55. Honorary members do not assist at 
the ordinary meetings of the ; Conferences. They 
are invited, like the ordinary members^ to all 
other meetings. They are to send every year a 
special offering to the Treasurer of the Council or 
Conference of their town. The forms of admis- 
sion are the same for ordinary and honorary 
members; when several Conferences are estab- 
lished in a town, honorary members are admitted 
by the Particular Council/ 

ART. 56. Every Conference j majr - have, more- 
over, simple subscribers they are not members 
of the Society, but are; entitled, as benefactors, to 
its prayers* ' 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE FESTIVALS OF THE SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE 57. The Society celebrates the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin, and the Feast of -St. Yineent de Paul^ its 
Patron.* The Conferences assist in a; body at 

* July 19th. 
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mass, on the 8th of December and 19th of July, 
and also on the anniversary of the translation of 
the relics of St. Vincent de Paul .* O u these days 
the members pray for ' the prosperity of the 
Catholic Ghurchj for the lincrease of charity 
among men, and to draw down the blessings 
of God on, the work in which they are associated. 
Should any member be absent from the locality, 
or otherwise prevented from . attending, he assists 
in spirit, ; at least, with his brethren, and prays for 
them as they pray for him.f 

ART. 58. The day after the general meeting in 
Lent, J all the members of the Society assist in a 
body at the Requiem Mass, which is offered in 
the town for the repose of the souls of the de- 
ceased members of the Society. 

OBSERVATION. 

ART. 59. None of the preceding rules impose 
an obligation of conscience, but the Society relies 
for their fulfillment on the zeal of its members, 
and their love of God and of their neighbor. 



It is by following the above rules, which down 
to the present moment were mere customs, that 

* "Which is the second Sunday after Easter. 
f See explanatory note to this rule, page 141. 
\ Which has been changed to the first Sunday in Lent. 
See Brief of Pope Pius IX, Sept. 13th, 1859. 
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the young Christian assOciate&of tKe Society of 
St. Vincent d6 Faiui, have hitherto endeavored to 
attain the double end i-^ " ' - - " . 

Of learning to kno^ and love each other ;' 

Of learning to knbw, love", and 1 serve the poor 
of Jesus Christ. ''-'-' ' ? - ' ; ^- ,/ ; -' ; 

The establishment- of separate Conferences has' 
not proved an obstacle to the accomplishment of 
this double 1 end : Christiari iritim'a'ey has ' f grown 
even stronger between 5 the' members i of the ^ame 
section, than was possible- bet ween : the members 
of the whole Society: There is flo solitude like 
that of a crowd, and large assemblies^ are very 
like the multitude we see passing and bustling 
along, but which excites no interest in our breast, 
nor feels any for us. Besidesj from time to time 
we correspond with distant Conferences. Those 
belonging to the same town meet together ; and 
such meetings and letters make our "ties the 
stronger. Neither is distance nor any other ob- 
stacle insurmountable for friendship, grounded 
upon community of prayer and charitable deeds. 

Be of good courage, therefore; whether to- 
gether or separate, far or near, let us love each 
other, let us love and serve the poor. Let us 
love that little Society which made us known to 
one another, which "placed us in the path of a 
more Christian and charitable life. Let us love 
our customs, our rules : by adhering strictly 
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to them, we shallie most. certainly kept in the 
true path, as they will keep up our work. "A 
great deal of evil is done," said a holy, priest to 
another charitable association ; " let us do a little 
good."- Oh! how delightful "it.. will be one day 
to find that we have not allowed the days of our 
youth to glide away uselessly ! Youth is a field 
that requires a reaper. Let us not run through 
It in haste, and without regard to futurity ; let us 
.look around us, lejb us carefully glean every one 
of the ears that lie at our feet; let us do a little 
good, for that good is a sheaf of provision for 
life ; that good will be fruitful for us in the 
-eyes of the Lord. 

For "Regulations for the Upper Councils " see page 
144. ' : 
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-... -.'-,., v -. s. _c;k. 



In the name of th^ Fa,t]b.er^ a$d ? qf the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. A , ! 

Come, O Holy Ghost^ fill tie he^ts: o| Thy 
faithful, and enldndle in them, ;the t TQ of 
Thy love." '" " ' " "\'- ,,^^'l'^^' ; ^ -- 

"V. Send fojth Thy Spirit, and, pur hearts 
shall he regenerated : ~ 

B. And Thoii shalt reneW the face of the 
Earth. 

LET 'm PBAT. 

O God, Who, through thelight of the Holy 
Ghost, didst instruct the liearts of the faith- 
ful, grant that by the game Spirit "^e may 
he truly wise, and ; ever enjoy r His consola- 

_. ,, . .1.1 . ... ' i/ _ .. :.,.? . ,.-...' .(.-^ , ,' J-j'V.. .. J. .x ._. , ,. .. , .-, i 

tion, throngh Jesus Christ our Lord., Anien. 
Hail Mary, &c. ; r \; ; 

Y. Sacred heart of ; Jesue!,,j 1 ,. - ; 
R. Have mercy on us. ,. .. , 

Y. Queen conceived 
B. Pray for us. r ; 
Y. St. YinQent de Paul, 
B. Pray for us. 
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(From the "Steriiial, pages 1124 to 1281) 



Opening ^ i 



,... ...... .. ..... 

' In nomine ^atris. et Fflii, et 
Saneti. 



e taottini^cord^ : elii^;6 rt toons 
in eis isnem accende. ( 

:' O ,- i. " ' -"" "' .' ' -' ~ i -*' " - - : 

T. Einitte Spiritnm tutim ? iet 
R. JEt yenoYabis f aciem teme* 



Dens, qni corda fideliuni SaniBti 
1 illustratione docnisti, da nobis k iii eodem 
Spiritu recta sapere, et de ejns semper con- 
solatione gaudere, per Christtiin Dominum 
nt)strnni. Amen. 

Ave Maria,, etc. p 

T. Cor Jesu Bacratissinluiitj r : : 

E. Miserere nobis; ; ' t s ^ 

V. Kegina sine Istbe; concepta^ 

B. ( Ora pro nobis. 
- V. Sancte Yincenti ^ 

B. Ora pro nobis. 
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The Closing Prayers. 
In the name, etc. " " 

Y. St. Yincent de Paul, 
R. Pray for us. 

LET US PEAT. 

Most gracious Jesus, Who didst raise up 
blessed Yincent for^ an apostle pf. Thy most 
ardent charity in the Church, pour forth up- 
on Thy servants that same fervor of charity; 

/ . ' --- '....-../?. 

that, for the love of Thee, they may with a 
most ready heart bestow their goods upon 
the poor, and spend themselves for their 
souls : WTio with God the Father livest and 
reignest in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
world without end. : 

B, Amen. 

FOE BENEFACTORS, 

Youchsafe, we beseech Thee, Thy^grace to 
the benefactors of the poor, most tender 

. A- '.'/''' - --,- .;-, ,. '. 

Jesus, Who hast promised a hundredfold 
and a Heavenly kingdom ,.'tp those that do 
works of mercy in Thy name. 

B. Amen. 

"We fly to tlby patronage, <) holy Mo'tker 
of God : despise not our petitions in our.ne- 
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The Closing Prayers* 

In nomine Patris, etc. 

Y. Sancte Yincenti a Paulo, 

R. Orapronobis. 



OREMTJS. 

Clementissime Jesu, qui Beatum Yineen- 
tium flagrantissimse charitatis tuae apostolum 
in Ecclesia suscitasti^ effunde super f amnlos 
tuos eumdem charitatis ardorem, nt amore, 
tuo libentissime in pauperes impendant sna, 
et seipsos super impendant, qui cum Deo 
Patre vivis et regnas in unitate Spiritus 
Sancti Deus, per omnia ssscula ssaculomni. 

B,. Amen. 



PKO BENEFACTOEIBUS. 

Benefactoribus pauperum gratiam largiri 
dignare, piissime Jesu, qui imperituris mis- 
ericordiain in nomine tuo centuplum reg- 
numque co3leste promisisti. 

B. Amen. 

Sub tuum prsesidium confugimus, sancta 
Dei Grenitrix : nostras deprecationes ne des- 
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cessities, but deliver u&rJ i^otm #11 dangers, 
ever glorious and v blessed ^irasjin. 

^j ------ -- ^; -T-- . . s --- >-_, -__i_<^ ^,- _;',;,_ ;_,_ ''..;'.'"_....-..., 

K. Amen. ( ;, 

And may tlie souls of tlie f aithf ul, throngli 
*lie mercy of : Grod, rest in peace. " . '; 
E. Amen. ; ; 

In the name, etc. v 

A PBATES TJSED BY THE TVGEMBEES^ OP THE BROTH- 
ERHOOD OF ST. T^NCEOT DE 



"We thank thee, ;O Lord ! for the graces 
: and blessings which Thou hast been hitherto 

CJ v . '-- ' ;-'''-' -.-.;.. ^ - j,> ....-;;.;. j 

"pleased to bestow upon the Society ^of Si. 
Yincent de Paul. 

~We still ask of Thee to grant us these sanie 

' blessings ;f or this dear Society, for its several 

Conferences, and in particular^ for the Con- 

ference of which we are members. Grant 

that our society may be fortified, extended,' 

and perpetuated, through its primitive spirit 

" of piety, simplicity^ and ; brotherly linipn, in 

Border thatvit^ irndertakings, .Ipe^^ <M- 

- Bested of .all .earthly interest, may become 

daily more fruitful for .Heaven. 

v * -.,.--. ;. < .1* .:,~;.:. "-*-.--.- . . . -, ] ;- . .^ 

Thou kaowest, Q Lord! the, spiritual-jand 

^temporal: misery of the? f amilj[e!S ; we ^ndeavor 

to assist ; Thon I^nowest likewige pur p ow|L ; 
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picias^in necessitatibiis ;- sed a~ perieulis 
tis libera nos semper, : Tirgo gloiiiosa 
dicta. ' - : ; ". i ..'.-u-. 



Et fidelinm-aidmfle ;per .slisericordiaaii Dei 
Teqiiiescant in pace. 
- B. Amen. " r ; _ -'-;-' r' j -' ; -'- : ^ > : ;t - r ! -.' 

In nomine Patris, etc. 



J?iBA.TE]B TTSED BY THE MEMBEE8 OP THE 

EISEtOdiy OF STJTlif CENT DE PAUi^ : 

G-ratias agimus tibi, Domihe^ qni Sbcie^ 
Sanbti Vincentii a Paialcr tot ac tantis 
MedidfcionibHis cttmulare? dignatu^ 

es. - - : .-'..'.. f^ ^^i'-^ 

Saiic igftur J noBis - dnectissimam Secie* 
tatem precamuir tisque respicias, sed et singii- 
las illras payee et -earn : imprimis -cui adscribi^ 
mnr. Eac, qusestiintis^ nt propagettir libi^iie 
et in perpetuuin cbnfirmetur, Tigente sem- 
per ebdeni^ q^ f ^ ab initio, pietatis, sim- 
plicitatis et fraternae dileetionis affectu^ ita 
nt illius opera, ab omni pfbrsns terrestri 
f oeriore et cupiditate libera, magis ac magis 
in Co3liim f eciindentur. 

Scis ipsej Bomine, qnam miiltis indigeant 
turn sjiiritualibiis, tnm temporalibtis, bonis 
f amiliae^attperum, quibus pro parte, exigua 
nimis opitulamur. Scis et quam inultis ipsi 
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be pleased to* have pity on all, and let all 
experience the effects of Thy infinite mercy. 

We beseech Thee, in particular, O G-od! 
to help those among our brethren who are 
undergoing sundry trials; let them never' 
want that strength, that light, that peace and 
hope which come from Thee; let their trials 
and our own, which alike proceed from Thee, 
be supported with patience and resignation^ 
so as to, be agreeable to Thy eyes and replete 
with fruits of salvation. 

Lastly, O Lord 1 we entreat Thee, through 
the merits of our Lord Jesus Christy and 
the special intercession of the Immaculate^ 
Blessed Mary, and of our holy patronj to 
give one day a place in Thy kingdom to the 
families of our poor, to our brethren, and to 
ourselves. 

E. Amen* 
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indigeamus. Miserere nostri,J3omine, et in- 
finitam misericbrdiam tuam omnes pariter 
sentiamus. . ; 

Nostris quoque f ratribus qui eodem Bobis 
j ^on junguntur sodaHtdo, si c[Tii variis iranc 
bremuntur angustiis, subveni, piissime Deus. 
Jnf unde illis f ortitiidinem, prudentiam, pa-- 
cem et fiduciam qnsd a te sunt. Nostree et 
illorum sewinuisa patieater pro Cliristo tol- 
eratae, tibi Bint _aeceptae ..eft in salntem fructi- 
ficent. ; 

Fusis tandem precihus, te Domine^ per 
merita Domini riostri Jesu Christij<special- 
emque beatse Marise Immactdatae et sancti 
Vincentii ; intercessionem deprecamur, ut 
soltitis nostraB mortalitatis -vinculis, omnes 
nobis propinquitate seu ; necessitndine de- 
vinctos, pauperes nobis commissos r carissi- 
mosque sodales, regni tui nobiscum- facias 
esse participes. 

B. Amen. 
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Come, Q Creator 

"Visit this Qul of Tjmie; 
This heart'of ^hy s creatin 

Fill Thou with grace 

Who Paraclete art call'd, 
Thegjif t of Giod at>ove, 
Pure Unction 1 holy Fire, 

'X .-.'' " V ' i ' f 

And 



Finger of (arod's right hand, 
Tne Father's promise true, 

"WTio sieve 
"Whb 



Pour loye iirto pnr hearts ; 

Our senses toiieliwitlilaglit; 
Make strong our human frailty 

"With 



Cast far otir deadly: 



So, Thee before us 
May we escape each ilLT 

The Father, and the Bony 

Through Thee may we receive ; 
In Thee, from Both proceeding^ 

Through endless iuW believe. 

Praise to tibe Father ijbe; .._ 

Praise lo the Son wfro rose >'; 
And praise to Thee, ble6t"Spirit> 
tile age on ages flows. Amen. 
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x Yeni v 6i 



Mentes irabruia i 



Qta Tu ereasti pectora; 

Qiii diceris Pa3&elittiSj J 
Altissmii Donuna: Bei4 r 
FQBS yi^Tis, Ignis^ G/haiitas, 
UncfcioJ ^ 



.. , . 

Tu septif ormis mtmer0, 
PigifciiCPaten]L?g cfeterse, 
Tu rite proinissum Patris, 
Sermone ditans giittTcira; 



lurtten sensibns, 
Infupde amorein cco-dibife, 
Irffimiai Jriostri corpbris 
Yintiifce fenani perpeti. 

Hostem repellas longing 
Pacemqiie dpjies .protiiius ; " 

sic * ; ' 



Per Te sciamiis 4 a . 
]!^$carirci8 : aitqui Mi 
Teqiie utriusque SpintiuEt 



Beo 
Et 

Siirrexit, acJParaclitb^ : r 
Insaeculonim'saecida. Amen, 
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Out of the depths 1 have cried to Thee, O 
Lord: Lord, hear nay voice. s 

Let Thine ears ^hearken : to the voice of 
my supplication. - v 

If Thou, Lord, shalt mark our iniqui- 
ties : O Lord, who can abide iti : . 

For with Thee there is mercy: and by 
reason of Thy law I have waited on Thee, 
OLord. : . 

My soul hath Waited on His word : my 
soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

From the morning watch even Unto night : 
let Israel hope in the Lord. 

For with the Lord there is mercy : and 
with Him plenteous redemption. 

And He shall redeem Israel : from all his 
iniquities. 

Y. Eternal rest give to them, O Lord, 

B. And let perpetual light shine upon 
them. , _ . . 

Y. Kay they rest in peace. 

U. Amen. .- <-. : ^.. -.-r.. : ..: 

Y. Lord hear my prayer, ! 

B. And let my cry come mito Thee. 

Y. The Lori be with 

B. And with Thy spirit. 
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Psalm cxxix. 

De profondis clainavr ad te, Domine: 
Domine, exaudi ^oeemlneam. 

Fiant aui es tuse intendentes : in vocem de- 
precationis mese. 

Si iniqnitates obsefvaveris, Bomine: Do- 
mine, quis siistinebit ? . ' 

Qida apud te propitiatio est : et proptei* 
legem tuam sustimii te, Domine. : 

Sustinuit anima mea in verbo ejns : spe- 
ravit anima mea in Domino. 

A custodia matutina nsqne ad noctem: 
speret Israel in Domino. 

Quia apud Dominum misericordia : et 
copiosa apud enm redemptio. 

Et ipse redimet Israel: ex omnibus ini- 
quitatibus ejus. 

"V. Requiem seternam dons, eis, Domine, 
B. Et lux perpetua luceat eis. 

Y. Kequiescant in pace. 
B. Amen. 

Y. Domine, exaudi orationem meain, 
B. Et clamor meus '-aid te Teniat. 

Y. Dominus vobis cum, 
B. Et cum spirifra tiio. 
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O Gj&d, the Creator 

the faithful ; grant -to the 

yants anck Thyt 'J^droaufe Hi%)a1rtM ^the :re- 

mission of all their sins, thatj through the 

Devout praters of Thy Ghurch on earthy they 

may obtain that reinission of >-pah>: ^Fhich 

they have ever desired. Who Uvest and 

, , . V . i - j O :. ..'"'- - . - * *> -. . -- ' - i " 

reiffhest world without end* ..= "i;,:..v.v 

CJ *, . ...... i _._... ^ .... : i ..--_.-... _., 

. B. ; ATnen. - . . : r ; v 'i,-X :/ ^'H.V i ji' :: V-- : . '';' 
" Y. 'May they rest in peace. ~ - L 
K. Amen. = 



The translations, which 'are not given in full in the 
Manual, are from the Rules and Notes as heretofore pub* 
lished. ^ 



I)eiis .. pmjminiu cpnditcff et re- 
v ajaimabras ; f amuJoruni f atiralarum- 
tuariiin remissioiiem.. cmictorum tribne 
peccatorum : ut indiilgfentiain, quain sean- 
per pptaverjmt, piis" sx^plicationibTis conse- 
Qip Yms :efesiegaas in sssciila sse- 



B. . 

Y. Reqidescant in pace. 
B. Amen. .', : ,--,,-. - rj- .^ ; 
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\ 

... '..,.. v ... - ... . , 

BRIEFS OF THE ROMAN PONTIFFS. 

(From the Manual, pages 129 to 149.) 

THE BRIEF OF HIS HOLINESS POPE GREGORY XVI ? TO THE 
COUNCIL GENERAL OF THE SOCIETY; OF SAINT VINCENT DE 

' 'PAUL. \ , ..:.":. . . .' .. '-.. ' "" :"' " " ': 

GREGORY XVI, POPE. , 

For the perpetual .remembrance of :the thing. ' 

IT becometh the Roman Pontiff to enrich, in a special 
manner, with the heavenly treasures of the Church,, those 
pious Societies that labor "with all : care and zeal in the 
performance of works of Christian charity. Wherefore, 
having been earnestly solicited by the President and 
Council-General of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul/ 
which was originally established in Paris, to grant to 
that Society some indulgences, as well plenary as partial, 
We have thought fit that their pious supplication should 
be freely acceded to. 

Wherefore, We mercifully grant, in the Lord, a plen- 
ary indulgence to all and every the members, whether 
attached to the now instituted Council-General at Paris, 
of the said Society, or to Particular Councils of Paris and 
other cities, who, beiijg truly penitent, shall have con- 
fessed their sins and received Holy Communion, pro- 
vided that they shall have been present at all, or at three 
out of the four meetings of the Council which are holden 
in the month. : 

Further, to all active members, as they are termed, of 
the Society itself, and also the members of the Councils, 
and others of whom mention has been above made, who 
may have previously obtained "the aforesaid indulgence, 
We in like manner grant a plenary indulgence, provided 
that they shall have been present at all, or at three oat 
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Of the four meetings or conferences holden in the month, 
and that being truly penitent, and having confessed their 
sins, they shall have received the Most Holy Sacrament 
of the Eucharist. Moreover, We likewise grant the same 
plenary indulgence, to be gained by all persons to be ad- 
mitted into the aforesaid Society on that day, on which, 
being in like manner truly penitent, and having confessed 
their sins, and having - received Holy Communion, 
they shall have been received into the different active 
grades of aspirant member, ordinary member, member 
of a Particular Council, or of the Council-General. More- 
Over,, We likewise grant a plenary indulgence to all mem* 
hers, as well active as honorary, of the said Society, who, 
on the feasts of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and of Saint Vincent de Paul, and on the 
second Sunday after Easter, which is the anniversary of 
the translation of the relics of the same Saint Vincent ; 
as also on the Monday after the first Sunday of Lent, be- 
ing truly penitent and having confessed their skis, shall 
have received Holy Communion at the Mass which 
is celebrated on those aforesaid days for the Society, and 
shall have been present at the general meeting which is 
holden at those seasons. And also, in like manner, We 
grant a plenary indulgence to all the members and bene- 
factors of the Society v who, at the hour of death, being 
truly penitent, and haying' confessed their sins, or if un- 
able to do so, 'being- at least contrite, shall have devoutly 
invoked the name Jesus, with their lips> if able, but if 
not, with their heart, and^with a patient and ready spirit 
shall have received death from the hand of the Lord as 
the wages of sin.' Moreover, We remit, according to the 
usual form of the Church, .seven years, and as many 
quarantines, of :the penances enjoined on them, or other- 
wise in any way jdue by them, to all active members of 
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the same Society, as often as, at least with a contrite 
heart, they shall have visited any -Conference, any- poor 
family, or the schools and workshops of the poor, or shall 
'have performed any other good work, according to the 
spirit of the -said Society; which .partial: indulgence .the 
actave members of the aforesaid ISbciqty can each _gain, 
as often as with a contrite heart they shall attend at the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered tip for the soul , of any 
member, and as often as they shall have accompanied 
the bodies of poor persons tcTecclesiastical sepulture. All 
and singular these indulgences and relaxations of pen. 

O -'"" ' ." " : ' i: -"V &-::'.-_ .--.^ ;, .. y-j- -i-.y. ,~..-^ . . . * ~ 

nces We allow to be applicable, by way of suffrage, tp 
tfre - souls of the faithful of Christy whp : hall have de- 
.parted) life united in charity iwdth God. linallyi by tl|e 
ame> Our Apostolic Aiithority^ We give and grant all W?d 
each of the aforesaid indulgences ; to all other Councils 
rand Conferences of the same Society,! which,- with : th ap- 
-probation of the Couneil-Gneral, are instituted,, whether 
t>y'the Council <Jeneral itself oti by the Particular. Goun- 
<cils of -cities or, of provincesxalj'ea.dy -instituted .by tlie 
-Council-General; also to; members , who, Jive in placea 
wherein a Conference is not yet.establishedj, if in/ such 
iplaces they shaU have.performed^as/arias.they/are able, 
the usual works^and Bhall have ompUed; wjth the. other 
'conditions already ^preacribed.r Our^rule, jand... the ruje 
of the Apostolical; ChanceEy.; of not granting indulgences 
"tid instdr, aud the other Apostolical, constitutions and .Qr- 
dinances, iand all other things to the cipntrary hereof, 
-notwithstanding, , ; And, We also - wish:.th.at ; transcripts .or 
Jopies, even [printe4 ones^ of these Betters, bearing t|e 
vwgnature ^ of aipersoa^of ejecleaiastical digmty^may, iuore 
ever, receive-the same-credit a]S.WQuildt" 
letters, were they produceid and, Bhowp. f y_ . 
: Given at Rome, at St. Peter's, ^u^der^the 
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, the 10th day of January, 1845, ia the fourteenth 
year of our 'Pontificate. >: .v v; : -<-.' ...:.'-. :;. 

' (Placed Jfc*he Seal;)> ? v ; 



Approted^as aiaithftil'ttanslatiou of the. Brief of i 

New York, August, 11 r 
JOHN; Bishop 



*" It'Ta deeiiied sufficient,' in this publication of the Rules 
and Notes, to state the substance of 'the Supplementary 
Briefs, five in number^ and to give references to other 
f <ihe } publication; * - ."'.: v ' 

I. By^ a v Brief of Pope'Gf^gory X1TI, dated August 12th, 
'certain' Indu3gences were granted to ithe Benefactofs 
of the Society, the details of which appear on page 66, 
' fcelow, in ^paragraphs I; II, HI and IY, under the title of 
** Ibdulgences granted to^the Benefactors of the Societyii'' 
(See Brief on pages 134 to 136 of Manual.) . --^ 
11^ By;^ ; Brief- 'ofc Pope ^PinsrlX, dated March^lStih, 
1^53; it is provided -that the' Plenary Indulgence, granted 
^ the Brief of January 10th;xl 846yfbr;the Feast of the Ip- 
"ihffculate G6n^eption;--nia ! y be-gained either on, the day of 
that feast itself, or on the day to which it may be traBB- 
: ferrdd, -Md^at the Plenary'Indulgenice granted for the 
' Fieast of St.- Ynrcent de'Paul-Tfiay^bfe gained ei&eroa^e 
* ^ay itsielf ! (tne c 'i9^-aa3r ? ofuiy^ y >o 
L days wlilc^^foflo^i^ '^ee^ feeloV on^>agea^3 an<i 64i4n 
' paragra^ W> imder "the ;5 tltte^)f "Indulgences granted 
" to members of^h^^bcy^'^aeddRiTi^^V aad^aotev : :.l] -< 
(See Brief on pages 136 to"l3& of Manual).; ^.^Q ; 
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III. By a Brief of Pope Pius IX, dated March 18th, 1854, 
a Plenary Indulgence is granted, on the usual conditions, 
to the members who attend a Retreat and offer certain 
specified prayers, and an indulgence of one hundred days 
is granted to those who follow a' part of the exercises of 
a Retreat and offer the same prayers. See below, on 
page 65, in paragraph VII, under the title of "Indul- 
gences granted to members of the Society." 

(These Indulgences are applicable to the souls in pur- 
gatory.) 

(See Brief on pages 138 to 140 of Manual.) 

IV. By a Brief of Pope Pius IX, dated September 13th, 
1859, modifications of previous Briefs are made and cer- 
tain Indulgences are granted. 

1st. The Plenary Indulgence, which can be gained on 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, may be alsj> 
gained on the Sunday immediately following, provided 
the Feast does not fall on a Sunday, or is not transferred 
to another Sunday. 

2d. The Plenary Indulgence granted for the first 
Monday of Lent is transferred to the Sunday imme- 
diately preceding. . 

3d. It is provided that in any place, where the scar- 
city of priests presents an obstacle, the members of the 
Society may gain a Plenary Indulgence even though the 
Mass, which they hear, shall not be celebrated at the in- 
stance of the Society. 

4th. A Plenary Indulgence' is granted ,.tq any of the 
faithful poor of either sex aided by the Society who, 
having complied _ with the usual conditions, shall visit 
, devoutly any church or public oratory on Christmas 
Day, on the Feast of St. Joseph, and, on the last day 
of the annual Retreat, and shall offer certain specified 
prayers. 
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x - 5th. An Indulgence of three hundred days is granted 
to all the members of the Society and its benefactors each 
time that, with a contrite heart, they recite, in any lan- 
guage, the prayer, of the Society, " Gratias agimvs" etc., 
"We give thee thanks," etc. 

6th. An Indulgence of one hundred days is granted 
.to all whom the Society relieves, provided that, with a 
contrite heart, they recite alone, or with their fami- 
lies, the Our Father and Hail Mary, adding, in any lan- 
guage : " Queen conceived without sin, pray for us ; " " Sf. 
Vincent de JPaul,,pray for us" . 

. See below, on pages 63, 64 and 65, in paragraphs .IV 
and YHI, under the title of "Indulgences granted to 
members of the Society"; on page 66, in paragraph V, 
under the title of" Indulgences granted to the benefactors 
of the Society "; and on page 6T, in paragraphs' I and II, 
under t the title of "Indulgences granted to the- poor 
under the care of the Society." 

(These Indulgences are applicable to the souls in Pur- 

gatory.) ""_'..;. '""J ' ' , V .; '" .; . ';'/ ' 
(See Brief on pages 141 to 145 of Manual. ) 

Yr By a ? ri ef of Pope Pius IX, dated September 5th, 
1&YS, certain jndiiigences are granted tbthe fathers and 
mothers of members "of the Society, the details of which 

'''>!"(.', I"*-':' >';,'; f- "--', o-t . j-;, '-;';.- ;.': ,'.':' -..,. -...-,..:-,: 

appear "below, i on;pages ; 618 and 69, under the title of "!& 

dulgences granted 1 to the fathers ; and mothers of the mem' 

berspf the i Society." ' , ^ - ; 

(Thse Indulgences ^^ ire appKcable to the souls in Pur* 

' ' " 



: , .. 

(See Brief on pagos 146 to 149 of Manual.) 
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'T .-' 



(From the JtfamLal, jpages 160 to 158.) 



, ON INDULGENCES TIN . 

Faith, teaches us that, after having obtained in 

Sacrament of Penance the remission of ^ 
sins Committed after Baptism in so far^ at 
asrregards eternal punishment in most cases 
there still remains due to Divine Justice a tem- 
|>oral ^reparation ^called satisfaction. The neces- 
sity of this satisfaction^ after forgiveness of sin,. is 
acknowledged ; and admitted^ by all; Catholic ^di- 
vines, and the works, by which we offer it to God, 
are prayer^ almsgiving^ festihg, and also submis- 
sioicilto the Divine Will in Jail the troubles iand 
afflictions^ of life. .' Nevertheless* 'aa these iwdrkfij 
ef atonement may for divers xTeasprisbe^ and 
oftfem auej ^insufficient^ thevGhurch^^ infallible in -the 
knowledge and exercise of her ^spiritual 
comes to iSie assistance of Her children;" ^ 
use of the, authority /derived froin her 1 - Di vine 
EVwinder/ she remits wjhblly| or ; ins^part^ 'biit on 
Certain conditions carefully determined by her- 
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self, the temporal punishment that yet remained; 
to be expiatedrriit ttusrworW orrthe next. 

The remission of this temporal punishment due 
to sing^reii^jreliey^ : penalty of 

eternal damnation, and which the Church grants 
independently of tne Sacrament of Penance, is 
called an Indulgences - \, f 

Indulgences do not absolve any one from the 
necessity of confessing his sins, receiving absolu-^ 
tion and d;oing penance I' bir tHe contrary, they- 
imply:.thal5 aU^thesa things j have :been already: 
done,: and -only make up. for- the deficiency of any 
atonem erit we: ourselyes can offer, ;b.y; apply mg 'to 
uai the ^superabundant satisfaction of iJesiis Christ, 
the Blessed; Yirginy and the Saints^ I .::'-.'_ 

, These infinite satfefectiona offered by the Son 
of \Cbd atid the Blessedl^yilrgini as also ;by diveria 
Saints wio, during their lifetime, have, more than 
atohedifor their own: sins, form, :axx5oiding to Pope 
GJement V I, a weali treasure} "which increases every? 
day by the accumulation of .new t spiritual riches^. 
and of i.whichythe.: Church v has been divinely -insti** 



firom rthis r treasure this/ Church' draws the Indnl- 
gences shSendaily applies lo theiEaithful/ atid which. 
are ? destined tor complete or replace the satisfac- 
tion still- due from them: ;to pivine Justice. 
I Indulgences^ granted ^ the Jhurch are i either 
Plenary QT <Ifatial.n3Ehety, are Plenary 
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they remit the whole of the punishment due to 
sin, provided always the blot or : guilt of sin has 
been effaced ; Partial when they only remit a part 
of the temporal punishment due to sin, as; for in- 
stance; an Indulgence for seven years or seven 
periods of forty days. 

. By thus granting Indulgences, which include a 
fixed number of days ; weeks, or years, the Church 
does not pretend to abridge numerically, by so 
much, the pains of purgatory ; her meaning is to re- 
mit thereby a portion of the temporal punishment 
equal to that which would have been remitted by 
the same number of days, weeks, or years of 
Canonical Penance, as formerly enjoined by the 
Penitential Canons. 

Indulgences, Plenary and Partial, may be ap- 
plied to souls in Purgatory, but only when the 
Briefs granting them authorize thereto. Still, the 
Church does not and cannot apply them directly 
to the dead, over whom she no longer possesses 
any jurisdiction ; she grants them to the Faith- 
ful still living. These latter fulfill the works im- 
posed,, and present the atoning value of the. 
Indulgence to God, by way of suffrage for the 
dead : praying Him to accept it in total or partial 
remission of the temporal punishment that may 
yet remain for their expiationi 

That these Indulgences are acceptable to God 
and beneficial to souls in Purgatory is affirmed by 
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all Catholic Divines. But how far and in what 
degree God applies them toithe souls we wish to 
relieve is a question not to be determined. This 
application depends for its extent upon the Sov- 
ereign Will of God, who has not, as in the Induk 
gences for the living, to ratify, in this case, the 
sentence of. His Church. .><. 



CONDITIONS REQUISITE FOR GAINING INDULGENCES . 

The conditions prescribed for gaining Indul- 
gences relate both to the. dispositions of the 
Faithful and to the works required. 

On the part of the Faithful two dispositions 
are necessary : to be in a; state of Grace, and to 
have the intention of gaining the Indulgence. 

1st. That he, who is, and perseveres, in a state of 
mortal sin, cannot gain Indulgences, admits of no 
doubt. Liable to eternal punishment, while he , 
remains m that state, he can by no means pre- , 
tend to remission of the temporal pain due to 
sins that have neither been confessed nor ab- 
solved. ; The inclination to venial sin does not 
prevent gaining Indulgences^ which in .this case 
may be ; appliecl ,,to Bother sins already remitted. 
Still, these Indulgences cannot be Plenary, be- 
cause the temporal punishment due .to ;sm, 
even venial, cannot be remitted, if the sin itself 
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5 riot' already been vretnttte$i; vaitid tHis remis- 
sioft cMinot takeiupla^ 

wards the^perpetraftoiiosifi. , on: ; ^ v- 

2d* The intention requisite -for ^gainhig : aa In-- 
diilgetice may be taken 6nly< hi the .Morning^ and 
aj>plied j to all^gbod worksite be ipetformeda 
day, and to which the Indulgences iftr;e attached. 



OF THE INDULGEINCJES (JRASTTED TO THE MEMBERS 
OF THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT ' E>E 'PA-trL/'-Tp 

ITS BENEFACTORS, TO ITS POOR^ AND TO* THE FATH- 
ERS AND MOTHERS OF ITS MEMBERS. 

Indulgences granted to member s ; of tfie Society. 

I. A Plenary Indulgerice!' niay ! be gained} once 
a tnonth/by meinbers of the Council-General^ arid 
by ; niehibei*s of Superior and Central Councils 
arid of the Particular Councils of Paris, and of otlh 
er citieis^ provided^ that, ibeing : truly contrite arid 
having gOrie 1 ' to^ Confession and received Holy 
Communion, they? shall atterid all the meetings' 
of 1 thei-r^CbtriJcilV or at least, three" of^ the; 1 four 7 
Monthly meetings. : ; :-: ,; > 

II; Aiike^lndulgerice is grlaritedito>^ 
tive members^riot excepting $he aboTer-meiitioned- 
members of Councils, who may haye gain ed the : 
Indulgence mentioned in the preceding paratgrS|)hv 
provided that, being truly contrite aft^f 
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gone ; td onfession^and '-received ;Holy ;Gom- 
muriionj tnej^shsll ;assist;at ? aU ?*the > meetings .of 
.their Conference, or;atithreev;out of ;four *.of , ; ,the 



^ ! iPlenary^Indulgen.qe vis' granted =to 
who, being truly contrite and ^having /cqiifessed 
tneir sins and received HolyjCommunion, shialM>e 
admitted to the various active grades- of aspirant 
member, ordinary member, member of a Par- 
ticular Council, and member of _the Council-Gen- 
eral, on .the days upon which ttieyvare admitted 
to each, of /these grades, 

IV. All the members, active or honorary, : can 
gain a Plenary Indulgence on the feasts of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 

'Mary, on the 2d Sunday after Easter, and on the 
first Sunday of Lent ; provided that,4iaving con- 
fessed their sins; they shall receive -Holy Com- 

^munion at the Mass at which the. -members 
attend in a body, -and which, in< accordance with 

j the Brief of 13th : ;Sept., 1 859, needs .not, neces- 
sarily^ be; offered for the- Society i; * and provided 
they Slso assist' at: the general nieetmg\whieh is 
held about that time. '.- ^ ^ . ;i v ;i 

vByithe>Brief ;x>f 18th March, il 853, ^ie;Plen- 
-ar-y^ Iniiulgence can be gained either^pn, nthe ^feast 



* Thiot is; if the sieaircit^ ^ o priest^ ^stoiiild present an 
6/ above." ' ;. ; 
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of the Immaculate Conception itself, 1 or, if trans- 
ferred j on the day ' on which ' it happens to be 
solemnized. By the Brief of 13th %ept., 1859, 
this Indulgence may be gained on 'the' Sunday 
following the feast, unless the festival fall on 
Sunday j or, in a particular localityi "be traiisferred 
to another Sunday; the latter case 3 is provided 
for by the Brief of 18th March, 1853. 

By this same Brief, of the 18th March^ 1853, 
the Plenary Indulgence, annexed t6t-h^ ! feast of 
St. Vincent de Paulj may be gained either on the 
feast itself (19th July) or on any of the seven 
following daySi ? : ; . ; 

V. ; A. Prenary Indulgence is granted at the 
point of death to the members of the Society who, 
being truly penitent^ and having confessed their 
sins, if possiblcj ; andj if not, Deirig truly contrite, 
shall devoutly call upon the Name, "of Jesus; with 
their lips, if able, and, if not able, at any Tate with 
their heart^ and shall with patience arid courage 
accept death frorn God's hand, as r the punishment 
of sin.--- '- '.:-" \ : ^' : : "- '-'' : - i ' :: ' : rj r' : " ;1 V" 1 :,," .'. ' 

"VI. An'jlndulgence of seven years and seven 
times forty days is granted to a'll : the active 
members ? each time' thatj with iat ; least contrite 
heartSj they assist at a Conference^mee'thig^visit a 
poor family, or the schools or work-shops of the 
poor, or perform any other good 'work in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the Society.- They can 
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also gain tliis Jndulgence each time that they as- 
sist at the ,Hply Sacrifice of the Mass whenever it 
is celebrated for the repose of the soul of any v as- 
sociate, or accompany the remains of the poor to 
Christian Burial; <.. ." 

1 All these Indulgences may be gained by asso- 
ciates, living , in places where no Conference 'has 
as yet been established, provided they perform, 
the usual .works of Charity and fulfill the other 
prescribed conditions. 

VII. 'When the Conferences have Ketreats or 
courses of Spiritual Exercises, a Plenary Indul- 
gence is granted to all the members who assist 
devoutly at ;! all the Exercises, provided, 'being 
truly penitent and having confessed .their sins, 
they receive Holy Communion at the Mass 
onrtlie last day , of the Retreat, -and pray for the 
concord of Christian princes, the extirpation '-, of 
heresies, and the exaltation of pur Holy Mother 
the Church. An Indulgence of ; 100 days is 

v . : '.'- j .., : '\ A : .-';;- ./....;..-. v' - . -. . - - .- - - - - tf 

gr^nt^d; to those, who, bemgr^ruly contrite, fol- 
low a part of the Exercises and pray as above. 

YIJI. i A.n Indulgence -of 3@Q days is granted to 
all 4h^ 'inemt|,ers of ibhe Society each time that, 
with a contrive heart, they recite, in any language, 
the prayer of the Spciety: "We thank thee, O 

'''''''' " "'" '' ' 



Indulgences, are applicable tp the souls 

in Purgatory 4^: -; V . ; "..'-'' 

' " 
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Indulgences granted to the Benefactors of the 

Society. 

I. A Plenary Indulgence and remission of their 
sins may be gained, once a month, by each and 
every one of the faithful of either sex, who regu- 
larly gives a fixed and determined alms to the 
Council-General, on condition of contrition, con- 
fession and Holy Communion. 

II. An Indulgence of seven years and seven 
times forty days may be gained, once a month, by 
all the faithful of either sex, who, in like manner, 
send a fixed alms to the Particular Councils estab- 
lished by the Council-General in any province or 
town. 

til. An Indulgence of one year may be gained, 
once a month, by all the faithful of either sex, 
who, by subscription, or in any other way, under- 
take to give regularly a fixed alms to tlie Confer- 
ences approved by the Council-General, or by 
the Particular Councils authorized by it to dp so. 

IV. An Indulgence of seven years and of seven 
times forty days may be gained, once a. month, by 
all the faithful of either sex, on the days upon 
which they shall have made a Collection for the 
Council-General or for any Particular Council. 

V. An Indulgence of 300 days is granted to 
the benefactors of the Society every time that, 
with a contrite heart, they recite the prayer of 
the Society : " We give Thee thanks, Lord." 
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VI. A Plenary IMulgerice^it the point of death 
is also granted to the" benefactors of the Society 
in the ; saine forni; as ,tp { the members. 



Indulgences granted to the poor under the care \of 
-, the Society. 

I. The Brief of the 13th September, 1859, grants 
to all , the poor of either sex, to whom the Society 
of St. Vincent de JPaul gives assistance, a Plenary 
Indulgence on Ohristm as Day, on the Feast of 
St. Joseph, and, on the last day of the annual Re- 
treat, provided that, being truly contrite and 
having confessed their sins and received Holy 
Communion, they devoutly visit any Church or 
public .oratory and pray therein for concord 
among Christian princes, for the extirpation of 
heresy, and the exaltation of our Mother the 
Church : as to the two/festivals, the visit to the 
Church may be made at any time between first 
Vespers and the end of the festival : and on the 

JL .' . '.'-'-... " *. .' j t i - ,. * ' '''' ' ' ' " ' 

last day of the,Ile<ireat the .visit must be made 
between sunrise and sunset. i; 

II. The same Briefgrants an Indulgence of 100 
days to all, whom the Society relieves, provided 
that, with a contrite l^eart, they recite alone, or 
with their family, the; Qur Father and Mail Mary, 
adding, in any language, the following in vocation: 
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*' Queen conceived without sin, pray [for MS; j 
Vincent de Paul, pray for us " 

(These Indulgences are applicable to the .soj 
in Purgatory.) 



Indulgences granted to the 

members of the Society. 

I. A Plenary Indulgence's granted at the tqur 
of death to all and every one of the fathers .and 
mothers of members of the Society, who, being 
truly penitent, having confessed their _sjns and 
received Holy Communion, or, if unable to do so, 
at least with true contrition, invoke, with the lips, 
if they can do so, and, at least with their heart, it 
unable to do more, the Holy Name of Jesus. 

II. A Plenary Indulgence and remission of .all 
their sins to the same, provided they attend .every 
day at the Society!s Retreat, and on the conclu- 
ding day, being truly penitent, and haying con- 
fessed their sins and received Holy Communion, ' 
assist at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and 
pray devoutly for concord among Christian 
Princes, the extirpation of heresies, a.nd the e;x- 
Citation of our Holy Mother the Church. 

III. An Indulgence of 100 days to Ikhe same, 
provided, on any day, they assist with devotion , at 
the before mentioned Spiritual Exercises. 

IV. An Indulgence of seven years and .seven 
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times forty days is also granted to the same per- 
sons, as often as they assist at any religious office 
celebrated for the soul of any deceased member 
of the Society, or accompany the mortal remains 
of the poor to Christian burial, or do any other 
pious or charitable work in, accordance with the 
practice of the Society. 

(All these Indulgences are applicable to the 
souls in Purgatory.) 



II-TBO-DUOTIO'I. 



TO THE 



EXPLANATORY NOTES. 



The spirit of an association is to be found particularly 
in its rule, and if it extend, and be perpetuated, it becomes 
necessary to fix its usages by positive regulations, and not 
to leave the observance of them to depend any longer 
upon the interpretation of individuals, necessarily vari- 
able as- it would be. This it was which, eighteen years 
ago, made the early members of the Society of St. Yin- 
cent de Paul draw up the Rule which, saving such modi- 
fications in the details as time has necessarily brought 
into it, governs it up to the present day. 

But, in order that a rule should last, it is not of less 
consequence to know its precise purposes than its general 
tendencies ; for, if the latter should never destroy the 
spirit, nevertheless the former is an element necessary to 
the understanding of the primitive and fundamental idea. 

But, for a long time past, complaints have been made 
in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, that the Rule itself 
is not understood ; that its articles, although placed under 
every eye, are not known; and, consequently, that old tra- 
ditions are very often departed from unintentionally. As 
this evil actually exists, it has been considered that it 
would be easily remedied by publishing some explanatory 

[71 J - 
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notes upon the different articles of the General Rule. By 
collecting under each article the passages of the Circulars 
which refer to it, the usages made sacred by tradition, 
the additions made by force of circumstances, it is hoped 
that a new interest will be given to the reading of these 
articles, naturally somewhat dry as they are, and that, 
consequently, they will be resorted to more frequently in 
ihe Conferences and by the members themselves. | 

This is the sole motive of the following pages. The 
intention in getting them up was not by any means to de- 
vote one's self to a minute and subtle study of texts, but 
io bring out plainly the spirit of the Society, which, with- 
out doubt, is still more strongly expressed in the general 
considerations prefixed to the Rule, and which is also 
visible in each of the articles. The perusal of this will 
probably be more and more convincing that this spirit is 
one of entire simplicity, cordiality, self-denial, and in this 
sense it will certainly be useful. That it may fructify 
more, it is dedicated to the Immaculate Patroness of our 
Society, the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, one of whose prin- 
cipal festivals the Church celebrates to-day. 

21st November, 1853, 

Feast of the Presentation of 

The Blessed Virgin. 



EXPLANATORY NOTES 

UPON 

THE ARTICLES 

OF 

THE GENERAL RULE. 

(From the Manual, pages 30 to 103.) 
1 . - 

GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

4 

ARTICLE 1. All Christian young men, who 
desire to unite in a communion of prayers 
and a participation of the same works of 
charity, may become members of the Socie- 
ty of Saint Yincent de Paul, wherever they 
may happen to reside. 

This article, the object of which is to set forth the aim 
and the nature of the Society, contains many points of 
the highest importance. 

First, it recalls to mind that the Society of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul has been founded by young men and for 
them ; it is with a view of preserving them from the dan- 
gers of every kind that surround them at the commence- 
ment of their career, that Conferences have been organ- 
ized; and if, at a later time, men of more advanced age 
have come to join themselves to them, and to bring to 
them the tribute of their experience, we should not be 

173] 
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the less mindful of the original aim of the Society, and 
we should seek, as much as possible; to attract to it young 
men, those especially who, far from : their own families, 
have need of being surrounded by a pious circle to make 
them persevere in good. (Circular of 1st : November, 

1851.)* - 

It results, moreover, from this article, that the Confer- 
ences are intended for men only ; that women cannot take 
part in them, either as active or as honorary members. 
By a natural consequence, the works of -women, although 
founded upon a rule analogous to that of the men, cannot 
be aggregated to the Society. Conferences may have 
charitable relations with them, may adopt the cases of 
the poor whom they recommend, and may recommend 
others to them in turn; but they must keep separate their 
government, their resources, their meetings. It will be 
seen further on, that women can become benefactresses to 
the Society, and in that relation participate in numerous 
Indulgences. 

The article adds that the members must be Christians, 
and the 18th article confirms it by adding, that "each 
member should be careful not to introduce into the Socie- 
'ty any one who will not edify his fellow-members or be 
.edified by them. All should strive to love each other, 
and the poor like brothers." The Council-General, in- 
terpreting the rule, has always understood that this con- 
dition could not be considered as fulfilled but among 
men, Christians not only in feeling but in practice, fulfill- 
ing all the duties prescribed by the Church, and especially 
the Paschal duty. On this subject almost all the Circulars 
may be consulted, in particular those of the 14th July, 
1841 ,f and of the SlslMay,. 18464 Good sense, more- 
over, proves it in an evident manner. One of the aims 
of the Society being to make the poor better men and 
better Christians, how can- one effect this if he is not so 
himself, and how can he inculcate duties which he does 
not discharge.? , 

It is, moreover, to be remarked, that the primary ob- 

* Pages 384, <fcc., of the Manual. 
4 Page 220 of the Manual. 
\ Page 283 of the Manual 
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ject which the Society proposes to its members, is their 
own edification. If they meet together, if they visit the 
poor, the first object is to make each other better by an 
union in prayer. The aim of the Conferences is not, 
then, philanthropy, the alleviation very praiseworthy, 
no doubt, but purely human of the sufferings of the 
poor; their aim is zeal for the salvation of souls, and in 
T particular for the souls of the members themselves. This 
is a point which must never be lost sight of, for numerous 
consequences spring from it, especially in the selectipn of 
the works to be undertaken by Conferences, which ought 
all to tend towards the sanctification of the members en- 
gaged in them. 

Still, if charitable works are not the primary object of 
the Society, they are the principal means made use of to 
attain that object. There are some associations -which 
are conducive to the sanctification of those engaged in 
them, as pious congregations, by their frequent and pro- 
longed prayers ; there are others that strive to the same 
end by charitable exercises and by penance united to 
prayer, such as the Third Orders. The Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul has not so high an aim; it does not as- 
pire to be a congregation, a confraternity, a Third Order; 
it is no more than a pious assembly of Christians living 
in the world, and desiring to put their purity under the 
shelter of charity. To ask more for it would be to per- 
vert its character and its institution. 

The Council-General- has been consulted several times 
to know if it were expedient to admit as members per- 
sons who were not above want. It has always replied in 
the negative (see the Circular of the 14th July, 1841).* 
Doubtless it is not necessary to be favored by fortune 
in order to take part in the Society. With regard to 
this, much consideration must be given to the locality 
in which the particular conference accomplishes its works. 
For example: the conditions could not be absolutely the 
same in a poor country district as in a large city; but it 
is always of consequence that the member should be in a 
position to help the poor in some degree, however small, 
and should never have need to be himself assisted. 

* Page 220 of the Manual* 
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Every one can comprehend the inconvenience which may 
arise from a contrary usage. " 

The last words of the article which occupies Our atten- 
tion, "in whatsoever country found," add a new feature 
most essential to the Society that is," its universality. 
Intimately united to the Church, its ambition is to serve 
it, everywhere and forever, without distinction of race or 
of country, without difference of language or of govern- 
ment. If there be any thing which can unite men by a 
bond, at once the strongest and the purest, surely it is 
charity, that eternal charm of angels and of men, as St. 
Yincent de Paul called it. 

2. No work of clianty should be regard- 
ed as foreign to the Society, although, its 
special object is to visit poor families. Thus, 
its members are expected to embrace every 
opportunity of affording consolation to the 
sick and to prisoners, of instructing poor, 
unprotected, or imprisoned children, and of 
procuring the succors of religion for those, 
who need them, at the hour of death. 

In this is presented an application of the principle al- 
ready referred to- namely, that the. Society, abpve all 
things, aims at the sanctification of its members. If, in 
fact, visiting poor fail llies is its most ^special, indeed, its 
fundamental worky it is because that is the work which is 
~T the most conducive to the edification of the members, and 
that which inmost within their reach. Undoubtedly, it 
is very meritorious to undertake the patronage of chil- 
dren, or to facilitate marriages among )the poor, but, the 
exercise of these works has ^riot the same practical effect 
upon the members as visiting -the poor in their; garrets, 
their cellars, or-their cabins. To undertake these works, 
it is necessary, in some sort, to. have carried out the visit- 
ing of the poprj r otherwise, insurmountable difficulties 
would arise in them, were it but those of iq.experien.ce 
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alone, and members would get a distaste for these works, 
whether on account of being frustrated in them or be- 
cause top much time was absorbed in them. On the 
other hand, visiting the popr attaches one to it, captivates 
one, because it Always produces immediate results, mate- 
rial relief; it is easily practiced, and requires but little 
time. Eor all these reasons, it ought to be the favorite 
work of a society composed of men who live in the world, 
and are engaged in numerous occupations; and this is 
why the Circulars constantly recommend it. 

It is well to remark, also, that if no work of charity 
should be regarded a6 foreign to the Society, this expres- 
sion is always to be understood with, this reservation, 
that the work should be suited to the special character of the 
Society. Thus, it has constantly been regarded as an im- 
perative rule, not to undertake any work relating to fe- 
males, particularly such as are young and live alone. 
The Society leaves the care of them, as well as the pat- 
ronage of schools for young girls, to ladies' associations, 
or to the indefatigable zeal of the clergy. Moreover, 
when commencing new works, the rules of prudence 
Should never be forgotten. It is most desirable that 
every Conference should exert itself to add some new 
work to those already in- operation; but, in doing so, the 
step should be taken without precipitation, and when the 
necessary means exist. Our rule should be, neither te- 
pidity nor rashness. 

3. When several members of the Society 
are found in any locality, they meet to en- 
courage each other in the practice of virtue. 
This meeting is called a Conference, the 
name originally given to the Society itself. 

The Circular of the 1st December, 1842,* referring 
to the origin ;of the title given to our meetings, of Con- 
ferences, which is that usually given at Paris to liter- 
ary assemblies of young people, insists very earnestly that 

* Page 229 of the Manual 
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the Society should occupy itself exclusively with practic- 
ing charity, instead of discussing systems for the relief of 
the poor. It will be useful to repeat here that passage 
which puts forward one of the essential points of our or- 
ganization: "It is not our office to instruct each other 
by discourses, but it is to give examples for mutual edifi- 
cation. Do not allow the spirit of discussion, the habits 
of the tribune, to get among us. We do not mean to find 
fault with this spirit in itself; discussion is good and 
necessary, when used in places and applied to snbjjects >. 
which need it, but our Society is a working society, it 
should do much, and speak little. Let us leave to our of- 
ficers, to our councils, the troublesome task of discussing 
whatever is susceptible of debate; let our Conferences, 
in a body, keep for themselves the consoling charge of 
good works."* 

Every Conference, which desires to obtain admission in- 
to the Society, must solicit aggregation from the Council- 
General, adding to its request a list of its members, an 
account cf its first works, as well as the date of its forma- 
tion, and an expression of its intention to conform to the 
regulations and usages of the Society. This request is for- 
warded directly, if the Conference be in a town where 
there is neither a Particular, a Central, nor an Upper 
Council; otherwise it is forwarded by the proper Coun- 
cil, who add a favorable or unfavorable opinion upon it. 

If the aggregation be advisable, the Council-General 
declares it. By the simple fact of this aggregation the 
new Conference participates in the Indulgences granted 
.by the Holy See. Without the completion of this indis- 
pensable formality, it would be deprived of them. 

Moreover, nothing is more useful than this organization. 
If there were not unity in the aggregations, the Society 
would be very quickly liable to become a mere agglomer- 
ation of several associations, having no spirit in common, 
possessing an identity in name only, and in which the 
most experienced eye could npt detect the signs of rela- 
tionship. The recommendations of the different local 
Councils, when they exist, are also a useful precaution, 
since they guarantee to the Council-General the good inter- 
nal organization of the new Conferences, which could only 
be known upon, the spot. ..'.._. 

* Page 235 of the Manual 
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several Conferences be formed 
in , the same town, each, takes the name of ? 
the parish where its members meet, and the* 
several iGqnferences are /united by a Partic- 
\ular Council, which takes the name of the- 

j . _' . . ', .. .. ... ,; - . . . 

(town itseK. 

The principle laid down by Article 4, of the parochial 
denomination given to the Conferences, is a result of the 
essentially Catholic character of the Society. As an obe- 
dient child of the Church, it connects itself as much as is 
possible to her imperishable hierarchy. 

5. All the Conferences of the Society are 
united by a Coiincil-G-eneral. 

This is the place to explain shortly the organization of 
the Society. 

Its foundations are the Conferences, which are occupied 
in practical works. 

Over the Conferences, where there are several in the 
same town, is a Particular Council, the constitution of 
which will appear further on. 

Over the Particular Council (as well as over Isolated 
Conferences) is either a Central Council or an Upper 
Council, embracing within its circumscription the Confer- 
ences of several dioceses or of an entire country. 

In fine, a CoiracU-Greneral, the centre of the whole So- 
ciety, being a bond of union, a means of unity, and de- 
voting the time and zeal of its members to. the common 
interest. 

In this way, each Conference is not isolated, arid is not 
left to itself alone. It has not to form its rule, its tradi- 
tions, without taking advice of any one; on the contrary, 
it forms part of a great Society, between the members of 
which there exists unity of heart, of intention, of cus- 
toms; it rests upon the experience of other Conferences, 
upon the enlightened decisions of the different 'Councils; 
and .while,in carrying out its own works, it.preservea the 
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fullest liberty of action, it enjoys the benefits of a direction 
common to and accepted by all 

Need it be added, that the authority of the different 
Councils, from the Particular Council up to the Council- 
General, is an actual authority, only because it is sponta- 
neously accepted, and that persuasion and good example 
are the surest, not to say the sole means of supporting 
their authority ? The Church, nevertheless, has wished to 
give strength to these ties in the manner which is the 
most effectual for Christians, by granting most valuable 
Indulgences to Conferences and Councils instituted by the 
Council-General. This is the object of the two Briefs of 
the 10th January and 12th August, 1845. r 



CHAPTER I. 

THE 



6. The Conferences meet upon such, days 
Xnd at such hours as they themselves may 
-ippoint. 

The fullest latitude is allowed in this matter to the 
Conferences themselves, for nothing is more variable, than 
the convenience of different localities,, and it. is of great- 
importance that choice should be made of a day which is 
the most convenient to the greatest number; otherwise 
the meetings would run the risk of being little fre- 
quented, and consequently zeal and charity would 
relax. ' '. "" .... , ;>i ., .-..-. ; - , .. - : ; 

This is, however, the occasion to be precise upon a 
point to which the Council-General attaches much im- 
portance that is, the weekly periodical occurrence of 
the meetings. As the rules do not lay do wn th;is period 
expressly, an inference has been sometimes drawn, that 
meetings need only take place every fortnight or every 
month. Except rural" Conferences, where, on account of 
the distance, the difficulty of the roads, or different local 
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circumstances, meetings every eight days would be at 
times too troublesome, the Council-General has not ceased 
to exhort Conferences to ; meet every eight days, as has 
been the rule since the commencement of the Society, and 
as it is almost the universal practice. The object of our 
meetings is, as has been already said, to form, above all 
, things, Christian relations among the members, and to 
'.strengthen them in piety by mutual good example. But 
' a meeting every fortnight, and still more, every month, is 
; inadequate to such a result, when, moreover, deductions 
must be made for the absences, more or less numerous, to 
which sickness, business; or traveling, cannot fail to com- 
pel members. The result would be, that, at the end of a 
year, they would scarcely have seen, scarcely have known, 
each other ; and many years may go on in this way with- 
out that Christian intimacy, which the Society has in 
view, being formed among the members. Thus, the Con- 
ferences, in which the meetings are far apart, are more 
cold and more languishing. In the others, on the con- 
trary, a greater affection becomes felt towards the broth- 
ers, and the work which is in common among them, be- 
cause they meet together for it oftener; and they assist in 
it with greater assiduity, because that assiduity becomes 
more habitual, and because ; they feel greater satisfaction, 
in it. Moreover, the interests of the poor are better cared 
for when meetings which are to be occupied with them 
F take place every eight days, and the treasury of the Con- 
' ference is better furnished, because the collection, made 
oftener, becomes of necessity more abundant. The. 
strongest reasons concur/ then, in favor of meeting week- 
ly, and it is desirable that for towns it should be the rule 
without any exception. But, even when a departure from 
this custom is necessary, as in certain rural districts, it is 
important to remark that the visit to thie poor should 
always be weekly. "Without a visit, made at least once a 
week, it would be almost impossible to have a constant 
knowledge of the wants of the poor, and to acquire over 
them an influence which would be salutary for the ame- 
lioration, of their habits. 

T . The Cpnf ereliQes should endeavor to 
carry on a correspondence with each other 
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for their mutual edification and support, and 
that they may be ablej whenever necessary, 
to recommend to the kind offices of each 
other, either the members themselves of the 
Society, or other young .men, or the poor 
families who change their places of abode. 

The habit of frequent communication between one 
Conference and another is one of those which has con- 
tributed most to the development of the Society, and 
which should be most sedulously kept up. Relations will 
be perhaps less intimate as the Society progresses than at 
the time when it was exchanged between seven or eight 
Conferences, formed by persons all of whom were mu- 
tually acquainted, but it ought not to have less cordiality 
and freedom, since, as has been said, the Society of St.; 
Vincent de Paul is a friendship already made, and in enter- 
ing into it, one, as it were, comes among a closely united 
family circle. It is, moreover, to facilitate these familiar 
intercommunications, that the Society has been subdivid- 
ed, as has been shown already. The Conferences, being 
formed into groups under Central Councils and Upper 
Councils, should consider that it is by no means in- 
tended to segregate each from the common and the sole 
centre, the Council-General, but to bring them together, 
one to another ; for, among twelve hundred Conferences 
spread over all the world,* intimate relations are not pos- 
sible in reality, and they can only have very rare occa- 
sions of communication; but, between twenty or thirty 
Conferences near each other, these communications 
should be as frequent as they are easy. 

The object of this correspondence is, before everything, 
to give mutual edification, to communicate to each other 
the good which each witnesses ; thus the blessed innova- 
tions of zeal do not remain isolated, but become propa^ 
gated, and thereby works become general and are ex- 
tended. This is then a cardinal point in the Society of 

* The number is now vastly greater. 
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St. Vincent de Paulj since that, which is most wanted in 
what is good, is not that it should be practiced by thia 
one or that, but that it should be known to all, in order 
that it may, be put into application by all those who d&* 
sire to do so. These intercommunications take place by- 
means of the visits of members, by printed reports, or 
still further, through the Circulars, the General Report, 
and the Monthly Bulletin of the Society; Of course, all 
these communications ought to be simple, modest, and 
should never become, either for the members or for the 
Society, a subject from which may be drawn any vain 
glory for the little good done. St. Vincent de Paul de- 
sired that his missionaries should preach simply, and that 
they should hot preach themselves, to use his own ex- 
pression ; for a much stronger reason would he have had 
a horror of seeing those of ma disciples, who are the last 
comers and the least zealous, taking glory to themselves 
for some most trivial works. : . 

Further, the relations o'f one Conference to another 
have for their aim the recommendation of -young men! 
who leave their families to settle in a town where the 
Society exists. Nothing is more useful than this Custom. 
How many young men there are who leave the paternal 
roof well-disposed to remain pure, chaste, religious I 
How many have promised it to their mothers, aha. have 
promised it to themselves ! Nevertheless, no sooner are 
they settled in their new residence, than they lose all 
their pious habits and sink into shameful excesses ! The 
fault is doubtless in their passions, but it is more particu- 
larly in the isolation in which they find themselves-from 
all pious companionship, from all Christian advice. For- 
tified by example, they would have maintained their rec- 
titude; left to themselves, they fall miserably* To give 
to these young men, still practical Christians, a solid sup- 
port/ by means of good and; pious associations, to form 
pure companionship for them within the bosom of the 
Conference, to bestow upon them encouragement, alas! 
too necessary, what service is not this to do for re- 
ligion, for their families, and for themselves! Confer- 
ences are earnestly solicited to give their best attention, 
fro this, so that they should never omit to recommend to 
other Conferences such of their members as go away, andr' 
that they should give the most earnest welcome to young 
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persons who come to them furnished with similiar recom- 
mendations, and particularly that they may surround 
these young men with those safeguards and those pre- 
cautions with which every father would wish to surround 
: his son.' - -'-- -- ''' '-' .'.*'' ; _. - . 

As to the poor, who change their places of abode, it is 
likewise a very laudable custom to recommend them mu- 
tually. In this way the good may; perhaps be 'finished in 
another place ; only care must be taken that the removal 
of the poor be not made lightly and without a serious 
purpose, as is too often the casei 

Nor should it be neglected to give recommendations to 
workmen, who are making their tour of France, in order 
that they may be placed, as much as possible, in reputa- 
ble houses, and with honest and Christian employers. 
The soldiers, who are carried away by the conscription, 
should also be objects of the attention of Conferences, in 
order that Christian schools may be got up for them, 
where they may be taught to read and write, and particu- 
larly to love God. 

I. ORGANIZATION OF CONFERENCES. 

8. The business of each. Conference is 
administered by a Spiritual Director, a Pres- 
ident, one or more Yice-Presidents, a Secre- 
tary, and a Treasurer, who constitute the 
Council of the Conference. There may Be 

v , ' " - ' -',' ' ' -- - V ' : ""'":'-' ' f .-'. '' V; . ; -. 

also in each Conference, if necessary, a Li- 
brarian, a Keeper of the Clothes Room, or 
other officers^ 

Article 8 enumerates the different officers of the Con- 
ferences, and it divides them -into' two categories^those 
who form the Council, to whom more particularly, be- 
longs the direction of the i Conference^ -'and those who fulfill 
certain accessory functions. 

The Council of the Conference has, practically, a very 
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great importance, particularly in such Conferences as are 
not under a Particular CounciL It has to consider care- 
fully the principal questions which belong to the busi- 
ness of the Conference, tpjprepare the matters which are 
to be submitted, in order to make its decisions clear and 
to shorten discussions. Although the Rule does not di- 
rect it, yet it is desirable ;that the meetings of the Coun- 
*cil should be so frequent .that they may have an actual 
efficiency; but it is necessary to remark that, accord- 
ing to the spirit of the Rule, the Council has only (tp pre- 
pare the business for the .Conference, to consider all pro- 
j ects carefully, and that is for the Conference itself to de- 
cide, especially in the towns where a Particular Councilis 
not in existence. To proceed otherwise, would be to an- 
nul often the actual life of the Conference, and to take 
away all interest from its meetings. 

9. The President is elected by the Con- 
ference. The other officers are appointed by 
the President, with the advice of his Coun- 
cil. However, as is said further on, in the 
town where there is a Council of Direction, 
the Presidents and Yice-Presidents of the 
Conferences, as well as the other members 
who compose it,* are appointed by the Presi- 
. dent of the Council. The Spiritual Director 
is always appointed by the Bishop or Arch- 
bishop of the Diocese. 

Two cases may present themselves for. the nomination 
of the President of a Conference: one where there is but 
a Single Conferencein a town,and the other,; where there 
is a Particular Council acting as a link between several 
Conferences. 

^In/the first; ?case, the. Conference elects its President 
itself, and it cannot be otherwise. It is to-be remarked 
that this election is not made for a limited period, but for 
an indefinite time. This arrangement has, in some in- 
stances, been the subject of criticism on the part of some 
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Conferences; they have feared that thereby there would 
te placed forever, at the head of Conferences/ officers 
whose intelligence or whose zeal would not meet every 
requirement; that, consequently, the progress of the Con- 
ference would be impeded through it, and that the poor 
would come to suffer by it. These fears have certainly 
some foundation, but the Council-General has always 
fo'und them Jess serious than the inconveniences of an 
election. It is rare, in the first plac, that an annual 
election, unless it be a mere matter of form, should not be 
a cause of a certain agitation, and, in periods of dissension, 
political or otherwise, which may have to be :passed 
through, that agitation may injure seriously ;the internal 
peace of the Conference. There might, besides/ on ac- 
count of these elections, be formed.in the heart of an as- 
sembly, formerly the most tranquil, parties and little 
cabals. Preferences and antipathies might be engendered, 
and nothing could be more fatal to a work of charity. 
Then, is not the spirit of preservation and of permanence 
necessary for the direction of any work whatsoever ; and, 
if a President knows that he is nominated for one year 
only, can he so easily undertake works of long duration, 
the patronage of apprentices, -the Holy Family, etc.? 
Perhaps his successor may lead the Conference in another 
direction, and that would be then for him a reason for at- 
tempting nothing. Finally, in a Christian work, where 
the offices are charges and not distinctions, onera, non 
munera,i a president does really retard the progress 
of the work, are there not a thousand modes of charitably 
letting him know it? The experience of twenty years 
has many times proved that, without offending an honor- 
able brother, it was possible to lead him thus to a retire- 
ment, which to Mm was but a rest long desired. For all 
these reasons, the Council-General has always opposed 
the system of annual elections, and, thanks to the affec- 
tion which the Conferences have for its advice, this sys- 
tem is tending more and more to disappear. 

The other officers of the Council are named in these 
Conferences by the President, with the advice of the 
Council. It appeared that this was the mode to preserve 
more unity in the direction, and not to multiply elections 
too much. . ", * 

In the second case, that of several Conferences connect 
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ed by a Particular Council, <the nomination of the Presi- 
dents and Vice-Presidents of Conferences belongs to the 
President of that Council* Article 3 1 says that these ap- 
pointments ought to be made by the President, with the 
advice of his Council. This arrangement has for its ob- 
ject to draw closer among the different Conferences the 
bonds of fraternity, and to maintain a unity of spirit by . 
means of an appointment emanating from a common au- 
thority; It may occur, indeed, that in the heart of the 
same town, divergent tendencies may manifest themselves 
among different Conferences; that one, for example, 
should incline towards the mode of proceeding of a Con- 
fraternity, another towards the usages of a mere relieving 
society; that this one would be too rigorous in the ad- 
mission of its members, that too indulgent. The nomina- 
tion of the Presidents of Conferences by the President of 
the Council wears away all these inequalities little by 
little, and gently, and succeeds, through selections pru- 
dently arranged between the President and his Council, 
in blending these shades of difference in one common 
spirit, that of the Society. Lastly, it is easier to study 
the peculiar fitness of such or such a candidate in a Coun- 
cil, where the conversation is familiar, and where there 
are but few present, than in a conference, where there 
is greater publicity^ and where every objection to 
the choice proposed may take the appearance of per- 
sonality. . 

Finally, whatever may be the mode of appointment of 
the President, the importance of the selection cannot be 
too much insisted upon. While the President should 
never be in the Conference but as a kind of elder brother, 
the primus inter pares, experience proves that what a 
President is so is the Conference. In order that a Presi- 
dent should discharge his duties adequately, it should be 
considered not so much whether he enjoys a well-deserved 
position in the locality, or whether he is rich and gener- 
ous, but much rather whether he possesses the personal 
-qualities which are indispensable. Thus, above all, he 
inust have leisure to occupy himself with the Conference, 
for an honorary presidency is always a barren one ; he 
should \\SWQ* zeal, which often, makes leisure; he should 
also have energy of mind as well as mafurity of judg- 
ment ; he should be- animated, with the: spirit of the 
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works, in order that he may know how to surmount the 
difficulties which the exercise of works of charity pre- 
sents, in place of being frightened by them; he should 
have a conciliatory spirit, to prevent or to appease differ- 
ences, and, in fine, that piety and lively faith which 
know how to spread abroad, and which grow strong be- 
cause they draw down God's blessings. ' : 

The constant usage of the Society (with some excep- 
tions, which were almost always temporary), has been to 
confer the Presidentship of Conferences upon simple lay- 
men. It is thus that the Society has'been constituted, 
and has been approved of by the Holy See. But, from' 
the circumstance that the Presidency has not devolved 
upon ecclesiastics, it by no means follows that those 
among them, who do us the honor of joining our; ranks, 
not only as honorary members but as active members, 
should "not be received in 'them with the utmost grat- 
itude. This is a point which the Circular of the 31st 
May 1846 treats of in the fullest manner. (Page 292 of 
the Manual.) ; ,'': <, /:"':;.-. 

10. The President .directs the "business of 
the Conference, receives and submits prop- 
ositions, calls meetings, if necessary, and 
watches over the execution of the.ruj.es and 
the. decisions of the Society. In case of a]> 
sence, he intrusts his duties to a Yice-Presi- 
dent. 

The President of a Conference is, ; in some , sort, the soul 
of it; but he should not, however, absorb, through excess 
of zeal^ the activity of the Conference in his own. It is 
well that he should watch ., over $nd superintend all that 
is done of importance, and that he should take his part 
in it, by his advice at least; but it is not desirable^ that 
he should overtask himself, and that he should take upon 
himself alone all the burden ; for he would make, ia 
some sort, his functions - impossible to a successor 
somewhat more occupied, and hdwotald destroy the zeal 
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of the otherr members by thus -always substituting his 
ownforit. 

When the President is absent, especially for some time, 
it should be understood that the Viee-President has all 
hia powers; and .stands} entirely in his place. A ; Confer- 
ence- should never stand still for ; want of a member, and 
this would be the case if they did not venture to do any 
thing in the. President's absence; It is therefore not alone 
his right, but it is a conscientious duty on the part of the 
Vice-President> to supply folly the place of the President 
when absent or prevented from attending, in order that, 
when the latter shall return, he may not find that all has 
been languishing for want of him. 

This remark concerns not only the Conferences alone ; 
it is applicable .also, for stronger reasons^ to Particular, 
Central, and Upper Councils, and above all, to the Coun- 
cil-General;,: 'In an undertaking, we must always have 
the undertaking in view, not the men. 

11. The Secretary prepares the minutes 
of the meetings. He keeps a registry of the 
names, professions, arid residences of the 
members, of the dates of their admission, and 
the names of those by whom they were pro- 
posed. He keeps an exact account of all the 
families visited. He' makes diligent inquiry 
concerning those recommended for relief , so 
that the Conference may not, if possible, 
visit any family' which is not worthy "of its 
sympathy and support He notes any changes 
that occur in the famiHies visited, or in the 
members who visit them. 

The functions of the Secretary:; deserve special men- 
tion, notwithstanding that they are of less importance 
than those of the : President; for, if the President has all 
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the direction upon his shoulders, the Secretary carries out 
the details. Upon his exactness or upon his negligence 
depends consequently a number of good things or of little 
irregularities. - 

Thus, when the. Secretary is absent or comes late, the 
minutes are either not read at all, or are not read at the 
time fixed by the Rule, which is, in fact, the most conve- 
nient time. When he does not keep an -exact note of 
the admission of members, of the< adoption of families, 
of the names of visitors, the result isa grave irregularity. ; 
now, families long forgotten suffer from being neglected ; 
' now, there are others who receive double relief; and 
. these inaccuracies greatly interfere, with the regular busi- 
ness of the meetings. : 

Nothing would be more contrary to the usages of a so- 
ciety which is entirely voluntary, than finical habits in 
imitation of the modes of proceedings of a public depart- 
ment, or of what is commonly called "red-tapeism"; 
thus, the Council-General cannot do too much to lead 
away Conferences from everything which would have 
this stamp upon it, and to recommend them to do every- 
thing simply, without voluminous registers or multiplied 
forms ; for, otherwise, the spirit of our dear Conferences 
would receive a serious injury from it. But simplicity in 
proceedings does not exclude order quite the contrary; 
, and precisely because things are done in a short time, 
they should be Well arranged. 

This is the spirit in which a Secretary ought to under- 
stand his duties. Thus, the register ol the poor should 
always be kept up to the current time: opposite to the 
name and address of each family, and of the ordinary 
relief which they have been allowed, an entry should be 
made in a column of observations of the creditable cir- 
cumstances which concern this family, the principal re- 
marks made by the visitors, and of every assistance more 
than ordinary which has been granted to them. Such a 
register would occupy scarcely a quarter of an hour 
weekly to keep it up ; and yet, it may be very useful for 
the proper guidance of the Conference, and especially for 
new visitors, who would find in it valuable information as 
to the poor intrusted to them. 

12. The Treasurer lias .the care of the 
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funds, and takes at each meeting an ex- 
act account of the receipts and disburse- 
ments. 

This article is of greater utility than one would imagine 
at first, and Conferences are requested to follow it to the 
letter ; on the one hand, because, by keeping the state of 
the treasury each time under the eyes of the members, it 
induces each to proportion his demands to its resources, 
and, on the other, because it guards against errors. Con 
ferences, then, will do wisely not to depart from .the 
terms of the weekly account being rendered by the. 
-Treasurer, as has sometimes been done for greater sim- 
plicity. But, what is of more importance still, is never to 
fall into ; arrear with the purveyors. Besides that the 
price of provisions, and that of bread particularly, varies 
very often, and, that if the Rule were departed from, it 
may-give rise to disputes^ it is dangerous for Conferences 
to allow debts to accumulate, and it may be, at some 
-particular moment, a cause of great .embarrassment. It is 
much better to pay ready money it is the surest and the 
.simplest way. 

The investment of funds, when a Conference has re- 
ceived some sums of money which exceed the current ex- 
penditure, deserves also .some attention. We do not speak 
of a perpetual investment of capital^ which would be 
funded, and only the interest drawn, a course which 
would be very contrary to the spirit and to the traditions 
of the Society. We refer to those temporary investments, 
.which, after a good lottery or a fruitful sermon, are made 
for some months until the winter, with the double view 
of procuring for the poor some additional comforts, and 
of assuring the* preservation of the capital. Nothing pos- 
itive can be said hereupon it; but it seems to be prudent 
for Conferences to invest rather in public than in private 
securities, and to select those of fixed, in preference to 
those of fluctuating, value. High rate of interest .is of 
much less . consequence than _ complete security of the 
capital, and, jn^ critical times, the money of the poor must 
be compromised, as little as possible, and its recovery 
"should always be prompt and easy. Finally, the invest- 
ment of unemployed iunds is the business of the Con 
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ference, and, without its vote, the Treasurer cannot do 
it, under the penalty of pledging his .own moral re- 
sponsibility. 

Some Conferences have the habit of naming, at the 
Treasurer's request, a committee yearly for the verifica- 
tion of the accounts. This usage .appears to be a very 
wise one, and Treasurers ought to adhere, to it, as it .pro-' 
tects their responsibility. Nbw-a-days, besides, it is of 
scarcely less importance' to prove that one is correcttban 
to be so in fact. , , 

> 13. The Librarian collects instructive 
books adapted to the capacity of the per- 
sons relieved by the Conference and keeps 
an account of all books lent or bestowed. 

The importance of a library for the poor, recognized as 
it has been, from the origin of the Society, is still greater 
to-day than formerly. The duties of a Librarian are, then, 
very serious, and the Conference should support in every 
way in their power the brother who devotes himself to it. 
It seems natural that the Librarian should be intrusted 
with the distribution at the meetings of the Little Lec- 
tures (Petites Lectures),* which it is so useful to have done 
continuously and regularly. 

14. The Keeper of the "Wardrobe collects 
the clothes for the poor, and keeps a regular 
account of them. 

The wardrobe should be the object of the most particu- 
lar care on the part of the Conferences ; for the poor are 
as often in want of clothes as of food, and to obtain them 
one must often expend his trouble rather than his money. 
In the first place, the Conference must be often reminded 
of the wants.of the wardrobe, always drawn upon, and a 
place above all others badly furnished ; so, when an offer 

* Short reading matter. 
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is made, we should avail Ourselves of it quickly, and not 
let the occasion slip. When the clothing is brought to- 
gether there is a good deal of time required for repairing, 
and it is here that the help of pious women is very pre- 
cious for carrying out a crowd of details which men do not 
understand. In fine, it is necessary at times, as, for in- 
stance, in some towns; to organize searches in every 
house, to collect, with, it is to be understood, of. course, 
the assent'Of the- proprietors, all the old lumber which is 
lying by in garrets, from the old broken article of furni- 
ture or torn hangings, for which use would soon be 
found; to the pieces of linen so needful to the sick. The 
wardrobe may often cost very little, and yet be well-filled. 
Then, it is of immense service. For the sick, it provides 
old linen and ; changes ; to the poor, who are in want 
of bedding, it affords the means of separating children of 
different sexes. What benefit is not a warm blanket, or 
a clean sheet, a dress, or a coat 1 It is often worth health, 
life itself; sometimes ttlsoithe means of livelihood ; for how 
many of the poor there are who cannot obtain situations 
for want of suitable clothing I 



II. bBDER OF THE MEETINGS. 

15. The SplritualDirector/or, in Ms ab- 
sence, the President, opens each meeting with 
the prayer, Veni Sancte Spiritus, followed 
"by the Prayer, with the Ave Maria, and 
Invocation of St. Vincent de Paul. A 
portion" of ;sbihe > pious book selected by the 
Spiritual Director or President is then read* 
Each nleniber is called upon in turn to per- 
form this duty. The duty of prayer and 
pioufe reading should be discharged with the 
most serious attention; -the spiritual good of 
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the members being as much the object of the 
Society as the relief of the poor. 

Prayer is an essential portion of the business of the 
meeting, and should never be omitted, as it brings to 
mind one of the distinctive characteristics of the Society. 
The Society of St. Yincent de Paul is a Catholic work, 
and, to draw down the blessings of God upon its labors, it 
should always endeavor to sanctify them. The prayer, 
too, should be gone through Without human respect, up- 
on bended knees ; for he would very badly comprehend 
the humility which the service of the poor requires who 
would be unwilling to bend his knee in public before his 
God. 

The pious reading should be made with attention, and 
should be neither too long nor too short ; not too long, 
for fear of prolonging the meeting too much ; nor too 
short, because the piety of the members should be nour- 
ished. The selection of the book from which the reading 
should be made belongs to the Spiritual Director ; but, of 
course, the book ought to treat only of Christian and char- 
itable subjects. In a certain old Conference, it has be- 
come a habit, that any member, who, in the course of his 
own reading, meets with some passages worth remarking, 
and of a nature to edify his brothers, communicates 
them to the President, and with his assent reads them. 
This custom is a very good one, and deserves to be ex- 
tended. 

The works most used among the Conferences, for the 
pious reading, are the .Holy Gospels, the Imitation of 
Christ, the Introduction to a Devout Life, the Manual 
of Charity by the Abbe Mullois, the Lectures, and Coun- 
sels. It is also very Useful to read now and again, at least 
once a year, the whole of the Rules, the Circulars of the 
Council-General, and this Commentary. 

16. The Secretary reads the minutes of 
the preceding meeting. Each member is at 
liberty to make observations upon them. 

The minutes ought to contain all that occurs of im- 
portance at the meetings-, and particularly whatever may 
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serve as a. precedent; but they should be drawn up as 
simply and as shortly as is possible. They will thus be 
more to every one's taste. . 

IT. If there be occasion, the President 
announces the admission of candidates pro- 
posed at the preceding meeting, and 
invites their proposers to inform them 
of it. 

18. -The President then announces the 
names of new candidates, should any such 
have been presented. Members, who have 
any observations to make in relation to the 
candidates, communicate such in writing, or 
verbally, to the President, in the interval be- 
tween the meeting at which the names are 
announced and that which follows next af- 
ter. If no observations have been made, the 
admission of the member proposed takes 
place at the latter meeting. Each member 
should be careful not to introduce into the 
Society any one who will not edify his fel- 
low-members, or be edified by them, and 
who will not endeavor to love his colleagues 
and the poor as brothers. 

These two articles, which should be considered to- 
gether, indicate the principal points in the forms to be 
followed in the admission of candidates. The points 
which they put most prominently forward are the fol- 
lowing: 
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1st. The proposal ought tp be made, in the first in- 
stance, to the President in private ; for Article 18 lays it 
down that it is the President who .announces the names of 
the candidates who have been proposed. The Circular of 
the 14th of July, 1841,* explaining this ^passage, is.to^the 
following effect: "Moreover, we i request that, before pro- 
posing a candidate, those who propose him should never 
fail to confer on the matter with: the President, who. is 
specially charged with the direction and with the honor 
of the Conference ;" and the Circular of the 1st; of. No- 
vember, .1852, taking up the subject again, adds these re- 
flections: "It is easy to understand how wise these direc- 
tions are; for, if those who are proposing a candidate, in 
place of speaking of the matter in private with the Presi- 
dent, began, as we see done too often, by proposing him 
publicly to the Conference, it wouldbe much more, diflS- 
cult to prevent an admission which may be little to be 
desired. . . . If, on the contrary, the proposal is 
made always after an understanding with the President, 
it is to be presumed that it is done because it ought to be 
done."f ... . '., :; .--'" :; , , 

2dly. Every member is free to make observations upon 
the candidate ; but these observations ought not to be 
made during the meeting. In public,; any discussion of a 
particular name, every hesitation, every question, would 
assume the appearance of a personality. If the habit 
were adopted of making observations in this manner, un- 
less there were grave objections to make to the candidate, 
each one would ignore his own opinion, would hold his 
peace, only, to give way to his regret apart from the 
others ; whence it would, result that, without the cordial 
assent of all, admissions woiild take place of some who 
should not be received, but whom pne would shrink from 
objecting to publicly ; whence, consequently, in the con- ; 
ferences there would be absence of unanimity and of cor* 
dial co-operation, and sometimes even defections would 
take place. Y . ; - 

Now, what should be the course to ; adopt if serious ob- 
jections have been laid before the President? In such a 

* Page 226. of the Manual. 

f Pages 393 arid 394- of the Manual. 
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case, the duty of the President is to have an explanation 
on the subject, in a free arid perfectly cordial manner, 
with the proposing member, to induce him to withdraw 
the party proposed, if the opposition be serious and well 
founded. Nevertheless, it may 'occur, that there would 
be differences upon that point between the President and 
the member who has made the proposal; in such a case 
the President will do well to consult with his Council, or 
even that of the Particular Council of the town, if there 
be one, and to fortify himself with their advice. >'It is 
then to be presumed that this mediatory opinion will be 
listened to, and that? it will be easy to come to an under- 
standing; but if, unfortunately, the difference of opin- 
ion should still continue, it can be put an end to only 
by a vote of the Conference a final resort which 
is of very rare occurrence, and which ought always 
to be so. 

But, if no opposition arise in the case, which is the 
most general, the President has not, according to Article 
17, to call for a vote ; he has simply to state that the 
proposed candidate has not been the subject of any ob- 
servation, and to announce his admission. Open voting 
would have grave inconveniences, and a ballot would be 
a solemn proceeding little in accordance with the simple 
habits of a Conference. 

3dly. Besides the general condition which we have 
enumerated, for the proposal of candidates, Article 18 
mentions one especially, which is, perhaps, too little at- 
tended to: it says that the member should edify his fellow- 
members &KD BE EDIFIED BY THEM. This recommendation 
is very important, because, if persons are induced to join 
Conferences as members who do not find attractions in 
them, who come there just to get through a duty, and be- 
cause they are constrained to do it in some sort, zeal can- 
not but grow cold. " The first qualification" (as is very 
wisely stated in the Circular of the 1st of November, 
' 1847) "that a candidate ought then to possess in present- 
ing himself for admission into a Conference, is to attach a 
very high value to the prosperity of the Society, not as- 
suredly through pride, but through a deep feeling of 
gratitude towards God, who has raised up in our age this 
plan, heretofore not thought of or not practiced, of sue- 
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soring the poor, and at the same time of making those 
who visit them better."* 

4thly. At the commencement of the Society, when a 
new member was admitted, it was usual for the President 
to address an exhortation to him, explaining the spirit of 
our Conferences. Unfortunately, this custom has not been 
continued, and, in consequence of the multiplicity of ad- , 
missions, it was difficult to put it in practice. But it 
cannot be too much insisted on that a kind welcome 
should be given to new-comers, that they should not be 
allowed to take their seats incognito in the midst of the 
Conference, that certain of the members should be even 
assigned to them, in order to lead them into the practical 
business of our works ; upon this their perseverance often 
depends. Moreover, the President gives to the new mem- 
ber a copy of the Manual of the Society ,\ and exhorts him 
to make himself perfectly acquainted with it by frequent 
perusal of it. How much better and more quickly, too, 
would not the spirit of our Conferences spread among all 
the members, if they were careful to read the Rules, the 
Circulars, the facts connected with the Society! In 
place of guessing at our customs and our rules, and some- 
times arriving at a very incomplete notion of them, they 
would become speedily and completely acquainted with 
them by such reading, which can never occupy much 
time. . 

Some Conferences have believed that there would be 
some advantage in giving to their members certificates to 
attest that they belonged to the Society. 

This measure presents many inconveniences iu a So- 
ciety numerous and wide-spread as is that of St. Vincent 
de Paul. Besides the danger of the fabrication of false cer- 
tificates, is not the still greater danger to be apprehended 
of seeing tLese certificates preserved during all their life- 
time by men who may have abandoned their Conferences, 
and who would havk about with a personal, interested 
view, these titles which had been too lightly conferred ? 
Then, what are the advantages of these certificates ? It 
is indeed not easy to say, for, when a member travels or 

* Page 323 of the Manual. 

j- If this is not practicable, a copy of the Rules and 
Notes should be substituted by the Conference. 
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goes to another Conference, it is much, preferable to fur- 
iiish him with a letter from his President. It is at once 
simpler and safer. 

Sthly. It is well to call to mind that every member, 
npon entering the Society, can gain a Plenary Indulgence 
on the day of his admission, conformably to the .Brief of 
the 10th January, 3845. It would be greatly to be de- 
sired that a member should never neglect this precious 
favor, which would certainly be for him the pledge of 
many other graces. < \ 

19. The Treasurer announces the state of 
the funds and the amount of the collection 
made at the close of the preceding meeting, 
so that each member may proportion his 
demands for relief to the resources of the 
Conference. 

The spirit of the Rule, as may be perceived by the 19th 
Article, is never to allow the expenses of the Conferences 
to get into arrear, but also not to lay up. It is in some 
sort the translation of that expression of our sacred writ- 
ings: " If you have much, give abundantly; but if you 
have little, give a little, and the little thou hast, give 
willingly." The works of the Conferences being entirely 
optional, should be from day to day ; besides, nothing is 
more Christian than to trust one's self to Providence, and 
to count upon its inexhaustible care, when the work, is 
undertaken for God. To make a reser\ e, to have before 
us a disposable capital which we never touch, to lay out 
beforehand a budget as in a relief association, are pro- 
ceedings essentially contrary to the spirit of our Society. 
When it has any thing, and it finds out a. real case of mis- 
ery, it gives bountifully and with a generous heart; if it 
has nothing, it appeals to the charity of its members, to 
that of their friends, of the public; and, up to this day, 
God has never permitted that this confidence should be 
deceived. 

20. Tickets available for relief in kind, 
and which vary according to the require- 
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ments of the poor, are then distributed. 
Each member is called upon in his turn by 
the President, and mentions aloud what he 
applies for, and for how man y families. He 
gives, when called upon to do so, detailed in- 
formation about those families. The relief 
should be punctually given to the poor, at 
their residences, before the next meeting. 
But the members administering it ,may use 
their own discretion, both as to the precise 
time, number, and manner of their charita- 
ble visits, and also as to the best means of in- 
troducing into those families the love of re- 
ligion and the practice of their duties. Should 
a member ask for any rules to guide his con- 
duct, or for advice in difficult cases, he is 
heard with attention and Mndnsss, and re- 
ceives from the President and every other 
member such replies as their experience and 
charity suggest. 

In some Conferences the power, not entirely absolute, 
but very extensive, of asking for his poor whatever relief 
tickets he may wish for, is left to each member. It would 
seem that this custon ought to be reformed; for the nat- 
ural inclination which leads a man to be more moved with 
pity for the misery which comes directly under his own 
eye, the pleasure of giving to his poor more than on 
former occasions, a certain timidity, in fine, in the pres- 
ence of reiterated importunities, easily lead members to 
swell .their demands ; and from this there necessarily re- 
sults an injury to the equitable distribution of relief; for, 
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when each member fixes at his own discretion the allow- 
ances of his own poor/it is n : ot possible that he should, 
not make his demands with more or less ardor, according 
to Bis' character, and 'that inequalities, much to be re- 
gretted.,- >3hould- not -be established among; .the different 
families. It is, therefore, a prudent measure to intrust 
the classification' of -the poor to a'Coihmitteie of -Inquiry 
(or Visiting Committee), always' composed . of the same 
members. These members visit all the families who ask 
to be adopted, and they propose to the ; Conference 'their 
classification into certain categories, according to the de- 
gree of their necessities ; then, once or oftener during 
each year, they revise: .the general list of the poor, after 
having made a special visit. > The visitors rare always lis- 
tened to when defending the interests of their poor, and 
in base of disagreement;the:Cpnference .decides.- ; v . : 

Here another point presents itsejf, apparently a sec- 
ondary 6nei ; b'ut which', however, deserves attention. Is 
it well that members, who have been absent from a meet- 
ing, should be able, in the. interval between one meeting 
and another \ to go tb^ seek ; thtir relief "tickets 1 from ' th e 
Treasurer ? ' The opinion, .of the Council-Geneifal.has al- 
ways been in the negative. They "believe that the true 
interests of the p'oor^as well as that of the Conference 'it- 
self, are opposed to this (permission being ccmceded ; The 
interests of the poor; f6r i the members ceasing to have a 
positive necessity for coming to the 7 Conference to get 
their relief tickets, would more easily free . themselves 
from assiduous attendance atrthe meetinscs, and the weekly 
collection would be greatly affected bythis^even although 
there was a collecting box at the Treasurer's, as has been 
some^imfes proposed rrThefinterests:oi'the ? Conference ; i for, 
by, absentingrthemsel.ves-ifrequently^from^ the meetings, 
the, members ' would!: certainly: in. .-tiiae lose the v spirit 'of 
them,: and the taste ibr;tliem: .;'iu?i -,.: ... .;'-..,;:; L: ; ;-t .-;..- 

As to the ; mode of -distributibn- pointed oufebyiArticle 
20, it has necessarily i been; modified by ; thei force -of cir- 
cumstances, in such Conferences [as ; ; are pretty numerous, 
as it.wpuldihave ;taken lip ; all the time ,of the meetings. 
Many Treasurers have adppted:tlie. habit: of preparing be- 
forehand the relief tickets of. eacli-member' in am envelope, 
which, ishanded to. Mm-:imme.dmt.ely ;; andin ithis manner 
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the distribution is carried out immediately and without 
loss of time. ; r - , 

On the other hand, that, which ought not to bp laid 
aside, is the custom of asking from ; members detailed in- 
formation upon the state i of the families whom they visit. 
It is not, in point of Tact; sufficient that religious improve- 
ment should take effect among -the poor - ; j It is necessary, 
for the general edification; that' the Conference should 
know that it has been 7 effected; it <is- necessary :thatiit 
should be talked of, lest the new-comers, <iiot'hearing any 
thing said about it, should come to neglect it, and that 
even the old members should allow themselves to lose 
sight of it. Further, every member ought toj announce 
immediately the death of any of his poor : the DePro- 
fundis is recited for his intention- at the close of, theimeet- 
ing, and the Holy Sacrifice is offered up for him at a later 
period. If there be yet time, some members are appointed 
to accompany the body to the church, and to attend the 
funeral. ' ' ^ -:'- - : ^;.:.- . .: v ..-.; ..:; -.';.;,;: 

Nothing ia more natural than the recommendation made 
by this paragraph. The families that are'visited are all 
poor, and often in actual distress. To put off for a party 
of pleasure, for some affair of little importance; the weekly 
visit to be made to the poor, is an act' 1 of 'negligence 
deeply to be regretted; for - those families! often suffer 
from it. " We were looking oufcfdr youj" say i-hey some- 
times to the visitors: "we were near being in want of 
food." If the visitors had not gone to 'see, them,- food 
would have failed them \ This thought Makes one shud- 
der. In the world, people sometimea= Complain of : a din- 
ner-party delayed; put off perhaps by a^party of pleasure> 
or by an accident which will not occur again. But what 
then is this to a mother whovhascfive Q?J fix Children, aftd 
who puts them to bed fasting, without knowing, whether 
she will have food for them: oti the ' next 'day? -Let us 
think seriously of this cruel ;anMety^and^ w^willfneyer 
put off the visits through any fault of our own. "Besides, 
this exactness need not be mathematical^ and even,' as a 



general rule, it wouldV ; be; WT,^S ;*9 ...; S\J e 
habit of counting upon help a)b a fixed, hour. This would 
make them, as one may say^ persons 'enjoying an income, 
who would die pf hunger if .the . rent were not paid the 
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very day it fell due, and who would become accustomed 
to making no effort to help themselves. . , 

This paragraph recalls 'once again to visitors the, ainvof 
the Society in its , relations ;with; the poor ; , it is to make 
them better men' and better^hristians. In fact, this can- 
not be too much: insisted upon, as, without r this j the So- 
ciety of St. Vincent de Paul-would become; a merely phil- 
anthropic and purely human ;wprkv which j even humanly 
speaking, is very, barren and insufficient.. The visitors 
wilT have then to ;seek for , every possible, means /of in- 
structing the poor upon their duties, and of making them 
thoroughly comprehend them. Sometimes it. will be by 
means of a good word addressed ; to the child, that they 
will take the work in hand ; : ., sometimes by means of .a 
good book, an almanac, a . little, lecture '(petitti lecture), a 
pious image, or a crucifix bestowed.; at pther.times it will 
be by means of some .edifying -reading, made for some 
poor invalid, whom ; they will strive to instruct upon it. 
The manner may be varied infinitely in the details, but 
at the bottom it will never : be accomplished but by a 
great devotion to it, a great; ^affection for it, and particu- 
larly by means of prayer. .Let us pray for the conversion 
of our poor ; let us ^obtain^priayers for ; them from pious 
souls; let us sacrifice something to this intention, and we 
may be sure of success. It was thus that the Saints acted, 
and it is one of the secrets 'of the conversions which they 
worked.-, .. ;,''- :--.< ;:::. - '::<- ;-:-- ; -;;,- -, : J,: ,.!-....... 

Of course, when -a: member, consults the Conference 
upon a case-of din^cultyi-he;; should take care that ; np in- 
convenience can arise from .making it public ; if that be 
so/ he should consult the President privately. . 

21:-^-If relief ininidney. tiloihes. or books 

-...;>..'.,. - : .|.r-., -. ; .,- .;..- .-,..;;.% t . ,. v ', ,_ . 

be: applied fp^the gtbunds!| for su^ja^ipli- 
cation should be Mlj explained, and the 
Oonf erence votes* . Snonld. the. case, of dis- 
tress be snch that ii grant; pf money is indis- 
pensable, and.; that, relief;, in.. Mnil^'will not 
answer instead, the members receiving the 
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money must take special care; to 'watch, dili- 
gently over the use made thereof; 

This article expressly recalls a usage- so well estab- 
lished, that it ia scarcely necessary .to, state it, to wit: 
that the distribution of relief in kind is the rule, and the 
exception a grant, of money. The reasons for; .this custom 
are so obvious that it is useless.to recall them; . ; i 

Some Conferences have remarked ;that certain ; bf , their 
members had a stronger tendency than ;; the' .others ,;to. ask 
for Uie extraordinary relief to which the, ?lstj Article re- 
fers. The result of this is, that, without their, desiring. it, 
their poor are more favored .than others., To remedy this 
trifling abuse, the habit has been .adopted of entering the. 
extraordinary relief, which': has-been/granted;;, upon the 
register of families, opposite to the names of the,: families, 
who had received it; so that the Conference. is^not again 
put to the same expense for the same , poor, person with- 
out being fully aware of it. -. . .: :;:,:-: '.:;.. r . l^r :... 

22. -After the allocation of the different: 
sorts of relief , the meinbers : delibei^te on the 
disposal of any situations ;ihey ; maybe able to 
procure for the poor, on the plan^' for the re- 
lief of the distressed, and OIL ther f amilies to 
be visited by new naembers, or'by those ^ho 

:: 'V !,;'. i >,', \. ' t -- ... -' '- : ? ' > I,;.'' :,.*/ *.>"t'l '' - - -' ' J * * - '-.--' 

wish to visit more. No amily -can ; b6 ^ ad- 

" - i f , ** - - ' '*' I - " 

mitted on the relief-roll oith^-feo^^ 

out a previous statement of its wants, made 

' . - i i :' .-.:.:.!! ' , < ' \ : " J ',". ! I ', > J / ' "' 1 j -i'l <:'.''.'!' 

either by the Secretary 5 "'&,. by r such - other 
member as may have been ^ ; a^pomted;by tli'e 
President to collect information. Belore the 
Conference decides, every ^etoljer ;has ^ full 
liberty to make any remarks upon the case 
he may think useful. 
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The adoption of families should be the subject of very 
serious attention on the part of the President and of the 
Conference. It concerns, in fact, the prosperity and the 
honor of the Society that all abuses arising in this way 
should be avoided: that -women still yo\u\g, particularly 
if they live by themselves, should not be visited, and that 
every precaution should be taken to avoid even the ap- 
pearance of a scandal. This principle has been laid down 
from the very commencement, and is again referred to in 
the preliminary considerations of the Rule ; it has (been 
pointed out above; but the more the Conferences ore 
multiplied, the more is it indispensable to hold firmly to 
this. The poor are to be found everywhere ; and, when 
there is so great a choice among so much misery, we 
should connect ourselves only with those, the relief of 
whom is exempt from inconvenient circumstances, and 
cannot cause disedification. 

Care must also be taken, particularly in large towns, to 
adopt only the poor who live in reputable houses. This 
rule may appear severe ; but is it not a case to which the 
popular proverb may apply : " Charity well regulated 
begins at home ?" 

It is also fit that prudence should be used with regard 
to poor persons subject to grave faults drunkards, per- 
sons of dissipated habits, or those living in a state of con- 
cubinage. Undoubtedly these poor people ought not to 
be entirely excluded, unless they are in the category of 
those of whom mention has been made above; but they 
must not be visited except ia the desire to correct them, 
and but so long as there is hope of effecting that. Other- 
wise, if relief were still continued to them, after all ad- 
vice had been exhausted, that would be a cause of scan- 
dal for the honest poor, and it would give them grounds 
for believing, although erroneously, that the Society at- 
taches no value, to good morals and honest conduct. 
There is in this, therefore, a wise middle course to be fol- 
lowed between too great strictness and too much indul- 
gence ^ and, by paying attention to it, success will be oh. 
tained. 

Finally, care must be taken not to adopt such a num- 
ber as would be too large, regard being had to the num- 
ber of visitors. Otherwise, if the members take the 
charge of too many families, they would be led to visit 
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them only in a passing waj-, to do no more for them than 
just to distribute alms, and to neglect spiritual relief, 
which cannot be given but during visits of some duration 
and entirely friendly in their character. This mode of 
considering the matter is then very serious, and Confer- 
ences ought to lay down a rule for themselves, not to 
adopt but just so many families as they can visit in a 
Christian manner, and in the spirit of pur holy patron. 

But all is not done by adopting the poor; they must 
have visitors allotted to them. This duty is the especial 
task of the President; for some member may be suitable 
for almost every family, and yet not succeed with certain 
of the poor ; he may be too timid, or too harsh, tod slow 
or too hasty, for exceptional characters. To some of the 
poor it is well to give a visitor who impresses them by 
the gravity of his manner, and even by the importance 
of his position ; with others, on the contrary, success is 
to be had only by gaining their confidence by force of 
perseverance and of long patience. There is, then, a 
double study of the character of the visitors and of that 
of the poor, to be made by the President, and he cannot 
attach too much importance to it. "With respect to the 
visitors, this labor will be easy to the President, who 
meets them each week; but with respect to the poor, it 
requires more trouble, because their number is much more 
considerable. To effect it, there are two means, between 
which the President can choose: either to make periodi- 
cally, at least once a year, the complete round of the 
families, or for himself to pay the first visits, for some 
weeks, to the families newly adopted. Some Presidents 
have found the leisure to carry out both plans at the same 
time ; they cannot be too much congratulated upon their 
doing so. 

23. -Members leaving for a time, or for 
ever, the place where the Conference is, give 
notice to the President, who confides to 
others the duties with which such members 
were charged. 

The recommendations of this Article, although purely 
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of detail, possess a real importance. Thus, if a member 
neglects to give intimation of his departure, his poor or his 
works may be abandoned ; if he forgets to acquaint the 
President personally with it, or if he himself gives charge 
to another member, either of his poor or of his works, the 
allocation of the families by the President, of which men- 
tion has just been made, may be disturbed by it, or the 
works would not perhaps be intrusted to the brother to 
whom they would be most suited. In either case, the 
good order, of the Conference would be disturbed by it, 
particularly if the circumstances were of frequent recur- 
rence. 

Let us add, that it is very well that the members, who 
go away, should draw up a detailed report upon the state 
of their poor, which would enable those who replaced them 
to understand better and sooner the characters, the neces- 
sities, and the misery of those poor. Some brothers have 
also, upon such occasions, the praiseworthy custom of giv- 
ing to their Conference a more considerable sum as alms, 
to represent them in the collections in which, 'during 
their absence, they would not join, and to help the Con- 
ference in supporting its poor. This practice cannot be 
recommended too strongly. 

24. The Conference then considers any 
observations that may be made with a view 
to its interests, its increase, and the best use 
of its funds. 

This part of the meeting ought not to be neglected, be- 
cause the Conferences .would readily degenerate and fall 
into monotony, were they to occupy themselves exclu- 
sively with material questions, and not to give a little 
time to such as are general; Here are two shoals to be 
shunned; the first under pretext of being engaged upon 
more exalted interests, to allow themselves to get into 
speeches, into dissertations upon charity, into theoretical 
discussions, which would be quite opposed to the sim- 
plicity of our meetings; the second to restrict them- 
selves to what concerns the Conference exclusively. It 
cannot be too well remembered that the Society of St. 
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Vincent de Paul is one, and, that this unity may be main- 
tained, it is well that the Copferences should converse 
often about such things as occur of an edifying nature in 
other Conferences that they should study to imitate 
them and to turn them to use, in .order that they them- 
selves may not fall into apathy and torpor. Thus, it is 
very suitable to select that part of the meeting when it 
is most numerous, to give an account; to the Conference, 
either of whatever has occurred of importance at the Par- 
ticular Council of the town, if there be one, or of the k 
teneral advice contained in the monthly Bulletin of the 
ociety, or of the interesting Reports of other Conferences. 
It is also the most opportune moment for reading the cir- 
culars of the Council-General, a deep knowledge .of which 
the metnbers are often so deficient in, and which is so usp- 
ful. Sometimes, all these documents are left . , to rest in 
the archives of the Conference, which is the same as say- 
ing, in the dust. This is a very positive loss to the mem- 
bers. 

It will be well, also, from time to time, to have read, at 
this period of the meeting, some profitable report upon 
any special work of the Conference, with the view of ex- 
citing interest, and of constantly stimulating zeal, which 
is, alas ! so ready to languish in every human work. 

25. At the close of the meeting, and be- 
fore the prayer, the Treasurer makes the col- 
lection, to which each member contributes 
an offering proportioned to his means, but 
always in secret. Those, who cannot spare 
time for the service of the poor, try to in- 
crease the amount of their pecuniary con- 
tributions. 

The collection should not be made merely for form's 
sake; it ought always to be done very seriously, and 
every one is bound to examine Mmself before God, in his 
soul and conscience, whether the sacrifice which he makes 
to the poor is in proportion to his nieang. Almsgiving, 
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in fact, is not to the Christian a simple counsel it is a 
rigorous duty ; : and, while it maybe discharged otherwise 
than by the collection at the -Conference, and while- a 
portion (of the extent of which each one can alone be the 
judge) ought to > be reserved for other works,and especially 
for those of his own parish, it is right that every member 
of the i Society of St. 'Vincent de Paul should, within the 
bosom of his 'Conference, discharge this precept generous- 
ly, liberally. :; Otherwise, how could he ask of others, if 
he has not cdmme'ncfed by being himself the first to give ? 
How, above allj can he ask of God to bless his labors, if 
he has n ot deserved that blessing by a truly adequate 
self-sacrifice'?' 1 '< '- ' ':, i > :.. ....:.- . 

The collection, th^ny Ought to be a serious act, but it 
ought also to be a secret one ; and nothing would be more 
opposed to -the spirit of the Society than to stimulate its 
members' ; to considerable donations .by the attraction of 
publicity. < Thus; a riewl\--formed Conference had thought, 
with a very laudable intention, that; the amount of its 
collections 1 would be increased if they were made upon a 
plate, so as! to allow each one's offering to be seen ; and it 
sought the opinion of the Council-General upon it. The 
latter was unanimous in condemning this practice. .Thus, 
too, other Conferences have sought to replace the weekly 
collection by an assessment laid upon the members, either 
according to a rate fixed beforehand, or according to each 
one's means. The Council-General has likewise been at 
all times opposed to a tendency in this direction. Be- 
sides the fear that an assessment upon a low scale would 
injure the prosperity of the treasury, and that an assess- 
ment at a high rate would, keep away many good Chris- 
tians of small means, yet zealous, it was most of all to be 
feared that the secrecy of the collection would be violated. 
In Conferences; there ought to be no differences of rank 
or fortune : this is one of the most certain causes of their 
success. -Now, the less Opulent should not be exposed to 
blush at the sinallness of their alms, nor the more wealthy 
be tempted, to grow proud of the superiority of their do- 
nations. If anywhere Christian equality should be pre- 
served, it ia in the presence of charity. Nevertheless, in 
"some country Conferences; it hasbeen permitted that gifts 
in kind maybe made by members as their contribution to 
the collection. . This departure, which yet dos riot.pre- 
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; vent a cpUectipn according to rule, has been sanctioned 
by th.e. nature of : th'e ci^rcumstajicesX '... 

The collection is intended for the use of 
the families "visited. but: 1&e members should 

.- - . - - . '. .'"' f^.' \ '.'- - - - . . - ... V - ' ; 

not neglect any other means that inay pre- 
sent themselves of increasing the funds of the 
Conference; T ; \ 

At the commencement of thi Society, the collections 
were almost the only resource of our 'Conferences ; at 
present they still are one of thermost considerable sources 
of revenue, and they- amount, on ; an averagej, to the fourth 
of the total receipts; This continuance of resources per- 
sonal to 1 and furnished by the members themselyes is A 
most happy sigh ; but, as the Rule says, the membera 
should not neglect any other means that may offer of in- 
creasing the- funds. These means vary according to local- 
ities and customs : nel?e,it is a charity sertnon; there, 
lotteries; elsewhere, bazaars or sales; almost- every where 
subscriptions solicited, extraordinary donations procured; 
but what ought not to vary, are the /principles which 
should govern the collection of these resources. - 

First, arid- above all^ there must be a great zeal to keep 

up the treasury. of the poor.. Often- there are -numerous 

steps to take towards this end; there are refusals to be 

endured, sometimes even difficulties ,ta ? be qvereqme., A 

member of the Sqcielty of St.. Vincent ; de Paul , ought not 

to allow h^imself to be daunted, provided,, of course, that 

he has not exceeded the limits of propriety.; - When one 

sees closely the misery of sp many families, when one's 

1 heart ia sensibly affected by their privation, their naked- 

1 ness, and, .more than all,, by their spiritual.destitution, he 

" light not" to iet'himself be checked by some refiiBals-r he 

- ought not to fear being importunate ; the pleasure of 

solacing these miseries well deserves being purchased by 
; some annoyances. 

Yet, if there must be zeal, in order not to lose through 

>. our own fault any occasion of increasing the patrimony of 

-the poor,, this zeal must not end in too human an attach' 
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ment to material resources. ^ a Christian work, inoney 
never is more than a secondary thing! : what effects more 
than all else is devotedness ^desire for the salvation of 
souls. -Whence arise -two rc-sults : the first is, thaty if the 
treasury does not fill to the. measure of our wishes, we 
must not be grieved at it^ n6r, l ab6vB all, must we be dis- 
i couraged, but on. the, contrary, -we must persevere more 
? than ever ; the second is, that to geib money we must 
never resort to modes which are not entirely of a Chris- 
tian character. Nothing is, in fact, more fatal than to 
pursue a praiseworthy end by means which are not free 
from reproach, or to wish to accomplish a, Christian work 
by ways contrary to Christiaaity, ; Consequently, there 
should be no balls for; Conferences, no theatrical represen- 
tations ; it is not necessary tp state: this ; but there should 
not .be even those lotteries^ where cupidity is Stimulated 
by th'e allurement. of gain, where recourse is had to speer 
ulation to bring in funds ; nor should any other means be 
adopted whictvare repugnant to simplicity or to humiiityi 
All ought to be modest, Christian in order not to attract 
too much the eyes of the world, and not to alienate the 
blessings of God. ; ^ ; 

26.-~Th:e meeting closes with the prayer to 
Saint Vincent de PoMl, and the prajers Pro 
lenefactori'bus, and '$u& tuum pro&svdium. 

The custom is established- in. some Conferences of re^ 
citing at the close of the f meeting '.the prayer -foir the use of 
the members of the So/defy, which 1 i3 to be found in "the pfan? 
itdlj and at the end of the- Rule. It cannot be d<>ubted 
that this would' be a source of graces for the CbnfereniceSj, 
and'it is desirable that as iwelUthe members indiviauallyV 
as the Conferences' In a body/shotdd ^recite thia ^prayer 

' ' ' : '''' '"" '''"' 
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CHAPTER II. 

OF PARTICULAR COUNCILS. 

"When several Conferences are established in the same 
town, Article 4 states that they are to be united by a 
Particular "Council. This is the place to examine the mo- 
tires \vhicTi have led to the creation ,of this institution ., 
and the spirit which should direct it. The details of its ' 
organization will appear further on. 

The increase of members in the Conferences is certain- 
ly a very great benefit, and every member should labor 
actively towards it. Yet, there is a point beyond which 
this organization leads to serious inconveniences, namely, 
when the number of the members becomes too great. 
Then the meetings, lose some of their cordiality, by be- 
coming more formal, and some of, their freedom, to pre- 
vent their falling into confusion and disorder. A Confer- 
ence is then no longer a place of meeting for Christian 
friends; it is an assemblage of men who deliberate 
gravely ; moreover, zesil greatly relaxes in the same 
measure as numbers increase, since each one depends 
upon the other, and individual interest diminishes. It is, 
then, a great danger to a Conference to become too nu- 
merous ; by it the spirit of simplicity, of fraternity, of 
cordiality; may be wrecked. Thus, it has been, early "con- 
sidered as necessary for Conferences that have reached t 
this point, to divide themselves into several Conferences,^ 
and experience has justified that, opinion ; : bu$ this division 
was not intended to lead to a schism> nor even to an iso- 
lation, nor to an entire Sfverance of the branches of the 
original Conference; It is for this reason that provision 
has been made by the organization of Particular Councils, 
which, whi'e letting the individuality of : each Conference 
exist, nevertheless combines the common strength of them 
all. Experience has, moreover, proved the utility of the 
means adopted. 

Now, thanks to this combination, we have been enabled 
to multiply the number of .members in important towns 
in a manner that could not have been expected. At 
Paris, for example, while a Conference of 150 members 
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would have found almost insurmountable difficulties in. 
maintaining itself, there have been formed fifty Confer- 
ences, in which about two thousand members are included, 
and by which they are drawn together by the attraction 
of neighborhood, of parochial connections, and also by the 
simplicity of meetings thus multiplied. In the less con- 
siderable towns a Conference could never have exceeded 
the number of sixty or eighty members; divided into 
three Conferences, it now has brought together more than 
twice that number, and there are double the number of 
poor visited, of funds collected, of good done. Here, then,, 
is a result which deserves to attract the attention of many 
Conferences; but it will not be effected unless under 'the 
'double condition which the following articles develop, 
namely unity of direction in important matters, great 
freedom for action of each Conference in the details of 
its works. 

The separation of one Conference into several Confer- 
ences is the most frequent case where there is occasion 
for the creation of a Particular Council . yet sometimes it 
happens in towns which are somewhat spread out, or in 
suburbs which are attached to them, that a second Confer- 
ence is organized entirely outside of the first one. This 
does not make it the less necessary to bind these Confer- 
ences together by a common Council, but it should be re- 
marked that the Council-General, before pronouncing the 
aggregation of the second Conference, always advises 
with the primitive Conference, in order to be well assured 
that they are acting harmoniously, and that the formation 
of a new centre is catised by charity, and not by such a 
rivalry as should be regretted. 

In fine, we must observe that this institution, which 
was only applied at first to Conferences of the same town 
or of its immediate locality, has been extended recently 
to country Conferences. The boundary of the jurisdiction 
of the Particular Councils is in such case traced by the 
Council-General at the time of their institution ; for this 
demarcation arises no longer from the nature of circum- 
stances, and it varies according to the relations, the prox- 
imity, and the necessities of the Conferences grouped 
together. This innovation is very advantageous, since it 
is "a protection against the dangers of isolation in Confer^ 
ences scattered througn the country, whose weakness 
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makes it necessary that they, more than all others, -should 
support one another. 

'' .' -'-'' '-' .'--- :... . : . ..'.;. -i. ;.! , ; . .'. 

27. The PartiGula/r Council of a town 
is composed of a Spiritual Director, a Presi- 
dent, Vice-Presidenty Secretary, and Treas- 
urer, of all tne Spiritual Directors, Presi- 
dents, and Yice-Presidents of the Confer- 
ences of the town, and' of "the Spiritual Di- 
rectors, Presidents^ an$7 Vice-Preadei*ts of 
Special Works in which all are interested. 

The composition .of Particular Councils has - .been con? 
ceived, as may be readily : seen, in ; the double thought 
indicated above,' of unity of direction; and of free action of 
the Conferences for their works. Thus, r there is at the 
head a Board, the members of which need not be attached 
to any Conference, and which ought necessarily to tend to 
encourage them all in a'n equal 'degree then, besides this 
.Board, there are the Presidents and Vice-Preisidents of 
each Conference, arid the Presidents and Vice-Presidents 
of the Special Works. All interests, then, are protected 
there, in order that the decisions arrived at may oe; ac- 
cepted more freely by all; all the wdrks are there present, 
in order that the absence of any one may not involuntarily 
cause its interests to be postponed. : 

With ^regard to the special > works, as the Rule calls 

.them, arid which it would be more correct to call general 

works', they are those which, for their full development, 

require the common concurrence of all the Conferences. 

.These works alone are "represented in the Particular 

Councils, and not the works of this or that Conference 

which have the President of the Conference for their 

. natural guardian. , 

It is well to note, in passing! that when the article 
speaks of a Vice-President, "here as in many other articles, 
that does not prevent more, being named if there be a real 
necessaty for them; sd also' as to Vice-Secretaries and 
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" ..... .-- ~ ', ~' ' ~ ' '~ ~ '.. * - 

Yicp.-Treasurers. Nevertheless, it. would, be. *yery- .much. 
exposed to the spirit of the Society -to multiply, beyoiod- 
\?hat is necessary, the number of officers, in order to 
foster selfr love and vanity. 



Particular Gounoll is chafed 
\ with those works and important meastires 

] '.- ' - i .-..*.-. 

which interest all the Conferences; of the 



This article .determines plainly the functibns.pf Particu- 
lar Councils." Thus, if the matter in question be concern- 
ing ia work entirely of detail, or the internal arrangements 
of the relief in a , Conference, the Particular Council has. 
nothing to do with it*, since that does not affect all the . 
Conferences 'of. the town. But if, on the contrary, it is a . 
question ;of regulation, which; concerns the Society at 
large if it is a measure, the result of which will not be 
confined to the Conferences of tlie town, but may extend 
over all the others, it does not lie, strictly speaking, with 
the Particular Council to cpme to a decision on the mat- 
ter; it has only to offer advice, leaving it to the Council- 
General to give a definite solution. But, when a question. 
arises upon a measure, that interests all the Conferences of 
the to.wn^: and which concerns them only, it is then that 
the action of the Particular Council comes into operation,. 
and that it has the right; to adopt positive decisions. 
Without entering into the details of these measures, it is. 
certain that they are of frequent occurrence. Thus, where 
new Conferences, are formed, ij; is for the Parti culap 
Council to fix their limits. When some imp'prtant works' 
are proposed, it is for it to decide upon whether therie is! 
occasion for them, how ; they should be proceeded with, . 
etc. When a Conference departs frpin the jpule, it is for 
the Particular Council to remind the Conference of the 
rule, and by its advice to lead baclk to its observance. 

29i-r- It decides on tlie allocatibii of the ,' 
cominqn fund. This f lind is maintained by 

' ..:'... ': .""'. " , - - - ; - ". 

all donations - not made expresslj to anjr of 
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the Conferences, collections made at the 
general meetings of the town, and by the 
contributions which the Presidents bring to 
the Council in the names 1 ' of their respective 
Conferences. This fund is intended to meet 
the expenses of the Special Works of the 
town, and to sustain the poorer Conferences. 

The administration of the common funds of the Confer- ' 
ences is one of the functions of the Particular Council. 
These funds are destined, as the article says, to meet the 
works of the town, and to support the poorer Conferences. 
This destination shows their real utility, and proves how 
valuable they are. Misery never ; is, in fact, distributed 
. equally atnong the different quarters of a town, and it 
/Sis very right, that the more abundant -resources of the 
better-circumstanced Conferences should, aid-the distress 
elf the others. It is one of the most Christian applica- 
tions of the true charity which should, animate the mem- 
bers of the Society, and one of .the most positive pr< ofs 
that they all act but with one heart and one soul. This 
is the place to add that the funds of the Particular 
Council, as well as those of the Conferences, ought always 
to be employed upon the works of the Society. " We have 
been asked," says the Circular of December 1st, 1842, "if 
it bepermissibie to apply some of the funds received as . 
donations or through the collections , at Conferences, to 
any other charitable purpose than the works specially 
adopted by them. It appeared to us that this ought not 
to be done ; that it would be, first, to misunderstand 
the intentions of the donors ; that, secondly, such a lati- 
tude would have, as a result, to embarrass considerably 
the works which we have undertaken. By wishing to do 
every thing, we would end, in fact, by doing nothing. A 
charitable society, which (Hoes not know how to limit it- 
self, is soon exhausted. Because we have selected certain 
works, we have not entered upon an engagement to de- 
vote ourselves to all. Pardon me, Sir and. dear Brother, 
if in this I appear to wish to restrain the effects of your 



ON THE GENERAL RULE. 117 

zeal; but we must be wise with soberness, and it is to 
mate your efforts more efficacious and more lasting, that 
I hazard these counsels of a prudence which may seem to- 
be timid."* 

The; supply of the funds of the Council presented a 
double difficulty: of drawing too much to itself, or of. 
being insufficient. If the resources of the Conferences 
had Taeen too much concentrated in the common fuud, 
their zeal in collecting funds would certainly have been 

: diminished. It is, perhaps, a weakness to wish to expend 
by our own hand, or through our Conference, the money 
which we have procured, and to put so much the more ar- 
dor in its collection, as~we shall have greater share in its 
distribution ; but this weakness is too natural to man that 
it should not be taken into account. If, on the other 
hand, too moderate resources had been destined for it, the 
common fund would have been without an object. It ap- 
pears that the Rule goes safely between these two dangers. 
Thus, every Conference is exclusively proprietor of the 
funds which it receives by weekly collections ; by sub- 
scriptions; by donations made to it ; by the local re- 
sources which it procures within its own limits, and 
which vary according to local customs. 

The-Couricil centralizes the ' donations made to the So- 
ciety in the town, and not made to this or that Confer* 
ence, the funds arising from lotteries, general collections 

r organized not in a single parish, but in the entire town, 
the contributions of honorary members (Art. 65), the col- 
lections made at the general meetings of the town, and 
the. offerings of each Conference. Besides, it is to be re- 
marked that this limitation^ is necessarily, to a small ex- 
tent, somewhat variable and elastic, and that, in the spirit 
of the Society, there ought to be made under this head, 
between the funds of the Council and those of the Con- 
ferences, certain concessions according to the exigencies 
of the occasion. Further, the offerings of each Confer, 
ence are now fixed generally at a certain percentage upon 
their funds. It seemed useless, in fact, to renew a vote 
upon this matter at every meeting of the Conference. At 
Paris the Conferences, vote the tenth of their funds, and 

* Page 233 of the Manual 
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this allocation is sufficient; on- account of thei? number;- 
in other towns, a, different ^proportion has necessarily been 
adopted, .;.-....'-; ;. .. >--;,-.-'^ -!. ; . .--.-. . ;-. -'- .. 

30. Thus Spiritttal Director, President,, 
Vice-President, jSeeretary-j and Treasurer, 
constitute tlie ordinary Council, to whicli be- 
longs the direction ,of the ordinary business. 

Just 93 in sample Conferences, this -council is of great - 
importance ; not only does it prepare the, subjects.for de- , 
liberation, and thus shorten them; but it,- also expedites a 
crowd of small details, in ^hich tihe Presidentia veryglad 
to receive advice, but which are not worth calling an. ex- 
traordinary meeting for. So that, nothing is done precipi- 
tately, and, nevertheless, small matters^ which;are the most - 
numerous, are not protracted,: indefinitely. This is a very 
important point; for,, in works of charity, if it be of con-" 
sequence to do them weH, ife ia. also necessary to do them, 
quickly. 

31. The President is appointed by the 
Council, with the advice of the Conferences. 
On the first occasioti he is appointed by all 
the Conferences together. ; l;he President, 
appoints the. Presidents and the Yice-Presi- 
dents of Conferences and of Special Works, 
as well as the Ticie-Presideiit, the Secretary, 
and the Treasurer of the Particular Council, 
taking the advice of his Council upon, all 
those appointments. / 

This article clearly defines ,the occasions and the man- 
ner- of nomination of the diffeFeat^ officers and fi*embe*s-f- 
the Particular Councili . ,On,e ^queabion .only has been 
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raised,, viz.} can the. Council nominate the-President, after 
getting the advice of the Conferences, bM still cwtb'arg to that 
advice? and can ; the President nominate the officers', 
whom he is charged with selecting, after the advice of his. 
Council, but still contrary to that advice ? The Council- 
General, being consulted upon this point, were of opinion 
that, in principle, the Particular Council, as well as. the 
President,. could proceed with the nomination* which be- 
long tp them; but that, in a work of charity, we must ad-, 
here less to a cold interpretation of the text, than to. the 
nature of the circumstances. Now, in fact, it is certain 
that a Council could not impose a President upon the- 
Cdnferences of a town in^spite ofthetoi, and that a Presi- 
dent could not impose upon his Council members whom; 
the majority of that Council would formally reject. Here 
charity solves theV difficulty, as" also it will prevent its 
being raised; fypj in order that good may be possible, > 
there must be an intimate union among all and a great" 
danger to the Society would manifest itself upon the day 
when any in it would wish to act in virtue of rights and 
of prerogatives, and not rather through a mild firmness. 

3 ...- - . . 

. 32. -The President of the Particular 
Council directs its proceedings, receives and : 
submits propositions, and calls meetings when 
necessary. He presides at the; general meet- 
ings of the district. 

- .... - " -" . : ' ' -*i 

The Rule does not define ttie time of meeting of the 
Particular Councils ; and it could not do so, for what would 
suit in one town is often not expedient in another; thus, 
at Pails a necessity has been felt for the Particular Coun- 
cil of the city to . assemble every eight days j and these ' 
repeated -meetings have answered very well.. In other - 
places, on the contrary, fortnightly or monthly meetings 
are amply sufficient. _The necessities of each tQwn must, - 
then, be taken into accounti but it is desirable that the 
meetings should not be held at at greater interval than a . 
month, since a Council, to be realj must be active. . - 
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' 33. The Secretary prepares the minutes of 
the meetings of the Council. He keeps a 
register of the nairies, Cliristian names, pro- 
fessions, and residences of the members of 
all the Conferences of the town, with the 
dates of their admission, and the names of 
their proposers. , He also registers the native 
places of those who have not a fixed domi- 
cile in the town. 

The points of detail which the 33d Article enumerates 
ought to be carefully observed; and experience has 
proved that none of these particulars are superfluous. Sec- 
retaries of Particular Councils ouarht, then, to endeavor 
to take care of this matter, as should Secretaries of Con- 
ferences apply themselves to keeping up the lists of mem- 
bers and those of the poor. 

' 34. The Treasurerhas charge of the com- 
mon fund of the town. 

It follows that it is to the Council that he accounts. It 
is well that, as in the Conferences, these accounts should 
be audited yearly. 

; , 35. The Conferences are represented in 
the Particular Council <by^ their Spiritual Di- 
rectors, Presidents, and Yice-Presidents. 
The Spiritual Directors, Presidents, and Yice- 
Presidents of Special; Works appear there to 
watch over the interests of those works. 
Each makes reports wheil invited to do so 

___ . ' t .-.'.'' i: : '..-::..'.-. t -.:-:,'''..U : ':* -...' '- - : ... .;.:.. 

by the President of the Council. 
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Thiere is nothing to point out here but the final ar- 
rangement in this article, and to insist upon the useful- 
ness of Reports being made frequently to the- Council up- 
on the state of the Conferences and of the works. These 
reports, although they 'ought always to be made in a 
simple style, yet keep interest heartily alive; they pre- 
. vent meetings from being dull or monotonous; they 
afford the occasion to Councils to probe to the quick the 
Conferences and the works of the town, to give advice, 
to rectify usages that are defective, to extend such as are 
useful, and thus to form, by the force of example alone, a. 
unity V of heart and of mind among the different Con- 
ferences. 



CELAPTERni. 

THE COTJNCIL-GENEEAL. 

36. The Council-General is composed of 
a President, Vice -President, Secretary, Treas- 
urer, and of several Councillors. 

37. The Council-General is the bond of 
all the Conferences- it maintains the unity 
of the Society. It labors for whatever can pro- 
mote its prosperity. In this respect it adopts 
the course which it. judges most useful. 

The Council-General is ihe centre of the entire {Society. 
It aggregates Conferences, institutes the Councils of differ- 
ent degrees, fixes their JUn^ if there be oc- 
casion, and in serious cases, the dissolution of Conferences 
and of Councils, adopts'general decisions which extend to 
the whole Society, interprets. or modifies the General 
Rule, as occasions arise, and Directs all the Conferences 
by its correspondence; its circulars, and the Bulletin. Its 
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existence goes:back to the origin of the Society, so soon 
as there were several Conferences; land its action has- 
been successively developed according as the general in- 
terests of the work have increased and have become of , 
greater importance. The Circular of December, 183T 
(pages 215 to 217 of the Manual), gives the history of it. 
The Rnle devotes a chapter to its organization. [See, 
with regard to the enumeration, of the officers, the re- 
mark inserted at Article 2V.] 

38. It decides upon the allpcatiori of the 
central fund. This fund is maintained by 
donations made to the Society, by collections 
made at the general- meetings of the Society, 
and by contributions: from the Conferences 
and Councils 'towards the general expenses 
of the Society. 

Notwithstanding the strictest economy, it is : not possi- 
ble that the Society should not have ; some general ex- 
penses; every individual Conference, every Council, nec- 
essarily has some; the Council-General, charged withr 
representing the whole Society, with corresponding" with 
its different branches spread all over the world, so to 
speak, could not escape this obligation, and, of course, feels 
it in a still stronger degree. W hence the creation, of a A 
central treasury; but it is of .the very essence ,.qf our work 
to restrain these expenses to what is strictly necessary, to 
do everything with simplicity, and, consequentlyy with 
economy, and to be sacredly avaricious of the money .of 
the poor in respect to everything which doe's* not go dv- 
rectly to their relief. The spirit of the Society would be 
deeply injured, and its success, perhaps; be compromised, 
on the day when these habits would be deviated from.. 

The 38th Article places the annual offerings of each 
Conference and of each Council among, the' resources of: 
the treasury of the Council-General. It is but just thatf 
the Conferences of Paris should not bear alone sucn ex- 
penses as relate ta^he whole Society, and -that each. "Con* 
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ference, having its share in the. general expenditure, 
Should have its share, too, in the means of providing for 
it. , Some Conferences, have; of themselves decided that 
they would adopt,; as the base of their annual coptribu- 
tion r thQ, hundredth part of 'their receipts; but, whatever 
may be the gratitude of the Council-General for that de- 
cision, on this subject nothing is prescribed by the Rule, 
nor, even demandt;d,by .the. Council-General: these gifts 
are entirely optional, and it appears that the more they 
are spontaneous the more valuable they become. 

Moreover, the purpose of the treasury of .th'e ! Council- 
General is not merely to defray the expenses of corre- 
/spondence and of administration. It ought, especially, to 
come to the aid of poor Conferences, for which temporary 
assistance is eminently 'useful; Every year the Council- 
General allocates grants^ which are unfortunately insuff- 
icient, either to Conferences which are organized in poor 
localities, and to which a small remittance of money is a 
Valuable encouragement, or to those which, some time in 
existence, are assailed by greater necessity. Thus, many 
Conferences have been supported, upheld, preserved, per- 
haps, from the inefficiency into which they were about to 
fall. Alone, they would liaye succumbed; but, feeling 
themselves sustained, they have- regained courage, and 
they have imparted it to the poor whom they relieved, 
and to the rich who could give them co-operation. 

But occasions arise of so serious a nature, that the treas. 
ury of the Council-General,; which is always very incon- 
siderable, cannot succeed in affording a remedy for them* 
Thus, after the inundations of the Rhone and of the Loire, 
during the famine in Ireland and that in German Lor- 
raine, the wretchedness became of such proportions that 
the united efforts of all the Conferences were required to 
.bring some remedy for; the evil. In such circumstances 
theiCouncil-Generalfirst gives its own little contribution, 
and then makes an appeal to the Conferences either a 
general appeal, if the misery be excessive, or one limited 
to ; certain" countriesj if the misery be confined within, a 
certain radius. There iacause;tb thank our good God for 
the result of these appeals, for they have always been re- 
ceived in the most charitable and most fraternal manner. 

Finally, these general calls made upon the Conferences 
diould. be confined, to very- rare cases \ far these excep 
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tional means can be had recourse to profitably only so 
long as they are used with extreme discretion. Further> 
they ought to be made by the CouncilrGeneral only. Oth- 
erwise, there would no longer be; any- regularity as to 
them, and each being judge of the occasion of the calls, 
the result of this would be such .a multiplicity of them 
that irregularity would ensue. . ; ; , 

The consequence of this is (and perhaps it is not useless 
to recall it to mind), that no Conference ought, of itsou-n 
accord and by itself, to transmit 'lottery tickets, circulars 
for subscriptions, requests for money, to the Conferences 
at large. la the district of a Particular, Central, or Su- 
perior Council, it can be done, within that circumscription, 
with the assent of that Council; but, outside that circum- 
scription, a general application can be mad only through 
the intervention of the Council-General . This is at once 
the way to make important subscriptions succeed, and to 
prevent those being attempted which are not of that 
natur . .'' ;..- ;/. : . . . ; ... 

39. The members of tlie Council-General 
are nominated by the President, witL. tlie ad- 
vice of tlie Councf - 

According to an old custom, confirmed by a decision of 
the Council-General, under date of November 24th, 1851, 
it is for the Council-General to decide if there be occasion 
to nominate new members. When that decision is in the 
affirmative, the President-General, after haying taken the 
advice of the Council, nominates the new members of the 
Council. (See on this subject the commentary given up- 
on Article 31. The same principles are applicable here.) 

No figure has been fixed for the number of members of 
the Council, since the necessity .may vary according to 
circumstances, and with the increase of the Society it 
may be useful to call upon iribre 1 fellow- workmen -out, 
according to the spirit of the Rule, no more than the num- 
ber of members that is really necessary should be intro- 
duced into the Council. Its has^alwiayB 1 appeared- that 
these duties ought to be active, and not simply honorary, 
and that, if the members were too numerous, it would be 
less easy to preserve the necessary unity of purpose and 
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of direction. In fact, the number of the members of the 
Council-General has- been, .for many years, between 
twenty and twenty-five. 

The members- of the G6uncil : General are chosen, as a 
general rule, from among the Presidents or members of 
Conferences who\ have rendered most services to the 
Society, and who can devote most time and intelligence 
to the general interests; yet the Council-General has 
always reserved to itself the liberty of calling into its 
body persons remarkable by reason of their pjefy and 
their love of good works, persons who honor our work by 
coming to give their co-operation to it. But, it should be 
understood, that such a case ought to be a very rare ex- 
ception, being 'caused by circumstances and by the quali- 
ties of the future members of the Council. 

',- 

40. -WHeh a Presiden1^0eneral of the So- 
ciety is to be nominated, the Council-General 
is convened by the Yice-President. This 
meeting is preparatory, its sole business be- 
ing to deliberate as to the person who may 
be considered eligible for the office. If the 
former; President be living ; , he is requested 
to designate some person whom he thinks 
it would be proper to select. 

When the Council has deliberated upon 
one or more names, .it adjourns for two 
months; In the interval, the proceedings of 
this preparatory meeting are made known to 
the; Presidents of the Particular Oouncils, 
who .consult their colleagues, and to the Pres- 
ideiits :f tlie^C^ 
respective Councils, or even the Conferences 
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over which they --preside- ; all the- Presidents 
transmit their opinions to the Gotmcil^G-en- 
eral, and, according to those 'Opinions,- the 
Council-General makes the election ; Ian ex- 
act minute of which is recorded* While the 
election is pending, all the members of the 
Society offer up, either in private or in- their 
meetings, as a special prayer to Godj the. 
Veni Creator, that His spirit may enlighten; 
them in the choice they are aljput to mak:e, r 

The article indicates sufficiently the mode of election of 
the President-General, and there is no necessity ipr going 
into details. The important point is, to remind the Con-*, 
ferences of the necessity for prayer while that selection ia 
being carried out ; for that election is always a serious 
event in the Society, and the grace of God cannot be toa 
much implored that a choice beneficial to the work may 
be made, and that the candidate nominated may be worthy 
of the laborious charge to which he is 'called. - - 

41. The President-General convokes ex- 
traordinary meetings, and presides both in 
the Council-General and in all general meet- 
ings. ' ^ 

42. The Secretary-General keeps a regis- 
ter of the names, Christian names, profes- 
sions, residences, and dates of admission of 
the members ; also of the officers of the. 
Councils or Conferences, arid '"of the places, 
days, and hours of their meetings: He pre? 
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jfares th&. :minutes of : the meetings of the 
Cpuncil-GeneTal, and of general meetings. 
He drawa up an jannual report on the state of 
the .worksi of ., the- Society. He is charged 
with ; the general correspondence with the 
Presidents or Secretaries of the several 
Councils or Conferences. He keeps the 

.__- . ,. . -..-.. - - i - - - - -i 

archives of the Society. - 

?'. Of course, the members r of whom the Secretary-General 
keeps the list, .are those .of the Conferences in Paris; a 
General Register l bf all the members of the Society would 
be actually impossible, and it has never been thought of. 
It should be mentioned that the /correspondence ought 
to-be arranged with the'TresidentGeneral, or the Vice- 
presidents-General, delegated for that duty: the custom 
has, moreover : been introduced, that all the letters written 
in the name of the Council-General should be signed by 
two members, in order that nothing contrary to the spirit 
or to the usages ef the Society should, through mistake, 
find its way into them. 

43. The Treasurer-General has charge oi 
the funds. He keeps a regular account of 
the receipts and disbursements, and submits 

. L* ->-,. -.;.-- i -- - - - - - - - - ~- t 

his accounts to the Council-General. 

; . . 44. ^If the PresidentrGreneral himsel| can- 
not preside at the Council of Paris, he ap- 
points a m.ember of ,th;e Council-General to 
do so. He also,rOn)the : jcecommendation of 
the Secretary-general^ appoints several mem- 
bers of the Council-General to the office of 
Yice-Secretaries. 
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Article 44 lays down a useful principlej one applicable 
in all cases where two Councils-ras a ...General Council 
and Particular Council, an Opper Council and a Particular 
Council, a Central Council and .a Particular^ Council^ etc,, 
are together in the same town; namely, that a member ? 
of the Council, which is the highest in authority either 
the President or a member delegated adJwc by :1 tne Res- 
ident should always be the one to preside in the, Council 
of lower rank. Undoubtedly, bickerings and discussions 
about pre-eminence are little to be apprehended in an as- 
semblage for charitable purposes; but it would be sp dis? 
agreeable to have them raised that they must be avoided 
as much as possible,_and the concentration of the Presi- 
dentship of the two Councils in the same. person is one of 
the most effectual means of preventing discussions and. 
chances of offense being taken. : 



CHAPTER IT. 

GENERAL MEETINGS. 

Something has been said already of General Meetings 
and of their utility this is the .time to. study their spirit 
and details more closely. 

General meetings are the assembling together of .many 
Conferences, where several of them .exist in the same 
town, or even the assembling together of the active aid 
honorary members of the sole Conference of a town. This 
point deserves to be well determined; for many times 
some Isolated Conferences hay s e thought that they could 
not hold general meetings unless by uniting, themselves 
to some Conferences of the neighboring localities, and 
that it would be impossible for them to hold general meet? 
ings' by themselves alone. This notion is quite opposed to 
the practice of the Society, which regards^ as a general 
meeting, every more formal assembly, where, in the pres- 
ence of the members, both active and 'honorary, and of 
the benefactors of the Conference, an account is given of 
the good carried out, and of that which is contemplated. 
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It would, moreover, be very unfortunate that it should be 
so ; for, by omitting the general meeting, the Mass of the 
festival day 3 'Would, perhaps, be omitted, the members 
would cease to meet for the purpose of praying together, 
so as to warm each other in piety ; or, at least, if they 
did not give iip the pious meetings, they would lose the 
Plenary Indulgences of the four Festivals of the Society, 
which cannot be obtained but upon the double condition 
of communion and of assisting at the general meeting 
(Brief of January 10th, 1845). (See the Circular of No- 
vember 1st, 1849, pages 351 to 353 of the Manual.) 
'Now, it is beyond doubt that holding the four meetings 
presents some ^difficulties in small towns; that it is not 
e^asy to collect together four times a year some members 
of the clergy;; some persons strangers to the daily works 
of the Conferences, in order to occupy them with results 
of little consequence; for this reason the Council-General 
has not ceased, for many years past, to recommend to 
neighboring Conferences to make arrangements for hold- 
ing general meetings in common; sometimes in one town, 
sometimes in another; it is partly for this reason, also, 
that it insists upon the organization of Central Councils 
by means 01 which this part of our Rule can be more easily 
put into operation. 

General meetings are, in fact, very useful for reviving 
zeal; they interest the honorary members and the bene- 
factors in tne work sustained by their co-operation ; they 
afford the opportunity of speaking to them of the poor, 
rind [of obtaining 'for ; ' the.' /poor more powerful assistance; 
tliey form, too/ for the 'active members an occasion for 
reviewing the, whole i of their worts, and of seeing how 
they could be improved. In every p oint of view they are, 
then, useful, an<i, in towns where there are many Confer- 
ences, they are necessary in order to keep up mutual re- 
lationsV Yet care mtist be taken that they do not degen- 
erate into 'mere foi*rria] meetings, and be ma'de an occasion, 
for speech'es an'd eloquent displays, biit that they remain 
what they .ought always to be, a family meeting, some. 
vfhat more^ numerous than is usual, but ever humble, 
Christian, and full of simplicity. 

The Cbuneil-General has been often asked if ladies 
ought to be invited, to tlifc general meetings; Notwith- 
standing Ibcarreasons which have a certain, weight, the 
5 
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Gotmcil'Greneral has always answered in the negative. 
since, to this step, which would be free from obstacle^ in 
some towns, there may be 'some' objection^ in other more 
considerable places, and, the precedent once established, 
it would be difficult not to allow it to extend itself cpn- 
tmually, even until it wbuld beebme the rule. 



General meetings v are held every 
year, on the 8th , of Peceintier, the feast of 
the Immaculate Concej3tibn v of the Blessed 
Virgin ; on the first Sunday of Lent ; 
on the Sunday of the" GrOpd ^heplierd. 
(the anniversary of the translatioil of 
the relics of Saint Yiiiceiit , de Paul) : * and 
on the 19th of July, the Feast of our pat- 
ron Saint.f The President is empowered, 
moreover, to call extraordinary general meet- 



The dates fixed by the rule for the ' general meetings 
ought to be scrupulously /obgeryed ; and it would be very 
much to be regretted if Isolated Cfmfere.nces believed they 
could alter them. Is it not, in fact, touching to think that 
at the same periods all : the members ot the Society oJ.St. 
Vincent de Paul are assembled. to speak of God, of their. 
poor, and of their own sanctification ? Are- there not 
graces attached to this simult^neonsnessiof; prayers, .and 
" of action ? Yet it should be bbserved that the days in- 
dicated are not imperatively required by the Brief of 
January 10th, 1845, which allows some days latitude .for, 
holding the general meetings, so as to gain the indul- 
gence: o-tque cwtui -generoli -. qui fusee? lempvribus Jutbetur 
inierfwrint. It would, in faqt,. often be difficult to hold 
the meeting actually on the appointed dayv:; v T u ; 

. -ft "W hich: is the second {Sunday after EastiBp. ' 
f See note to article 5^; :: 
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.^ The general meetings, like the Con- 
ferences, open i with prayer and pious read- 



... .. . .. . . 

It is very useful to observe this arrangement, and it 
should never be departed from, on any pretext, lest the 
general meetings may lose the mark of a Christian as- 
sembly. With this motive, the Council-General has always 
been of opinion, that, if it is often useful to invite; persons 
wlio are strangers to the Society, whether f >r the purpose ' 
"of removing some prejudices, -or of obtaining their co- 
operation, the prayer and pious redding should never, out 
or' consideration to them,- be omitted. If those persons 
have the misfortune of being suck indifferent ( hristians 
as to be annoyed at thisfbeing done, iit is much better not 
to invite them. It is of little consequence that our meet- 
ings should be brilliant; but it is of very great con- 
sequence that they, should preserve their religious 
character. 

-4T. The Secretary, having first read the 
'minutes of the preceding meeting, calls 
alpiicl the members admitted into the difEer- 
. ent Conferences since the last general meet- 
ing, and whose names have been remitted to 
him for this purpose by the different Presi- 
dents. Those inemhers rise the Secretary 
jiresents , theia to the iSociety, and the 
President, who addresses them in a few 
Words.. .'.;' ';:.''. 'I '.'."., ',"'."'.;'.". /"'..'.' ' ' ; .-':.'.. . 

The actual presentation of the members to the meeting 
aiii to the Presidenty hias become almost impossible in 
practice at pretty nttmerouis general meetings. Disorder 
and -confusion would result from carrying it out. But, 
when the meeting, iai not .very great; it is well to keep to 
this custom, which, is a good proof of the spirit of broth- 
erhood, and which is very old. 
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48. The Presidents of Conferences report 
on the state of their Conferences. A sum- 
mary abstract of each report, containing the 
changes of members and of poor, families, 
the total receipts, with the amount and 
items of the expenditure, is deposited in the 
hands of the Secretary. 

This article cannot now be followed literally, except at 
general meetings where few Conferences come together ; 
it would, in fact, be impossible that ten or twelve Presi- 
dents, sometimes even forty or fifty, should come forward 
in succession to give accounts of the works of their Con- 
ferences ; it is then necessary that they should forward 
to the Secretary their notes upon the material points and 
that the latter, either himself or through another member, 
should draw up a complete statement. 

Further, whatever may be the form of the report, an 
essential point is that it should contain edifying facts, of 
a nature to excite zeal, and, above all, that it should not 
be a panegyric of the Society. The praises, which a work 
receives outside, are often the cause of great danger to 
it; but the panegyrics, which it pronounces on itself, are 
proof that the Christian spirit has departed from it. 

49. The Secretary then reads letters 
from those Conferences which have not been 
able to send a representative to the meeting. 
He also reads extracts from any other letters 
which may interest the Society. 

'50. The President then announces the 
measures taken by the Council of Direction 
for the good of the Society, and, if necessary^ 
solicits the advice of the meeting. - 
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The last part of the article is entirely optional, as the 
expression " if necessary" shows. In fact, general meet- 
ings having become very numerous, it would be difficult 
now to take their .opinions, in the large towns more es- 
pecially. 

51. The President, or any member of the 
Society invited by him, addresses the meet- 
ing in a few words of Christian and charita- 
ble exhortation. 

The address here referred to and which occurs, some- 
times at the commencement, sometimes at the close of the 
meetings, should be short, simple, and practical. It should 
not be either a theoretical discussion, since such matter is 
not the purpose of the Society ; or a sermon, since that 
would be misplaced in the mouth of a layman. But, if it 
is made so as to present the special wants of the Society, 
if it points out carefully the difficulties to avoid in 
this or that work, if it excites to zeal and to devotion, 
it may really contribute to the charitable life of the 
Conferences. 

The Society considers itself fortunate 
when persons eminent for their character, 
their virtue, and their knowledge, are good 
enough to be present upon the invitation of 
the President at the generalmeeting, and to 
close it with some edifying remarks. 

The general meetings are, as much as possible, held 
under the presidency of a bishop or parish priest, or of 
a clergyman remarkable for his piety and virtues. It is an 
honor and a happiness for. the disciples of St. Vincent, de 
Paul to be .able to relate their feeble labors to their 
fathers in the faith and their guides in Christian works; 
andi when, against their will,, they are deprived of such 
presence, their meetings lose the greatest part of their 
charm and of thieir interest.- 
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The rule is, and this rule justifies itself top well to need 
-having it insisted .upon, that the -places of honor at the 
-meeting belong, of right, to the. clergy, and ;that the lay 
-President does no more than \ direct the arrangement of 
the meeting. It is to their lordships the bishops, when 
they .are so good as to come among us, or to the priests, 
: whom they select as their .substitutes, that the^first places, 
above the lay Council, belong. , Thisi's a testimony, a very 
trifling, but a very legitimate one, which Christians owe 
to the ministers of Gpd, and: which should;neyer be for- 
gotten. (See the Circular of May 31st, 1846, .pages 291, 
<fcc., of the Manual.) 

52. Af ter the collection and usual pray- 
ers, the meeting closes. 



CHAPTER T. 

THE DIFFERENT MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY. 

53. -Besides its active members, the So- 
ciety has corresponding members, honorary 
members, and subscribers. 

Another category of members has, for many years past, 
been added to those stated injthe Jlule: this is : that of the 
Aspirant Members. These members are -chosen' among 
young men under eighteen years ;pf age ; sometimes they 
are joined to ordinary Conferences, .whose labors they 
take part in under the direction of the elder members; 
sometimes they are sufficiently : ,iiumerous to be, organized 
into Special Conferences, either, /in Catechism classes for 
adults ( Catechismes de perseverance), ; or in Christian Col- 
Jeges or Seminaries. This institution, whatever may be 
the mode adopted, is very valuable; besides that it gives 
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. useful auxiliaries to the Conferences, and provides for re- 
cruiting them among young people growing up, it trains 
the young to the spirit of charity and of zeal, and suggests 
to them the very natural desire of becoming active mem- 
bers of Conferences when they shall have arrived at the 
age to do so. The Brief of; January 10th, 184K, makes 
aspirant meiiibers participators in the Indulgences of the 
Society, and the Council-General has published a special 
instruction for the Conferences of Colleges and Institu- 
tions (See the BtiLLETjsr for May, 1853, page 182, and 
the folio wing pages:) 



.^ A member, changing his residence 
and going to a place where there is no Con- 
ference of Saint Yincent de Paul, does not 
thereby cease to belong to the Society ; he 
becomes a Corresponding Member he puts 
himself in co iumunication with the Confer- 
ence or Conferences of the town of his dio- 
cese nearest to his residence, and corresponds 
with the Secretary of the Council or of the 
Conference of that town. Should there be 
no Conference in his diocese, he corresponds 
with the Secretary-Greneral. 

The Circular of '-'November 1st, 1849, connnehts upon 
this article ais follows (pages 357 and 358 of the Manual)'. 

" It is time to turn this'article; hitherto i dead letter, so 
to speak; into actual pra'ctice.' But the great difficulty con- 
sists in drawing closely together t|ie relations between the 
corresponding members 'and the r Conferences, : and in giv- 
ing something to do to those members as well as to the Gon- 
feren<jes; in r o v rder to keep up the reiatioris when once they 
have been opened, 'Now, if every isolated member com- 
municated; as the Rule' points out, with the Conference of 
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his diocese (or, in countries where that organization ex- 
ists, with the Upper or the Central Council) ; if he were re- 
ceived in the capacity of corresponding member, if he sent 
his offering to it regularly, and received: in return the 
funds necessary for succoring in the name of the Confer- 
.ence, the poor of the locality where he is ; living; if he 
transmitted, at certain periods, a report upon the families 
upon their moral and material condition much advan- 
tage would result from it to all parties: in the first place, 
to-the corresponding members, who, in this organization, 
would recover the incentive of association, of which they 
were deprived, and in this way would escape from the 
isolation in which they were in regard to the Society; to 
the Conferences in the neighborhood, who would have the 
germ of a body of devoted members ready to dispose of, 
through the country, lottery, tickets and collection circu- 
lars, to circulate reports, almanacs, and good books; to 
the entire Society, which, by becoming better known, 
would spread itself more easily in a great number of small 
towns, of extensive hamlets, and even of villages ; in fine, 
to the poor in the country, who would receive some ad- 
ditional succor, and, what is more important, would ob- 
tain some more persons to serve them. 

" If this plan be not adopted, there is a more simple way 
of arriving at the same .end,, but a less perfect one,, as it 
seems to me. You have doubtless remarked, Sir and dear 
Brother, in the Brief of January 10th, 1845, a very strik- 
ing arrangement : the permissiqnacebrded to isolated mem- 
bers of gaining the Indulgences granted to , Conferences, 
upon the condition of accomplishing, so far as in their 
power, the ordinary works of the Society. Each one then 
is stimulated to devote himself to the task: the Common 
Father of the faithful invites us to it, urges us himself to 
it, and points out to us the way. Now, if every isolated 
member, during the leisure of the vacation, followed this 
valuable direction, how much good there would result for 
himself, and for the poor who were about him 1 Let us 
multiply, only by two poor people who had received as- 
sistance, the number of our brothers, who; every year, 
leave us to settle themselves in the country, or who spend 
there some months, even some weeks, and we shall be 
surprised at the blessed harvest which it will be given us 
to gather in." 
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He receives, every year, a report on the 
works of tlie Society, and maintains with it 
a communion both of prayers and good 
works, by doing whatever works of charity 
he can, and by advancing the interests of 
the Society whenever he has an oppor- 
tunity. ' '. 

"In a word, is it desired, Sir and dear Brother, that 
these works, isolated indeed, but which, if my appeal were 
heard j would not be without their importance, should 
propagate and last? One precaution, is necessary, namely, ; 
to maintain between the Society and the corresponding 
members, constant relations, such as Article 54 of the 
Bule points out. The B^letin of the Society, moreover, 
affords greater facilities for these relations now than at 
the commencement of our Conferences ; following each of 
us into his own home, it comes at certain and frequent 
periods to point out the progress of Conferences, to indi- 
cate to us the dangers to shun, the examples to follow, 
and thus it may contribute to connect with our charita- 
ble proceedings the members whom distance separates 
from us. 

"The hope of seeing these members become the most 
assiduous readers of it, has even been one of the motives 
to make us undertake this laborious work."* 

55. -Honorary Members do not assist at 
the ordinary meetings of the Conferences. 
They are invited, like the ordinary members, 
to all other meetings. They are to send ev- 
ery year a special contribution to the Treas- 
urer of the Council or Conference of their 
town. ;. ; , '.' ;,. . , '...' .' ','... , . ... 

* Pages 359 and 360 of the Manual. 
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As a general rule, the honorary members do not assist 
at the ordinary meetings of the Conferences; for there 
would then be cause to ask ourselves why they, taking 
part in the weekly meetings, should withdraw themselves 
from the labors of their brothers ; yet, whenever they de- 
sire to assist at the meetings, it has never been in the 
spirit of the Society to refuse them admission, since then 
there is room to hope that they will gain a taste for our 
works, and will wish to devote the'mselves to them. But, 
on the one hand, this cannot be the general rule, and, on 
the other, it is to be remarked that, whenever they are 
admitted to the ordinary meetings, they are not to have 
a deliberative voice. To act otherwise would often be to 
leave the decision of questions of grave interest to the 
Conferences, to persons who are not so versed in all their 
details, as to possess the spirit of them so well as the ac- 
tive members. 

But, if the presence of honorary members at the ordi- 
nary meetings of the Conferences be not the Rule, on the 
contrary, their being summoned, as well to the general 
meeting, as to the Masses and pious ceremonies of the 
Conferences, such as sermons, retreats, etc., is decidedly 
the rule. 

Differently from the active members, who bestow their 
donations upon their Conferences under the form of secret 
collections, honorary members are obliged, by force of 
circumstances, to transmit their offerings in the form of 
nxed subscriptions. The Rule does not state that their 
subscription should be the same for every one, nor do the 
Briefs of Indulgences bear this meaning. 

In a town where there is a Particular Council, the 
Rule decides that the offerings of the honorary members 
should be handed over to that Council. This is a mode of 
creating funds for it, and thence establishing among. the 
Conferences a sort of equality for the distribution of aid, 
notwithstanding the inequality of misery. 

The forms of admission are the same for 
ordinary and honorary members ; when sev- 
eral Conferences are established in a town, 
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honorary members are admitted by the Par- 
ticular Council. 

This point is of very great importance, and, unfortu- 
nately, it is very little observed : at one time honorary 
members are confounded with, subscribers, and no more is 
required of them, than an alms, more or less large, without 
any consideration being, given to their religious habits ; at 
another time, the denomination of" honorary " is given to 
active members who have been along time without com- 
ing to the Conference, and yet whose names there is some 
hesitation about erasing. Sometimes even ladies have 
been enrolled as . honorary members. All these customs 
arelcontrary to the Rule, and ought to be entirely laid 
aside j for.the honorary members are actually members of 
the Society, according to the terms of the Rule. When 
they wish to become active members, it is very difficult 
as a matter of fact, if not perhaps as a matter of right, to 
refuse it to them ; they assist at the feasts, at the Masses, 
at the general meetings of the Conferences; they are en- 
titled ; to very extensive Indulgences; whence the conse- 
quence is^ that, to be admitted, they ought to be within the 
conditions which the Society imposes on its active mem- 
bers; other wise there would be too groat a difference be- 
tween those two categories of members ; and, if the one 
were practical Christians, and the others persons who give 
little attention to things of a religious character, would 
there notbe reason to fear that, in the end, the spirit of the 
Conferences would grow cold, as aTesult of this very dis- 
similarity, and that, perhaps, the active members might 
wish to show too great deference towards the honorary 
members? 

Besides the honorary members, there is another cate- 
gory of members which .the Rule docs not mention, but 
which the Circular of May- Si .st^l.84 6 (Mfiiiual, pages 231 
and 292) informs us of under the name of members of 
honor (niembrfS (Thonnenr] : they are the clergy, who de- 
sire to honor the Qonferences.oby; the insertion of their 
names upon our roll, and whom it seems to be much more 
respectful to designate under the title of members of 
honor (membres dfhonnewr), than under that of honorary 
members. _.. 
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56. Every Conference may have, more- 
over, simple subscribers they are not memr 
bers of the Society, but are entitled, as bene- 
factors, to its prayers. 

This article diminishes the last objections which might 
remain against the decision of the preceding article upon 
the conditions required for honorary members ; for itJ 
points out the modes of making useful to the poor the 
generosity of those persons, men or women, who wish .to 
bestow their alms upon the Conferences, and who, either 
because they do not fulfill the religious conditions, or by 
reason of their sex, cannot, according to the Rule, be ad- 
mitted as honorary members. Subscribers, not being 
members of the Society, can be received from among per- 
sons of every religious opinion, and this latitude cannot 
lead toany inconveniencp. . 

Many Conferences turn to use, in a way which is very 
profitable to the poor, the zeal of lady benefactresses, 
either as collectors, or for the wardrobe, or the employ- 
ment of the poor, or for some works with which the Con- 
ferences cannot engage themselves . in a direct manner. 
Such zeal deserves to be imitated. 



CHAPTER "VI, 

THE FESTIVALS OF THE SOCIETY. 

57. -The Society celebrates the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Yirgin and the feast of St. Vincent dePaul, 
its patron. The Conferencea assist in a 
body at Mass, on the 8th of December and 
19th of July, and also on the anniversary of 
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the translation of the relics of St. Yincent 
-de, Paul* 

According to the Brief of January 10th, 1846, the festi- 
vals should be celebrated on the very day of the Immacu- 
late Conception of the Blessed Virgin, the 8th of Decem- 
ber, and on that of the Feast of St. Vincent de Paul, the 
19th of July. If the day were changed, the Indulgences 
could no longer be obtained. As actual difficulties! often 
arose, as to Conferences, and particularly those in the 
country, fulfilling these conditions, the result unhappily 
was that a great number of Conferences, were deprived of 
the Indulgences which the Common Father of the Faith- 
ful has dispensed to us with so great -liberality. To rem- 
edy this inconvenience, the Council-General has solicited 
of the Sovereign Pontiff a modification of the Brief of the 
10th of January, 1845, and the extension of these precious 
favors, which it has obtained by a third Brief, bearing 
date the 18th of March, 1853, is as follows: 

1st. The plenary indulgences, granted by the Brief of the 
10th of January> 1845, for the 8th of December, can be 
obtained at the Masses specially celebrated for. the Soci- 
ety, either on the very day of the Feast of the Immacu- 
late Conception, or on the day to which it is transferred 
in the diocese. 

- 2d. The Plenary Indulgence granted by the Brief of 
the 10th of January, 1845, for the Feast of St. Vincent de 
Paul, can be obtained either on the 19th of July, or dur- 
ing the seven days which follow it. 

3d. At Paris, the Indulgence for the Feast of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul can be obtained at the Masses of the Laza- 
'.rist Fathers, even if it be not celebrated for the Society. 

On these days the members pray for the 
prosperity of the Catholic Church, for the in- 
crease of charity among men, and to draw 
down the blessings of God on the work in 

* Which is the Second Sunday after Easter. 
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which, they are associated. Should any mem- 
ber be absent from the locality, or otherwise 
prevented from attendingj he assists in spirit, 
at least, with his brethren, and prays for them 
as they pray for him. 

The observance of the festiyals of the Society is one of 
the obligations with which we ought to ...be most deeply 
impressed. How, in fact,.can the members jof. Conferences 
hope to see their labors prosper, if., they do not be- 
ceech God to bless them, and what niore powerful means 
of obtaining this blessing is ther,e, than to ask it all in 
common, united by the same prayer, and the same faith, at 
the foot cf the same altars ? Besides, how is It possible to 
make up for the union of, hearts, which 4s the result of 
these pious practices and one of their most precious re- 
sults ? W ithout the festiyals of the Societyy.the ties, which 
mutually bind the Conferences together, would be very 
quickly loosened, and the material means, which have beea 
pointed out many times already, would soon become use- 
less for the want of spiritual means, those blessed by the 
Church. It is, therefore, of the very highest importance 
that every Conference, and that in every Conference every 
member, observe the four festivals of the Society as scru- 
pulously as is possible; for we are not afraid of asserting 
that a member, however zealous, however Christian-like 
ho may in other respects be, does not possess the true 
spirit of the Society, if he voluntarily neglects to observe 
its feasts, and that a Conference, which falls into this 
danger, sees in a short time the spirit of St. Tincent de 
Paul grow weaker, and become extinct within it. 

58. The day after the general meeting in 
Lent,* all the members of the Society assist 

* Which has been changer! to the first Sunday in Lent. 
See Brief of Pope Pius IX, September 13th, 1859. See, 
also, page 56, above. 
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in a body at tlie Requiem Mass, which, is 
offered in the town for the repose of the 
souls of the deceased members of the So- 
ciety. 

I The religious care of the dead is one of the conditions 
i of the existence of a lasting work, nnd, in Christianity, it ia 
- so rigorous a duty, 'that, to omit it. is in some sort /to fail 
in one of tKe principal obligations of the Christian life. 
Accordingly, the Rule has expressly recommended it; and, 
accordingly, the usage has since been established, over and 
above, of reciting, during the meeting of the Conference, 
the De Profundisfo? the members lately deceased, and of 
haying Mass celebrated for the repose of their souls. 
Some Conferences, not 'content with the aniversary of 
the first Monday in Lent, add to it that of the Commem- 
oration of the dead. The Brief of the 10th of January, 
1845, recompenses by a special Indulgence the act of 
assisting at Masses for the deceased members. 

OBSERVATION. 

59. ; None of the preceding rules impose 
an obligation of conscience, but the Society 
'relies for their fulfillment on the zeal of its 
members, and their love of God and their 
neighbors. 
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(Extracts from the JBiilletin'of the 1st of May, 1850;) 
Eor many years the really providential spread of the So- 
piety has, in the countries 'situated outside France, ren^ 
dered an institution necessary, which our first rules did not 
anticipate, namely, that of Councils plvarged- with the 
direction of the Conferences of "an entire country; and con- 
stituted as intermediate between, the Council-General, the 
centre of all the Society, and the Conferences separated 
fi'om it by . distance, language dnd local customs. ' : , 

This institution, self-Degbttea, so, to speal^, has become 
happily extended, and has contributed, by its'develop- 
ment, to the progress of our wprk in foreign- countries, 
where otherwise it would have .penetrated with difficulty, 
and where particularly it would have sustained itself with 
still greater difficulty. In their turn, 'England, "Ireland, 
Belgium, Holland, Ekenish 'Prussia, ,Silesiaj Mexico^ Can- 
ada, have seen such Councils. established within- their 
bosom ; .and, a3 a result of 'this brganizatibnj the Confer- 
ences of those different countrie^ have been formed with 
greater facility in a common, spirit; and have been multi- 
plied in a niore ra : pi4 manner. ' Experience was then con- 
clusive, and the moment' came for incorporating into 
our written rules a. collection pf regulations applicable to 
these Councils : these form [ai-rangements' which, 'Without 
infringing upon usages/already venerable in' Some portions 
of the Society, and confirme4 : naore6ver'by r 'the Council- 
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General, without being even a code, invariable and abso- 
lute for the future, yet may serve as a guide and as amodei 
for Councils as they are successively formed. ; 

With this idea the Council-General has drawn up a 
series of articles in addition to the Rule ; but, before adopt- 
ing them in a definitive manner, it desired to receive in- 
formation from the good ad vice of the Councils of Europe, 
.that is to say, of those which time and distance allowed it 
;tp consult. This advice did not fail the Council-General, 
to whom it had been most valuable ; it has most certainly 
contributed to improve so important a Rule. i i 

The regulations, which we are about to explain briefly, 
and the text of which we give further on, form a summary 
of the local usages, and of the chapters of the General 
Rule relative to Particular Councils and to the Council- 
General itself. These Councils are, in fact, intermediate 
between the Particular Council of a town, charged with 
the interests of Conferences of a city, and the Council- 
General, charged with the direction of all the Conferences. 
Their functions, aa their nature, ou<*ht then to possess 
something mutual, and this idea has been uppermost in 
the preparation of the rules respecting them. 

At the very commencement, a primary question arose, 
as to the name to be given to these Councils. Should 
they be designated in the Rule, under the title of Provin- 
cial Councils, as the two Briefs of the 10th of January, 
and 12th of August, 1845, had done? Powerful reasons 
weighed in favor of this expression, one already old among 
us, and accepted by most of the Councils ; but the appre- 
hension, which was manifested, that in many countries it 
would awaken national susceptibilities dangerous to the 
Society, has induced us to adopt a new-denomination;- 
that of Upper Councils. 

The circumscription of the Upper Councils, and the lo- 
cation of their seat, are points which the first Article of 
this Rulo hands over to the Council-General, by virtue of 
the delegation which it makes to them of a part of its 
own rights. It is the practice, converted purely and sim- 
ply into a written rule. 

The 3d Article treats of an important question, that of 
the constitution itself of the Upper Council. After having 
well considered it, and weighed the different opinions ex- 
pressed, it has been judged preferable to summon all the 
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Conferences (whom the Upper Council. is. to unite) jfco co- 
operate in its formation, in order thereby iq make its 
authority greater. This co-operation may take place, 
either. by means of delegates,, chosen in equal nuipbers by 
each Conference, or by:means of c^rriespondedceV accord- 
ing to local circumstances; and^. finally, ?t is; sufficient for 
the validity of the constitution of the Council^ that all the 
Conferences. should be summoned to take; part in it: It is 
not necessary that they should actually have * dope so, if 
they neglect to reply to the Convocation. ' ! To establish^ 
greater order, the election shouldlbe directed By the Par- 
ticular Council- established in the town where the Upper - 
Council is to have its seat, or by the Conference of that 
town, if a Particular Council is not" as yet in existence. ; 
The 4thi Article reproduces for the nomination of the 
President of the Upper Couhcil.a mode wbich.is analogous 
to that adopted for the nomination .of the' Presiderit- 
General, and which experieriue has shown the advantages 
of. But the delay of two months is reduced to one month, 
as the circumscription is less extended. 

The 8th Article anticipates the case when there are in 
the same town an Upper Council and a Particular Coun- 
cil. In such a case it is decide'd that the presidentship of 
the Particular Council belongs of irighttq the President of 
the Upper Council; Taut the Jatter may delegate it if he 
believes it necessary. This point hasbeen already settled 
by the General Rule as' tb Paris, where both the Codncil- 
General and the Particular Council of the town assemble, 
and it has been sanctioned by fifteen years' experience. It 
has, then, appeared to be useful to extend it here to the 
cases in which multiplicity of affairs, or any other reason, 
would prevent, as in many t6\ras, the functions of the 
Particular Council being intrusted to. the Upper Council. 
The I Oth Article affii-msihe : unvarying judicial powers 
of the Council General, relative t6 the admission l of Con- 
ferences into our. Society. It is for : the Council General 
to pronounce upon their agg^egajbion, having, howeverj 
taken the advice of the Upper Coijincils. . ; 

This mode, while preserving the cbmmbn spirit,--^the 
unity which is indispensable, associates the Local Coun- 
cils in the development of our charitable family ; it pro- 
vides against the diversity of regulations it consolidates 
our little, our wholly fraternal plan of goyermaettt, while 



. UPPER COUNCILS. 147 

preventing the , admission, /without cause shown, of new 
Conferences which 'come to ask the rights of fellowship 
among us. ; 

These happy .relations of fraternity, and of union are 
still more vcloaely cemented ;by the 12th Article, which, by 
summoning; t lie i Presidents of Upper Councils into the 
bosom of the Council-General, by giving- them the right 
to take their places there, when they are at Paris, by sug- 
.gesting.that yfheu they ere absent, their advice upon grave 
questions^ by means of written communications, be jtaken, 
assures thus to the whole Society the concurrence of jtheir 
inteliigence, their .devotion, .and of their charity. The 
'first 'trial, which has been made of it in .anticipation in 
the drawing up of the present Rule, has already sufficient- 
ly proved it in the eyes of the Council-General. 
! . Let us conclude by two observations : " 

1st. The articles, which are about to be perused, form 
henceforth part of the General Rule; they have been in T 
Bertediri.it; but it has appeared preferable not to blend 
them into the body pf the Rule itself, and not to derange 
the order, now an old one, of the articles; to touch it, 
would have Tieen to introduce disagreeable confusion, and 
to alter.ln some degree, a record venerated in our Society, 
since it is almost contemporaneous with its foundation. 
Moreover, the authority of these new arrangements will 
not, on this account, be less in the eyes of our Conferences 
;and of all our brothers; 

2d. The present Rule is applicable to Councils now ex- 
isting abroad, whose mission it is to direct the Confer- 
ences belonging t6 distinct nations. But it is not, and it" 
has not been, an obstacle to the formation of Councils of 
a more limited circumscription, which have become, and 
are daily becoming, more necessary for binding closely tor 
gether among themselves the Conferences which are situ- 
ated near one another. Far from it ; it is for such Confer-' 
ences a ^ model and a basis for prganizatibn, ; ' 

The following, then, is the text of this Rule, adopted, 
by the CouncilGeneral at its meeting of the 1st of April,' 
I860.:;. ' '.' .':'-'- / -,;;' : ."' ; ' ; .;.-."".' '.-..-.. .- 

Art. 1. When tlie Conferences of a more- 
extensive circumscription than that of a Par 
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ticular Council, desire to be united by a 
Council, an tfpper Council niaj^ be 1 cofnstitut- 
ed f or tliis piirppsej cbmdtii^^W%EL6%^&s 
of the Brief of our Holy Fatter, 1 P6^6 Greg- 
ory XYI, dated -'-'jianTia^"'^!^ l<)iii^--l&45. 
This Council is named after liie^ircumserip- 
tion for which it is established^ andiwhieliiis 
determined by the Couhcil^General^fits^Be^ 
is fixed by the Councn-G^eneraly ?& xv;/j^i-;3 

This Council, within its cirGtimscrijption, 
is the representative of the (srerieral Couneil, 
which forms the centre o the whole Brother- 
hood, and it governs all the Councils^ and 
Conferences i already establishedy or which 
may be estabHshed therel- >Its ; object is r to 
preserve the unity and^spiritof-^the Brother- 
hood there ; it forms 'the niatural and usual 
link of correspondence^between 1 the Councils 
and Conf ererices with the General Council. 

2. The TJppei* ^ CouriciFconsists of aKt^si- 
dent, of cine i or more- Yice^]fesidents^ of 11 a 
Secretary," 'a Treasurerj one or "several 7 Viee- 
Secretariesj a Vice-Treasurer^ atid of several 



3. ^W"iien the s Kesidejiifc is tb'be named fbr 
the first .tiine, ;all;i^e :C^e^n^ ^)f th^ cir- 

invite^ so. 
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The ^lection shall take place under the 

'-'-.*' v -'.-,.. ' .' :"- : . \\ .. , .. .-..->..' ' ' .' ,,.'**. . ,' .' . ' . . ' 

superintendence; Qf . -fthe Conference or Coun- 
^be^nging ^P the tpwn^vherein the Upper 
Council is ito be established, > 
tf f:4^7^V^heri & new^ Presideiit is to be named, 
the: f^iee-Presidenfe ; assembles the Council. 
^Ebis!prepa^6ry sitting is dieyoted to delib- 
eration as to ^lio may be an .eligible person 
rfoJ^jMsi; ofliee^; Jf the ;former president be 
still calit^; he is inyited to designate the per- 
lie would .deem it of advantage to 



. 

; .; _{Wlien the members have come to an under- 

standing upon one ; or several names, the meet* 

:;ing adjourns for a month : during the interval 

Vthe proceedjaigs of this preparatory meeting 

are made : known to the Presidents of the 

Particular Councils, who consult their col- 

.leagues, and. :tp;fc]ie Presidents of tlie.Confer- 

r. ^ces, ; wjiQ ; consu]Lt ^^ their respective Councils, 

, ,or even ^the : Cp|if ^erences over which they pre- 

,jBide,; all th Prjesi^ents ijransmit.; their opin- 

ions to the Council, and, according, to v these 

opinions, the Council makes the election ; an 

^ A .';..* ' - ,' ' ' - -'' ' . *'"*"'- " ? '^*- <' "i :* i'- ' ' '; ' '* .' .- '' 

,. e^Kict minute of wliicH is^recoVd^ 

.While the, ejec$ion .is ^^ pending, all ibhe mem- 
bers of the circumscription address, either in 
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private or at the meetings, a- special prayer 
to God, such, as the W&rvi Cfeator+xn. voider 
that His Spirit may 'guide them throughout 
tlie intended elections ; t ; ; O 

5,-^-The members of the Wpper Council 
are named, as well as those of tlie Board> by 
the President, with the advice of the' Council. ' 

6. The President presides over fHe tipper 
Council, and over the general itrieiBtingsl of 
the Conferences of the town 1 where it is es- 
tablished. He convenes extrabrdinarjr meet- 
ings. In case of absence, his place is sup- 
plied by the Yice-President, or even, if neces- 
sary, by any other member of the Council. 

7. The Secretary keeps an account of the 
names, Christian names, professions, resi- 
dences, and dates of reception of the dtiffererit 
members of the Conferences belonging to the 
town where the tipper Council holds its' sit- 
tings. He also notes down tli^e persons wKo 
form the Boards of the Councils, or of tHe 
Conferences of the Circumscription^ as well 
as the placet wner 3, and. dajrs 1 aiid hours when, 
they hold their sittings." v ; 

He draws up the minutes of the sittings 
held by the Council said, general meetmgs ; 
prepares the annual repdrt iipon the works 
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of the Conferences bf the circumscription, 
aiid transmits it to tlie General Gouncil. He 
is mfausted, under the superintendence of the 
President, with the general correspondence 
that is kept up with the Presidents and Sec- 
retaries of the Councils and Conferences, as 
well as with ; the General Council. He has 
the custody of |;he records of the Society in 
that circumscription. 

' ''*''"' -u5i'-' "*' V "'i.-l''' ' ' : ' ''' '----"-" -") ' T ' ' 

L ,'Ihe Treasurer has the care of the funds. 
He keeps.an exact accpunt of the receipts and 
expenditure ; he submits his accounts to the 
jOouncil. 

r 8,-^In case the Tipper Council does not 
fulfill, for the local Conferences,, the office of 
a Particular Council, the presidency of the 
latter devolves Jby right on the JPresiclent of 
the Upper Council, who names the Presidents 
and. Vice-presidents of the Conferences and 
Special /^orks, as also the Board of the Par- 
ticular Council. , 

, In cas ; e 61 any impediment, his presidency 
over the Particular Council is supplied by a 

.ij.'O'. >'.-: ^:.^.JQ--.- ...'.';-: c>V .'... .' . ...--;. -=' .-' ..'*,.*'.'.,. ..:. .-''.-- 

member of the Tipper poTincil, whom he dele- 
jgates/ for that. purpose. 

O.^The funds of the Council are main- 
tained by extraordinary donations made to 



,152 REGULATIONS FOR THE 

the Society, by collections at the General 
Meetings of the town in which it is established, 
and by the contrijbiitiQns w^ich are; annually 
sent by each;Cqnference n or by ^ch Council 
of the circumscription, towards, the general 

- . . -,.;.. ../ ---* '.-'. - ; '.- s.- ,;-.. --> v -> . J '.V'-A.,J O- - ,'--.- ; 

expenses.,. , .,.,.,.; ...,, "'., .....^ ..,-.. --, .;. ,; .,'/ 

10. When a ^<>nf erence; ,;;or iiPartic.ular 
Council is:about to J)e;;f orinedi in/itihe cirjtmm- 
scription, the tipper ' Opuncil ^^ examijielrhow 
far it may be proper .tpypropose ; its^ggregar 
tion to the General Council. This aggrega- 
tion can never take place but with the pre- 
vious advice of the Upper Council. 

It likewise refers to the General Council, 
when it is deemed necessary to dissolve any 
particular Conference or Council. In a case 
of urgency, it may temporarily suspend the 
sittings, and refer the matter to the General 
Council. 

11. The Upper Council governs all the 
practical details of the Conferences in the 
circumscription, either through the medium| 
of correspondence or of circulars from the 
President, and watches over the observance 
of the Rules, reserving, however, to the 
General Council weighty questions, and such 
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as may concern the welfare of the Society at 
large. 

12. The Presidents of the Upper Councils, 
When present in Pans, attend at and take 
part in the sittings of the G-eneral Council, of 
which they are members, so long as they con- 
tinue to nit the same office. '''' 

The Greneral Council may ask for their 
opinion in writuig upon such matters as in- 
terest the whole Brotherhood* 
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ABSENT members should not go to the Treasurer for relief 
tickets, 101. 

ACCOUNTS of Treasurers should be verified yearly, 92, 120. 

.ACTIVE members, 8, 33, 134. 

ADDRESS' of welcome to new members, 98. 

ADMISSION of Candidates \ none should be presented for admis- 

; sion into the Society except such as are worthy of the confi- 
dence and affection of our brothers, 16, 34, 95 ; how they are 
to be announced, 23, 95. 

ADOPTION of families for relief, before the, every member is at 
liberty to make remarks, 25, 104. 

ADVICE to be given to members in difficult cases when asked, 
25, ioo. 

AGGREGATION ; how to be solicited, 78, 152 ; necessary for partic- 
' ipatibn in the Indulgences, 78 ; powers of Upper or Superior 
Councils as to, 146, 132. 

AIM of the Society, 75, 103. 

ALLOCATION of the common fund, how maintained ; the use made 
thereof decided by the Particular Council, 27, 115. 

ALL the Conferences of the Society are united by the Council- 
General, 20, 79.. 

> ALMS, we must not be ashamed of tne smaflness of our, 19. 

ANNUAL Exercises or Spiritual Retreat, see the Brief of Pope 
Pius the Ninth, September isth, 1859 V- 56, 65. 

ANNUAL elections, not approved by the Council-General, 86. 

APPOINTMENT of the Officers of a Conference, how made, ax, 28,, 
85,86,87. 118. 

ARCHIVES, the, of the Society are kept by the Secretary-Generalv 
127. 

ARREAR, never fall into arrear with the Purveyors, qi, 99. 

ASPIRANT members, 134, 

ASSESSMENTS, members not to be assessed, 109. 

ASYLUMS, members to aid the sick and infirm to obtain admission 
into,. 19, 

BALLS for Conferences, there should be none, in. 

[155] 
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BEFORE undertaking any good work obtain assent from the local 
Pastors, 14. .-.-.. ..., -:-. .:..:... .:' ..-.'.j-.-.-.-tZ >.:: :.z v;-. . 

BENEFACTORS, ss, 57, 66, 67. .;,.;;;;;:.:-':.:. .-....--:. 

BENEFACTRESSES, ladies may be,;. 74. ^ ; -..--. : -.:'. :-.-..-. 

BOARD of Particular Council, members of, need not be attached 
to any Conference, 114. : r _:--._i; i ;i. '.-'., ; ->. ...::, 

BOOKS, distribution of good. books; recommended ji 8^92.-; ^- -.-:-:-... 

BOUNDARIES of Councils determinedly ;the ,GounciM5-erieral;: 113, 
121,145,148. . ..::.;:: ::-..: : :.- "./.: ',:.-.. ..-i..-:";,..., 

BREAD, not in bread alone doth man live, but in evety- word^that* 

proceedeth from the mouth of God, :fj--; ; :v jv. ;:-, .-' :;:...: 
BRiEFS;of Pope Gregory XVI, 52^55; and of Pope':PiusIXi 55, 



. .. 

BROTHER r counsel to be given to a falling or fallen, 12. : .^ ..c 

BROTHERLY love, it is the spirit of, which will insure our Society 
of Charity becoming beneficial.toits members, And; edifying 
to others, ii. , ;: ; : , -..';,-: r^h.-^ .. ..5 

BULLETIN; the Monthly Bulletin strongly recommended to be 
read : it points out theprogresspf. Conferences, and indicates 
the dangers to shun, and .the examples to follo.w, 83, 108, ;*yj. 

BURIAL, of the pppr, 54, 102. . , ..... / . :; v; :; - .- 

CANDIDATES for admission r introduce, none unless they will edi- 

' ry, 24, 95, 97 ; . .-...;" .. : , .;i.: : ::.;..V'; ;::.<-:.: :.-/:. -^ -..) .:..:: .-.-: . . 
CENTRAL Councils, 78, 79, 82, 89, iz8, 129,- 136. ...... ;.;.,.. ...... 

CENTRAL Fund, 122.. .... .... : - -,, '.-. - : .. ;; ::: . .--,-. : . :: .-;. '.: 

CERTIFICATES of membership n.^t permitted, ;98. , ; >... : , : . 
CHARITY ; tip work, of, foreign to the Society,-,2pj 76^77. ;A'* 
' should be suited to the special, character. o/'.-tAf l ySociet^1 77 : & 

dispensed^ without regard to party or. -sect, butgopd (Chris- 

tians entitled' to special interest, 15. : : ; :: , ,;;::>-;; ,..v.;: ::;... 
CHILDREN, instruction to be given to poor, unprotected or impris- 

oned children, 20, 76. 

CHpiCE-of newmemberSj is of the.utmost importance^ 17- ' ~ 
C HRISTIAN prudence, 9. -: ; ;> i '---) 

CHRISTIAN intimacy recommended^ 8i;~")0 :: -:;'i ;:/.: -. / -:-,:-rb r :sC; 
CIRCULARS of the Council-Geneiral, should be read, at lestst tonce 

a year, 94, io8. . .::;: ;^' : ??.-: : !'':. >v.7 -is -.,-.> .-." 

CIRCUMSCRIPTION of/theiETppeTiOr Superior Councils j t^H^' - 
CLERGY ; presJde.av tne General:MeetingSj C :i33-> are members 'oif 

honor (members d'honneur), 139 ;ycan;; also- be'tibme active 



CLOTHING for the poor, 23, 92 ; grafts 
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COLLECTIONS at the meetings to be made in secret, 26, 108, 109 ; 

collections at the General Meetings, 27, 117, 152. 
COLLEGES, Conferences of, 135. ; 

COMMITTEE of Inquiry, or Visiting Committee, of Conferences re- 

commended, 101. . ; : ' :, . .::.'. 

COMMON Fund, 27, 115. 

CONFERENCES; intended for men only, 73; aim of, is zeal for the 
. salvation of souls, 75 ;: take the name of the 'Parish, 20, 79; 

meetings of, 21, So ; should endeavor to carry on a corres- 
. . pondence, zx, 81,. 82 ,; officers of, how appointed, 21, 28, 185, 86, 

118; by whom represented in Particular Councils, 28, 126; how 

poor Conferences are assisted, by Particular Councils, 27, 116 ; 

and by the Council-General, 123; organization of, -2,1, 84; 

should .not have too many members ; when the number in a 

Conference exceeds 60 or-8o, it is better to form new Confer- 
ences^ 112, 113 ; of colleges and institutions, 135 ; dissolution 

or suspension of, 153. 



CONTRIBUTIONS to Councils, 27, 115, 322, 151. 

CORRESPONDING Members, 33,. 134, 135. 

COUNCILLORS of the Council-General; and Upper- or Superior 
Councils, 29, 121, 148. 

COUNCIL" of a ; C6hfefence,2ii 84 ; duties of, 85. 

COUNCIL of a Particular Council, 27, 118 ; duties of, 118. 

COUNCIL of Direction, or Particular Council, 22, 27, 32, iti, 132. 

COUNCIL-GENERAL, 29, 121 ; how composed, 121 ; functions 'b'^'ag, 

121, 122 ; funds of, 122; members of, 29,121;- President Of, 29, 

i2S,-i26; Secretary-General, 30,' 126 ; Treasurer-iGeneral, 31, 

127 ; Presidents b'f " Upper or Superior Councils are members 

"bf; 153 ;-toayisk for their oplhibh in writing, 153. "' 

COUNCILS, Superior or Upper. See letter S. ' 7 

s, Particular; - Seeletter P; 



DEATH of the poor visited should be announced to the Confer- 
ence, 102. - - -.. '=.'".-j----;-\ i- ; .-' : -- : 

DEBT, dangerous for a Conference to go into,"gitj 99. '- >; ; - ' 
Dgc:EASBD:membersi;Massfor,35, 142. ^^ .- ;--. 

DECEASED poor, Mass for, 102. 

DEFERENCE, utmostitosbepaid to thelGounciis of the : S6cie'ty, 14. 
DEPARTyRE_from the Rules ;jhow to lead back to abservance of 



DB PROFUNDIS, 48, 49 ; to be said for the deceased poor, 102 ; and 
for deceased members, 143. : - ;;-.-.. . . .*. 
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DETAILED information of the poor to be given,; s 
DIFFERENT members of the '-Society ,.35, 134, 140; : : 
DISCRETION should accompany zeal^iT;..,- .'-:' V --' 
DISCUSSION, too much, to be discouraged, 78, 107. l 

DISSOLUTION or suspension of Gburicils ; or Conferences, 121,152. 
DIVINE Model, our. was meek and humble of heart, xi. 
DOCILITY, follow with, the directions of 'our- Ecclesiastical Supe- 
riors, 14. ...'-.-.-.. '. .':...;.." ;o ...'.. ;:,: /.. : ': ^ _,:.:' 
DONATIONS, if sent to Councils and Conferences constantly, In- r 
. dulgences-may beigained'V SeeiBfief of Pope Gregory X VI, f 
August izth, 1845 ; 55,66 ; in Paris the. Conferences allot the 
tenth of their funds, 117. 

DRUNKARDS, and persons of dissipated habits, as to;visiting such, 
/ 105. --... .-,,..-. . ,-,:..^;..-:-,Y^'- : ^ y-s-.^ . s :.T .,. . 
DUTIES of a President of a Conference, as, 88, 89;, of a Secretary, 
22,89; of a Treasurer, 22, 90, 91 ; of a ^ Librarian, 22, 93 ; of 
a Keeper of a ^^ Wardrobe j 33, 93. 

ECCLESIASTICS, to be received in Conferences -with the -utmost 

gratitude, 88. Se&j also, Clergy. ./.:>..-.'.. :. ; ' i'. 
EDIFY v only those who will, 1 should be introduced into the Socie- 

ELECTIONS, annual, 'not approved by the Council-General, 86. 
ENVY to be-'avoided, 13. : .'- : -'- -'' - --:- : : : ''' .-~ : -': ? -'-" -,'_-. ~ . 
EVIL, shun the appearance of, 16 ;, evil report of ; a brother to bO;. 

'received -with* sorrow^xa. : - ' - - l .>" < Ji;i ' ; " ; ''''' < '-. ' ..'-.] - -.-- 
EXPLANATOKY Notes, 73 ; reasons for publishing them, 71. '-./,. ! 

FAMILIES, more than can be visited in a Christian manner, should 
not 1>e adopted;; i6S. r ^'-^M ';c?. r, ;:.;;./ *--.:\ ,-^^,,i. :-.-.-" .,;.:,. ..;/.-- 

FEMALES, any work relating to, not to be undertaken^ 77;; young: 

women not to be visited, 105. 

FEKvoR^alJ'iStnotholy, 17. ';" " i'-'v' .-.':? -!? ..&*;'*''..:-'"?-'?' "':?.>.!'."/ ...".. 
FESTIVALS of the Society; 34, 35; 140^ i4a. They are is follows: 
'' -T.-Ther^Eestiyal" off'the 1 - 'ImmaculateS ? Gon^eptib'n 7 bf' the-' 
Blessed Virgin, ; or the Sunday within ' the' :Octav^ 34, ; 

s. The Festival of SL Vincent De Paul, and the seven days 
''-. immediately;<f6H(Jw^uig: J once- only during the space of 

eight days, 34, 55,. 141; - ~t^ -~i ^* : - - : - -->- 



4. The first Sunday in Lent, .33, 53r *4*r- i 
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"The observance of the Festivals of the Society, is one of the 

'obligations with which we/ ought to be most deeply im- 

pressed," 142; Indulgences to be gained by the observance, 

: S3,63: . ,:.-/: ,.,; ,;:-^.:;y:. ;.-;-::,--:,':,:;-:. ( - \.v - 

FRIENDSHIP, .the Society, of SU , Vincent: Pe. Paul one already ' 

made, 82.; ::;" ; >: ..;.; ... ,-, .; :,.. .;...- .-/.-.'.!.;.- .':.' ' " ' 
jFuNps;,'manneripf;procuring::r of-Gonferences, 26, :xjo, : in ; of 
* ' Particular Councils, or Councils of Direction, 27, 115, 116 ; of 
' - Council-General, 29, 122 ;s'pf.t7pper or Superior Councils, 151. 
; FUNERALS, .members are appointed to attend those, of thfe poor 

' 



GENEVA!. Meetings, giviaS,' 129, 130. They are held on: .V 

i. The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
. ( * :;> - ;.v\?irgin, : or on the Sunday within the Octave; .31, 56, 1310 ; 
'.-.: : : .B,'.The i FestivaL<)f St.: Vincent Pe Paul, and the seven days 
immediately following ; once only during the space of. 
eight days, 31, ss, 130; 

?:-:. . ? 3- crhe:second;Sunday. after Easter, 31, 53^ 1305 : : 

4. The first Sunday in Lent, 31,53, 130. ; 

General Meetings should be held by Isolated Conferences, 
xz8, 129 ; two or more neighboring 1 Conferences jnay unite in '. 
holding them, 139 ; they may be attended by honorary mem- 
bers, and benefactors, but not by women, 129 ^Indulgences 
.,,-;. ^tp be gained by attending,. 53, 63. :.., : ; . : 
.GENTLENESS, without, zeal for the salvation of souls, is a ship 

| Without Sails, II.. :.M-; - ;:,?, -?:,i ^ -.-. '. : '. -, - --.: : 

' GIFTS hi kind, by members, have been permitted to be made to 

some cdun^ ConferenceSj 109. ; r t : . - 
GOSPELS, the Holy, are used -for pious reading at the meetings of 



HONORARY Members, 33, 34, 134, 137- admission of, 138 ; they do 
not attend thConference:meetingSj 137 ; but do attend the" 
j , General -Meetings, Masses, Retreats, &c^37i 139; they send 
.5 annuallyait offering rta^the Council oi; : Conference of their" 
town, 137; where a Particular Council exists it should be,. 
r;v..:,;sftnt,.to. the Cp.uncUii38; ; : , : ; ; ^.-' : :--^"-'-:^ : ' '-'. "~ ' ' ' 

HONOR, the places of; at thevGeneral Meetings, belong: by right to 
r: the Clergy,. 133. '" ": ' :; : -y.- . :: ;.', -.-,-.tr. ;:.':- ' ' : ' ' 
HUMILITY and v meeknes9,-c)ur patron, St. Vincent Pe Paul, prized 
nothing so highly, 11. .'^^ .=;:-. .-5--.:- >; ; --'- : "" "~" ' '"' '' 



HUNDREDTH .part, the, of the. receipts .pjF.spme. of flag .Conferences 
are given to maintain the fund of the Council-General, 123. 
HYMN, the,sV.eni ; Cy^oriSpintusi, 46^.47,^ j-i.^oV^ :.;)>-,.. ^ ; : ; 



ILL, if any. member of a Conference become Ul,,his,i)rthren 

visit him, &C., 12, ::; ... .-. .-.- -.--.d .: :..:;:;: .v-, ..!;.- .:..::.-,:.." 

INDULGENCES : Conferences, participate; in,, upon, aggregation's 
.Plenary, may be gained by. .jeach mumper ,pa; jday of . admis- 
sion, 99 ; at the four Festivals and the four General, Meetings 
,of the .Spcietyi 53, 3, *9 ; rbysCorrespQndingimembers, 136 ; 
women may participate .in, 74 .; also c .s.ee : thei,Briefis; .-of ^the 
Roman Ppntiffs, 52 to 57 ;, explained, 5? ; conditions requisite 
for gaining, 61 ; Indulgences granted to members of , the Sp- 
. piety, 62 ; to the. .jbenefec.tors. of the .Spcie.tyi6 ; vtOrthe..poor 
under the pare of the;Society t <?7;;>tQjtlie;faitliers and; moth- 
ers of imembers.of the-5pclety,:68, :; ,-;;. .,,;; ;,;;;; -jt ,^ ^ 4- :;" 

INFORMATION to be given on families visited, 24, 100, jtoo. :,- 

INSTITUTIONS, Conferences of, 135. ...... y ; ;;; ,-.,e^>.;'x ; ;/;. > : 

INSTRUCTING poor children,. 7 ; .alspjthe pop 

iNTROpycTioN to Rules, 5 ; and Explanatory JST 

INTIMACY, Christian v recommended, Si, . , : 

INVESTMKJT, temporary, of. funds, 3^,1.-. ^.;.-ii' 



ISOLATED Members, 135, 136. 

KEEPER of the Wardrobe, duties of, 23, go. 

LADJES. , See letter W>. .i.-;..^-; .v. ;-M l^:,-'.':-',:z .-^i /i.rc v' ; ---- ":' 
LAYMEN, Presidentship of Conferences conferred upon^ 88; 
LEISURE, Presidents. should have, Sj. r. > e 'i^':.'i: ^.^% |.- v. ..-/ ;:>..,'.;;;-.. 
LETTER .from Archbishop Hughes,., 4;^,.; o .-,. .- / " -^u ! / , ;. : 
LETTERS of introduction can be obtained from Presidents, 98. 
LIBRARIAN, duties of, 22, 92^; -,/ 1 ..r-v :!...:;.-..: ;;:.oi .a .::-..; ;,-:--. =: : .-~..' ;- ; 
LIBRARY, important^tp have one for.thepodr, ;'-ga; ;i : L : .-:.: 
LjTTL,E.Lectures,orshortreadmgs,J92.-l ,: :ii: si;.;:.^ ;::,x' t a\ ,*;> 
LOTTERIES, there should be none where cupidity is stimulated, 

III.- ' . . .': j; '\--i^V-:L-..>, '.J/: \- -;5iVi;V'-4.v') 

LOVE of our neighbor, 10. 

. ; : i v;-'.-i.j':.' ; ' -'::' :~ .:.'.""; 

MANUAL of the JSociefy, frequeht perusal of it recommended, ^18. 
MASS, the -Holy Sacrifice* o'f ^ ! the,- oflfe're'd ; up for deceased inem- ' 
bers, 35, 142 ; also for the poor, ioa. -,.>-,..; 
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MEEKNESS and humility teach us to be kind and obliging, one to 



. 

MEETINGS of Conferences: and Gouncils; -members attending 

three out of the four meetings held during the month, can 

gain a Plenary Indulgence 5 see Brief of P6pe : Greg6ry the 

Sixteenth, January 10, 1845552; Conferences meet upon 'such 

: days i as they may appoint, So should meet weekly^ 86 ; and 

Councils of Conferences frequently , 85 ; General Meetings, 

31, i28Via9rS30. "-- : ~- : -' ' '- :-*--:'-' '--'-' : --'- i ''' '-.'- - - 

MEMBERS': who may-be, 20, 73 ; must be .Christians, 74' "not ex- 

pedient^to admit persons who are not above want, 75- ad- 

.- mission of, how to be announced, 23^-95 ; new candidates, 

-- 95 ;- may" obtain Plenary Indulgence on day of admission, 99 ; 

members receiving money must take special care to watch 

avefcthe-useinadeithereof, 25, -104; leaving place where Con- 

ference is, to give notice to-Presidenti 26, 106 ; do not cease 

to be members, 33, 135:; to report bn ; state of their pbor^ 167 ; 

the different members of the Society, 33, 134 ; deceased, Re- 

quiem Mass for^ 35, 4* ; of Upper or Superior Councils, 148 ; 

members;' whb live where there 3s -no" Goriference, : can gain 

the Indulgence, 136; new members rise -at ; the General 

Meetings while being addressed by the President," 32 j 131; 

MINUTES of the Conference to contain all. that occurs of impor- 

- tance, 94. ' : .:- : .'.;- -.<;-''-- -''- '-"^ 

MONEY, the grants of, the exception; not the rule,xo4. See RelieC 

NAME of a Conference, how to be given, 20, 79. 

No family can be admitted on the Relief Roll without a pre- 
vious statement.of its wants, 25, 104. : 

NOMINATION of Presidents, andtVice-Presidents of Conferences, 
connected by a Particular Council, belongs to the President 
of that;Quneili 85, 118. ; ; ;:= ---.- .> 1 

NOT in bread alone doth man live, &c., 7^ , ,-- ,. - . ,-. .--.. .-. .-.: 

No work of charity should be.regatded as foreign to the-Societyv 
20,76; this expression is subject, however, to, the qualifica- 
tipft that ;the proposed cw,ork *s&oitld:testiited3&iAt: special 
character of the Society" 77. - 



OBJECT of the Society, 7. 

OBSEayANCB,.of^th.e m R,ules watched oyet. by Particular;; Councils, 
.i?.| VtyjTppet or Superior Councils, 152; and by the Council- 
General, 121.' "" J " . . ,., s .. . ,-.., : -^ iA . v . vi 

... 
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OFFERINGS of the Conferences in Paris to the Particular Council 

are ten per cent., 117; offerings, of an isolated member can 

be sent to the Council or Conference of his diocese nearest 

.to his residence, 135, 136 ; offerings .of honorary members. 

. SeeLetterH. . ....'............ -. ;.: ,' : .. ,:. -, . -;;-./' 

OFFICERS, not to be multiplied beyond necessity, 115 ; officers of 
. a Conference, 2i, 84;; and how appointed,, 2i,'85. 
' ORDER of the meetings, 23, 93. : . V < 

ORGANIZATION of the Society, 79. 
OUR Divine Model was meek and humble, rx. . :-.-...;, 

PANEGYRIC or Praise, ..there shpuld.be none in the reports of the 
Society, 132. . r 

PARTICVLAR Councils or Councils of Direction, 20, 27, ITS; com- 
position, 27, 114; functions of,, 27, 115.; funds* ; of, 27, 115; 
Council of,. 27,. 118: nomination of Officers, 28, ii8;: duties of 
President, 28, 119 ; duties of Secretary, 28, 120; of Treasurer, 
28, wo ; Conferences, how represented in, 28, 120;. honorary 
members make offerings to 138 ; admit honorary members, 
138, 139; in Paris meets, every eight days, 119:^ -Suspension 
or Dissolution of, 121, 152. 

PARTY or Sect, no obstacle to obtaining; relief, 15. 

' PHILANTHROPY, merely human, not the aim of the Society, 75. 

POLITICS are wholly foreign to the Society, x6. 

POOR families, visiting, the special object of the Society, 76; 
should be visited weekly, 81 ; when and how to be recom- 
mended by one Conference to another, 2i 82,84,- library for 
22, 92 ; clothes for, 23, 92 ; relief to, how given, 24, xoo, xox, 
102, 103; classificationvof, tof be ! intrusted to a Committee of 
Inquiry or Visiting Committee, ior; death of poor person in 
receipt of relief, should be' announced,' 102 ^adoption 6^25, 
104 ; only, such as live in reputable houses should be adopted, 
105;,. in adopting cases, reg'afd to be v had to the/number of 

..' -.' visitorSj 105. .' ; '..::';. '-:'' , . : . ; '''. - '. "- 

;PKA-YER.- at, the meetings, an essential portion of the business, 94; 
General Meetings' open with prayer, 321 131 j we should pray 
for the conversion of our poor, 103." .-: 

i: PRESIDENT of a Conference : duties of, a?, 88 v-how; elected, 21, 85 ; 
elected for aa indefinite period, 85; when- appointed: by a 
President of ^Particular Council,. 22,^ 28, 85,.. xi8:- qualities he 
shduld : possess, : 87 ;, a layman, 88 ; duties of, as to candidates 
for admission as members, 96, 97 ; should allot visitors, 106 ; 
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[ duties with 'regard to visitors, 106; as to members leaving, 
: 106, 107 ; reports at General Meetings, 33, 133; should have 

leisure, 87; should visit the' poor,,io& r 

,PREsiDENT-of a' Particular Council or Council' of Direction ; how 
appointed, 28, 1 18 ; appoints Presidents, and Vice^Presidents 
of Conferences^ 22, 28, 85, ii8; duties ofj 28, ITQ. 
PRESiDENTS,6f Upper or- Superior Councils -how named, 148, 149 ; 

duties of, 150 ; are members of the Council-General, 153. 
PRESIDENT-GENERAL, nomination of, 29, 125 ; duties of, 36, 126. 
PRESIDENTS empowered to call extraordinary General-Meetings, 

3i.3*i "61 13- 
. PRiMARX-object of i the: Society, is the edification of its mem- 

bers, .75. 

PRISONERS to be afforded consolation, 20, 76". 

PROCEEDINGS should be simple, 90; the proceedings of impor- 
: tance at the Particular Council Meetings, may be- reported at 
,.the meetings, of, the Conferences, 108. 
PROVIDENCE, trust tbl, in all work undertaken for God, 99. 
r PSALM CXXIX, (De Profuhdis), 48,.4g. 
^ PuNcruALrry^ -relief should be given with jS4, TOO. 

RANK or Fortune, in Conferences there should be no considera- 

tion, of. the difference- ofj 109. 

' READING, pious, to be made with serious attention, 94. 
RECOMMENDATIONS to be given- to young men, and to workmen, 

when they leave home;; also, to the poor, 21, 82, 83, 84. 
RECORDS of the Society, in the custody of the Secretary of the 

. Upper ;or;;Superiot;Gouncu\ 151; . . 

REFERENCES, concerning Indulgences, 58. 
REGISTER, or Relief Ro^l of the poor, how to' be kept, 90; 
REGUEATipNs^for the Upper or Superior Councils, 144. 
RELIEF ; ; hbw givenj: 24, 99 to 104- j when 1 in 'money, clothes, or 
^bpoks^as, 103 ; "relief in kind is the rale, arid the exception a 
grant of money," 104 ; the relief should be punctually given 
tothepoor,at their residences; 24", iob; upon ; a case'bf diffi- 
culty, where publicity would be injuxiousi the member 
: should consult the President;: privately^ 103; r - 
REPORTS of the Society: to be sent annually to correspondingr 

"' 



REPORTS of Conferences to be made at the meetings of Particular 
> Councils when invited, 28, '120; ^ummarjr report also ta be 

furnished for each of the GerieraT Meetings; arid to be 

posited in the hands of the Secretary, 32, 132. 
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REPUTABLE Jiouses, the poor whp.live .in, such places only, to be 
visited, -105. . . .-.. ' ;;.,;'-. -^.-jj ''.-. z-:-[~i>- . ? , .--. 

REQUIEM Mass, 35, 142. -,,-.- '^\:,c\\r-^~\ ".-.;, ^-^.^ -\ -^ .-. 
. RETREATS, annual, and Indulgences attached, 56, 65, 67, 68- 

RULES and Circulars, the, should be, read^ frequently, and care* 
fully, 94, 98; Rules f . and. .pre'nefjij", Regi^ations "should be 

... ;Strictiy v observed, 36, 37. ,; -the,y .do. not impVse'an obligation pf 
conscience, but the Society relies for their fuifillinent, on the 
zeal, &c., ofits members,35, 143., , , ; ; u ' 

SCANDAL, the appearance of, to be, avoided, 105. : . "" : 

SECRETARY of a . Conference ; r duties!.of, aa f 23, 89,; gfy 135 ; should 
not come, late to the meetings, 90; Secretary "of a Particular 
Council, 28, 120, 135 ; at General Meeting^ ,32, 132; 'Secretary- 
General, 30, 126 ; Vice-Secretaries, "31,' 114, "127 ; Seretary^of 
an Upper o^.Superipr GpuncU, duties pj, 150. ' ' 

SECT, or Party, no obstacle to obtaining ^^rejief, 15. ' 

SELF-DENIAL, by, we should understand the surrehdering of piir 
own opinion, vrithout which no association is durable, 9. 

SICK ; the poor, who are sick, to' be afforded? r consblationv {ao, 76; 
utmost care and attention to be sh'ovm to 'inembers who may 
become ill, 12." " T > -r " ' 

SIMPLICITY of proceedings recommended, 90. ' 

SISTERS of Charity, deference,to be shbwri t6 r them, and to others 
who also succor the poor bfthe Society, 15.' 

SMALLNESS of Alms, no ground for shame, 19. 
^SOCIETY bf St Vincent De Paul ;:special;object of,, to visit poor 
families, 20, 76 ; organization of, 79 ; the different members 

Of,33l 134- ''- r - - ' : -"-.-' V;^;.^/^;;;.-;?'.., ;..,;, ,.'\ ;.,, , j 

SOLDIERS should be objects of attention, 84; .. i . ^ -'.,. 
SPECIAL Works, 27, 114 ; reports of, i2o:;rhow maintained, 27, .1x6; 
Presidents, and Vice-Presidents of, members of Particular 

Councils^ 27^114. '= : . -''*-,.::$-.-.';. ,:f .rj.v^.^.; ;,..;_...,;.. . 

SPIRITUAL -Director-,- the, is appointed; :by -thei Bishpp pr, -Arch- 
bishop of the Diocese, 22, 85 ; he opens the meeting with 
- ; prayer^ 23; 93^ --- ^^^-^ ic^v ; ;- : ^-: --;.?, ;.,;. ^-^:. 

SUBSCRIBERS, 33, 34, 134, 139, r4o;: are not members of the Society, 
but are entitled, as benefactors, to its prayers, 140. ...... 

SUPERIOR, or Upper Councils ; regulations for, 144 ; Presidents pf, 
148, 150 ; as to nomination of Presidents of C.pzifereqces, 131 ; 
represent Council-General, 148 ; consist of, 148; J ; members of, 
how named, 150 ; Secretary of, 150; funds of, 151; govern 
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details of Conferences in their circumscriptions, 152 : Presi- 
dents of,- 'are i members of the Council-General, 153. 

SUPPLEMENTARY Briefs of the Roman Pontiffs, 55, s6 T 57. 

SUSPENSION, or dissolution of Councils or Conferences, 121, 153. 

TEN per/centlpf the funds of the Conferences" in Paris are ai- 
j Iptted,.to'the : Particular Council, 117. 
THEATRICAL, representations for Conferences; there should be. 

none, if i. """""" ~ ' '-" ; ' : '' '- '.;'.-- 

TICKETS " for reliefin kind," 24, too. : 

TREASURER ; duties pf, l 22. 24, 26, go, 91, 99, 108; of Particular. 
... Council, 27, 28, 114, 120; of Council-General, '29, 31, 121, 127; 
of r l|p'perpr^SUpenpr Council, 148, 151 ; accounts of, should 
. .'..'fee -verified yearly, 92 ,,120. 
TREASURER-GENERAL, 29', 31, "iai, 127. 

TREASURB" Vice, 115, 148. ' . _ . 

TREASURY, the, of the poor, to be maintained only by means that 
, are entirely of a Christian charactei; in. ''"' 

UNDERTAKE no good work, -without first having secured the as- 

, - ; sent pr*he, local Pastors, 14. . 

UNITY of the Society, 12; all the Conferences arel. united by the 
Council-General, 20, 79. . . .... 

UNI VERSALrrY ; of the Society, 7,6. ... 

UPPER or Superior Councils, regulations for, 144. 

VAiNGtoRY, charity always crowned, with, success-, might expose 

- ''.ito^iS.- '---: v;:; . ... v ... ; , ..,.; ..., . .. _, ,-......... 
VENI, Creator Spiritus, (the Hymn), 46, 47. . 

^ 7 ENI, Sancte Spiritus^ (the Prayer), 38, 39. . : 

ViCE-PREsroENT to stand in the place ofthe President during his 
- : absence, 22^88, ^9. ....-., :.;.:, 

VICE-SECRETARIES, 31, 114, 127, 148, and Vice^Treasurers, its, 148. 
VIRTUE, the Society should endeavor to ; attain; and practice eyery 
; ; '- : virtue^S. ' ''^-:-- -'- .-. . .. ...::..-...: ./.,- \ ; --.-. ...-!' 
VISITING Conferences, poor families, &c., Indulgences attached ; 
'See"Brief "of Pope Gregory the Sixteenth, January 10, 1845 ; 
52 to-54.- --'. --;- '..--- .-:.: >.;.,-.-::-.-. ^. ... 
VisffiNG Committee or Committee of Inquiry, loi.: , : 
VisrroRS, relations of, towards /the poor, 103 j.;to, be allotted by 
the President, 106. i. 



166 INDEX.- 

VISITS should be made to the poor at least once a week, 81, 102. 
VOTES, when the Conference may vote, 25, 97, 103, 117. 

WARDROBE for the poor, should be an object of the most particu- 
lar care, 23, 92, 93. 

WEEKLY meetings of the Conferences, the Council-General at- 
taches much importance to them, 80. 

WEEKLY visits to the poor should always be made, 81, ioa. 

"WHAT a President is, so is the Conference" 87. 

WITHOUT gentleness, zeal for the salvation of souls, is a ship ' 
without sails, u. 

WOMEN, works relating to, not to be undertaken, 77 ; when 
young, not to be visited, 105 ; cannot take part in Conferences 
either as active or honorary members, 74 ; but can become 
benefactresses to the Society, and participate in numerous 
Indulgences, 66, 74; the works of, cannot be aggregated to 
the Society, 74 ; not to be invited to the General Meetings, 
129 ; can become subscribers, 140. 

WORKS of the Society, 76; no good work to be undertaken with- 
out the assent of the local Pastors, 14. 

YOUNG Men, the Society founded by and for them, ao, 73 ; to be 
recommended by one Conference to another, 21, 82, 98. 

YOUNGER members should defer to the elder, and the newly ad- 
mitted members to those of longer standing, 15. 

ZEAL for the salvation of souls, and love of our neighbor. is the 
very essence of the Conference of Charity, 10. 
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